


One of the many new private bedrooms
in the 16 new residence life facilites
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Everybody has had a total commitment
and a passion to make sure that the job was
completed by Sept. 1.”

The 14 new student housing buildings
consist of about 158,000 square feet and
house 699 students. The complex consists
of four “quads” (named Watters, Hurt, Ay-
ers and Grace) with four buildings in each
quad. A 15th residential building is currently
nearing completion that will finish the Ayers
quad, and a 30,000-square-foot commons
building that will complete the Grace quad is
also under construction. It is expected to be
complete during the fall 2009 semester.

The new student housing facilities are lo-
cated in the former location of the Watters
and Hurt complexes. The apartment-style

suites in the new housing complex accom-
modate four students, each of whom has a
private bedroom. Each suite also features
two bathrooms, a kitchenette and a washer/
dryer. Each building in the complex con-
tains 40, 48 or 56 bedrooms.
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Carl Grant speaks during the opening of the new
$3.5 million Cral Grant Events Center

All downstairs apartments contain a
safe room to provide storm shelters for
students. A memorial marker to the previ-
ous buildings is located on the sidewalk
through the middle of the complex.

In addition to the 14 new buildings, the
university rebuilt two buildings — Gray and
Dodd - in the Heritage Residential Com-
plex. MG Construction Co. was respon-
sible for the reconstruction of those two
buildings, which house 78 students. MG
also handled the renovation of Jennings
Hall, which sustained heavy damage from
the tornado. Jennings also was ready to go
for the fall 2008 semester.

The recovery didn’t stop there. On
Oct. 21, Union dedicated the new Carl
Grant Events Center, a $3.5 million,
16,000-square-foot conference center and
banquet facility. The new center seats 600
people and includes a lobby area, public
restrooms, a staging room, state-of-the-art
audio-visuals and a new president’s dining
room. (See story on page 12)

The recovery could not have been possible
without the people who served as “God’s
agents and instruments of grace and mercy;”
Dockery said. Five thousand volunteers
came to campus to help in the days after the
tornado, and 6,500 donors contributed nearly
$17 million to help rebuild the campus.

“For each and every one of these, we are
thankful,” Dockery said. “For all that has
happened on campus since Feb. 5, we can

only say, “Thanks be to God.”a

The opening of the new residence life facilities
makes the news on Time Square in New York City
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