
Union University trustees approved a new 
three-year strategic plan entitled “Illuminating 
Minds: Union 2015.”

The seven priorities within this plan build 
upon a continued commitment to Union’s mission 
and core values, strengthen and expand academic 
and co-curricular programs, enhance the campus 
physical plant and develop a vision for regional, 
national and global engagement.

In 1611, the release of the King James Version 
of the Bible made it possible for large numbers 
of people to read scripture for the first time. 
It also standardized the English language—an 
accomplishment that had far-reaching implications 
for centuries.

A number of book projects placed Union 
authors in a position to inform and instruct 
students across the nation. 

David Wilson walked across the stage with a 
slight limp. But doctors once feared the chemistry 
major from Chattanooga would never walk again.

Trapped for five hours beneath more than 
20 feet of rubble after an EF-4 tornado struck 
the Union University campus in February 2008, 
doctors first fought to save Wilson’s life, and then 
focused on saving his legs. 

Union University’s new Hendersonville 
campus is located in the city’s growth corridor and 
offers a bachelor’s degree completion for working 
adults as well as graduate programs in education, 
nursing and theology and missions.

It’s not often that a single project touches every 
aspect of a university’s operations.

So the ground breaking in April 2012 for a new 
library on the Jackson campus was a moment of 
great significance across every school, department 
and office at Union University.

As part of a larger project aimed at increasing 
biblical literacy, members of the Union faculty and 
staff teamed up to read every word of the Bible into 
a microphone. 

Union University marked the first publication 
of a new academic journal that will showcase 
the best of the University’s scholarship, but also 
contribute to important conversations that take 
place beyond the academy.

Three major discipline-specific accreditations 
during the academic year provided further 
evidence of Union’s excellence-driven core value 
at work.

In February, Union University professor C. 
Ben Mitchell was a key witness as a congressional 
committee examined a government mandate 
requiring religious organizations to provide 
contraceptive and abortifacient coverage for their 
employees.

Sephira Bailey Shuttlesworth is a woman who 
recognizes challenges and conquers them.

But as a child in the mid-1960s, Shuttlesworth 
admits she had no idea what was in store for her 
as she and her siblings became the first African-
American students to integrate Pope Elementary 
School in Jackson.

The move from NAIA to NCAA in athletics 
takes three years and requires many hurdles along 
the way. 

In July, Union cleared the first major hurdle 
with distinction.

The Princeton Review named Union 
University one of the 135 best colleges in the 
Southeast.  Selection from 12 Southeastern states 
was based on institutional data collected from 

the schools, visits from The Princeton Review 
staff to the campuses and the opinions of college 
counselors and advisers. Only about 25 percent 
of the nation’s 2,500 four-year colleges and 
universities receive this regional recognition.

Union University’s non-duplicating 
headcount was a record-high 5,109 students for 
the 2011-2012 academic year. Non-duplicating 
headcount is a figure used by educational 
institutions to show the total number of students 
enrolled for any classes during a given year. No 
student in any program is counted more than 
once, whether they enroll for one term or for all 
five of Union’s terms. This number is up from 
3,728 in 2006 and 2,183 in 1997.

A team of 10 Union volunteers traveled to 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. in early August to help the city 
in its recovery efforts from an April 27 tornado 
that destroyed more than 5,000 buildings and 
killed more than 40 people. The team was assigned 
to work at Lloyd Wood Middle School, which 
had been schedule for demolition prior to the 
tornado but was needed to house students who lost 
classrooms in the tornado. 

The Delta-Psi chapter of Phi Alpha Theta won 
the Best Chapter Award for the ninth straight year 
from the national Phi Alpha Theta organization. 
Phi Alpha Theta is a history honor society. As part 
of the award, the Union library receives money 
to purchase history books -- $2,250 has been 
contributed in the past nine years.  

Fall enrollment increased for a 14th 
consecutive year, reaching a record 4,205 students. 
Undergraduate enrollment topped 3,000 for 
the first time ever, and the 2012 enrollment 
represented a 113 percent increase over the same 
figure in 1996, the year David S. Dockery began his 
tenure as president. 

Bellevue Baptist Church Senior Pastor Steve 
Gaines told Union students that a Christian’s 
prayer life is a barometer of his or her walk with 
Jesus Christ. “Why would you want to go to 
heaven and be with God forever if you can’t 
handle spending an hour with him a day on this 
earth?” Gaines asked. “You’re going to have to 
learn how to pray before you really enjoy the 
Christian life and before you really experience all 
that God has for you.”

In September, Union’s career services office 
changed its name to the Vocatio Center for Life 
Calling and Career. “Vocatio” is the Latin word 
for “calling,” and the new name will communicate 
to students a component of the “Union 2012” 
long-range plan that was designed to help students 
think about their work as a calling, and not just a 
job. In addition to the name change, the office will 
seek to expand its services in the future.

Union University maintained its standing 
among the top 15 regional universities in the 
South, according to the annual rankings of colleges 
and universities by U.S.News & World Report. 
Union was tied for the 15th spot in the “Best 
Regional Universities – South” category, holding 
the same position it held last year. The position 
is the highest ever for Union and marks the 15th 
straight year for the publication to list Union 
among the best universities in the South. 

Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair told 
a Union audience that westerners must continue 
to hold strongly to their beliefs in freedom, 
democracy, the rule of law and equality. He 
made his remarks at the 14th annual Scholarship 

Banquet, which drew about 2,000 people to 
the Carl Perkins Civic Center and raised about 
$500,000 for student scholarships. Blair served as 
Great Britain’s prime minister from 1997-2007.

For the seventh straight year, Union was 
named one of America’s 100 Best College Buys by 
the Institutional Research and Evaluation Inc., an 
independent research and consulting organization. 
The annual report evaluates academic quality and 
cost, and the newest findings are based on a survey 
of 1,449 accredited U.S. colleges and universities. 

Jimmy Scroggins, senior pastor of First Baptist 
Church in West Palm Beach, Fla., preached a 
series of three chapel messages during Union’s 
annual Faith in Practice week. Scroggins said the 
gospel allows broken-hearted people to “recover 
and pursue God’s design” for their lives. He said 
the book of Genesis shows what relationships were 
like before the fall, when man and woman lived in 
God’s will, while the book of Revelation paints a 
picture of Christ redeeming Christians from pain 
and sorrow when he returns to earth. 

Union University is the fourth-ranked 
university in Tennessee, according to the third 
annual college rankings from StateUniversity.com. 
Union follows Vanderbilt, Rhodes and Sewanee 
in the ranking, which is based on statistical 
analysis and comparison of student/faculty ratio, 
student retention, test scores and other critical 
factors. Nationally, Union ranked 126th among 
the top 500 private colleges and universities. 
Union was the third-ranked school in the Council 
for Christian Colleges and Universities, behind 
Wheaton College and Calvin College. 

About 1,000 Union University students, 
faculty and staff members worked on more than 
70 community service projects as part of the 
ninth annual “Campus and Community: A 
Day of Remembrance and Service.” The event 
allows Union to show its appreciation to the 
community for assistance after tornadoes hit the 
campus in 2002 and 2008. Union cancels most 
classes this day to allow the university community 
to participate in projects at such places as local 
schools, churches, nursing homes and social and 
non-profit organizations.

Union welcomed the class of 1962 to a 
50th reunion and honored its alumni during 
homecoming festivities in early November. Tom 
McAfee, president of Hallmark Systems, Inc., 
in Macon, Ga., received the Outstanding Young 
Alumnus Award and Jerol Swaim, president of 
Williams Baptist College in Walnut Ridge, Ark., 
received the Distinguished Alumnus Award. 
Crowds enjoyed Friday evening’s “Union Night” 
on the Great Lawn that featured a variety of 
activities and culminated in a lengthy fireworks 
display. Saturday brought basketball victories from 
the Bulldogs and Lady Bulldogs.

Union University received a check for $1.8 
million Nov. 9 from the estate of Robert and 
Dera Ashby. The money will be used for student 
scholarships. Dera Ashby died in 2009, and her 
husband passed away several years earlier. For many 
years, they ran Ashby Lumber in Jackson. Mrs. 
Ashby was a 1966 Union graduate in nursing. 

Fred Shackelford, a 1999 Union University 
graduate and pastor of Springhill Baptist Church 
in Paris, Tenn., was elected president of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention Nov. 15 during the 
TBC annual meeting at First Baptist Church in 
Hendersonville. Shackelford previously served as 
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What an amazing year at Union University!  
For God’s goodness and blessings to Union in  
2011-12, we are truly grateful.

At a time when 
discouragement and 
confusion characterize so 
many aspects of higher 
education in general, the 
Union community remains 
hopeful, grateful,  
and encouraged by the 
wonderful stories and updates 
provided for you in this year’s 
annual report.

The highlights for this 
past year were many. Topping the list 
were the adoption of the new strategic 
plan that will guide the University 
forward toward 2015 along with the 
groundbreaking for the marvelous new 
library project. Enrollment increases, 
national recognitions, faculty scholarship 
and teaching excellence, affirmations from 
accrediting associations, service-learning 
opportunities, and continued progress in 
a variety of spheres are just a few of the 
markers of quality presented in this year’s 
report. Not to be lost in all of these things 
are the transformational experiences in the 
lives of Union students.

We are certainly aware 
that these things have 
taken place because a host 
of faculty and staff have 
worked diligently, donors 
have given generously, 
friends have encouraged 
and prayed faithfully, while 
trustees have given wise 
and prudent guidance for all 
of these things. The work 
has been moved forward in 

a kingdom-focused way with a renewed 
commitment to Union’s role in providing 
Christ-centered education that promotes 
excellence and character development 
in service to church and society. As you 
take a look at this report, please join us 
in offering thanksgiving for this past year, 
even as we offer gratitude to you for your 
support for this institution that we love.

Faithfully,

David S. Dockery
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Union University trustees approved  
a new three-year strategic plan entitled  
“Illuminating Minds: Union 2015.” 

The seven priorities within this plan 
build upon a continued commitment 
to Union’s mission and core values, 
strengthen and expand academic and  
co-curricular programs, enhance the campus 
physical plant and develop a vision for 
regional, national and global engagement.

“Union 2015 serves both as a roadmap 
to guide us and as a set of high standards to 
challenge us,” President David S. Dockery 

wrote in his introduction to the document. 
“As a Union family, we ask God to enable 
our work with His power as He embraces 
us with His grace.”

The plan also takes an early look at 
Union’s third century, naming several 
priorities for further exploration by 
the time the University celebrates its 
bicentennial in 2023.

new strAtegic 
plAn Focuses on 
seven priorities
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In 1611, the release of the King James Version of the 
Bible made it possible for large numbers of people to 
read scripture for the first time. It also standardized 
the English language—an accomplishment that had 
far-reaching implications for centuries.

Union marked this 400th anniversary 
with a campus festival called “KJV400: 
Legacy and Impact.” In addition to 
conference sessions examining the 
academic significance of the KJV, the 
festival also included dramatic readings, 
musical presentations and displays that 
featured items from two significant private 
Bible collections.

Steve Green, president of Hobby Lobby, 
displayed about 70 artifacts from among 
his 30,000 collected biblical antiquities. 
Another 30 items were displayed from the 

collection of Michael Morgan, seminary 
musician at Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Decatur, Ga. 

Early English Bibles, psalters and most 
of the early revisions of the KJV were on 
display at Union, as well as leaves from 
the Codex Climaci Rescriptus, the earliest 
surviving New Testament written in Jesus’ 
household language. 

“I can’t imagine another exhibit in 
the country which comes close to this,” 
Morgan said.

celebrAting  
A 400-yeAr 
milestone

John D. Woodbridge, Research Professor of Church History and the History 
of Christian Thought at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, discusses the 
historical and religious impact the King James Version had on Europe
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A number of book projects placed Union authors  
in a position to inform and instruct students across 
the nation. 

Reclaiming the Christian Intellectual 
Tradition: A Guide for Students (Crossway) 
will be a 15-volume set making the case 
for vigorous Christian thinking across 
disciplines. Among the first five released 
in 2012 were books on Christian thinking, 
the liberal arts, political science, literature 
and philosophy. Union authors David 
S. Dockery (who also edits the series), 
Hunter Baker and Gene Fant were among 
the first to publish books in the series.

Bonhoeffer and Business Ethics, 
(BorderStone Press) by Union Professor 
of Economics Walton Padelford examines 
Christian discipleship in business within 
the struggles of the German pastor during 
the Nazi regime.

James Robinson Graves: Staking the 
Boundaries of Southern Baptist Identity, 
(B&H Academic) by Associate Dean of 
Theology and Missions James Patterson 
sheds new light on the life of a man who 
shaped Southern Baptist identity in the 
19th century.

Dockery also edited Faith and 
Learning: A Handbook for Christian Higher 
Education (B&H Academic), a work with 
contributions from a number of Union 
faculty about how the Christian faith 
informs a variety of fields.

For more detail about recent Union-
related book projects, please consult the 
“Books and other publications” section of 
this report on page 32.

booK projects 
propel 
union Authors 
into nAtionAl 
spotlight



David Wilson walked across the stage with a slight 
limp. But doctors once feared the chemistry major 
from Chattanooga would never walk again.

Trapped for five hours beneath more 
than 20 feet of rubble after an EF-4 
tornado struck the Union University 
campus in February 2008, doctors first 
fought to save Wilson’s life, and then 
focused on saving his legs. 

After months of surgical procedures 
and excruciating physical therapy, Wilson 
defied the odds and hobbled out of the 
hospital on crutches. A short time later, 
he resumed his studies at Union and 
eventually discarded those crutches. 

No longer able to play intercollegiate 
soccer, he became an assistant coach 
and inspiration for the nearby Jackson 
Christian School boy’s soccer team. He 

presented chemistry research at Union’s 
annual Scholarship Symposium. And on 
May 19, he walked across the stage as 
one of 614 graduates in the 187th annual 
spring commencement ceremony.

“Ever since I was 14 or 15, I kind of 
prayed that God would give me some 
situation—that he would get me out of 
—that would give me a way to share my 
faith,” Wilson said. 

“I always hoped that something would 
happen where I could say, ‘This is how 
God has really saved me, and this is what 
Christianity really means.’” 
To read more about David Wilson’s story,  
go to uu.edu/unionite/summer12

dAvid wilson’s 
inspirAtionAl 
wAlK
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Union University’s new Hendersonville campus 
is located in the city’s growth corridor and offers a 
bachelor’s degree completion for working adults as 
well as graduate programs in education, nursing 
and theology and missions.

The 26,000-square-foot facility at 205 
Indian Lake Blvd. opened to students in 
June 2012. More than 200 students benefit 
from seven general purpose classrooms, an 
academic commons, six-station nursing 
simulation lab, three additional specialized 
nursing labs, offices for all academic and 
administrative areas, two conference 
rooms and a testing center. 

The two-story building also has 
expansion space for new academic programs 
and wireless Internet connectivity. 
All classes and labs are equipped with 
interactive television capacity. 

At dedication ceremonies, President 

David S. Dockery called it “as fine of  
an educational facility as you can find in 
this state.”

It represents the first permanent 
university presence in Hendersonville and 
Sumner County.

 “We’re delighted about the state-of-
the-art technology alongside state-of-the-
art teaching Union has brought here,” 
Hendersonville Mayor Scott Foster said. ‘I 
think it’s going to be a win-win for all of us.” 

Union Foundation board member 
and benefactor Jim Ayers developed the 
project for the University through his 
affiliate Ayers Asset Management.

clAsses 
begin in new 
hendersonville 
FAcility
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It’s not often that a single project touches every 
aspect of a university’s operations.

So the ground breaking in April 2012 
for a new library on the Jackson campus 
was a moment of great significance across 
every school, department and office at 
Union University.

“Today is a day of celebration and a 
day of thanksgiving,” President David 
S. Dockery said at the groundbreaking 
ceremony. “This facility that we are 
launching today is unlike any that we’ve 
ever built on this campus—not only in its 
scope, size and majesty, but in its function. 
It will be something that will serve every 

aspect and constituency of this University 
and beyond.” 

The fund raising total for the project 
stood at $18.7 million by the end of 
calendar year 2012—an amount that 
includes a lead gift of $11.5 million from 
the Bill and Carol Latimer Foundation. 

Designed by TLM Associates in 
Jackson, the library building will have an 
open feel with numerous large windows 
for natural lighting. It will be capped by a 
large dome. Construction is expected to 
conclude in 2014.  

ground 
broKen For 
new librAry

right: Dockery presents a framed rendering 
of the new Union library to Bill and Carol 

Latimer in appreciation of their $11.5 million 
lead gift for the new library project. 
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As part of a larger project aimed at increasing biblical 
literacy, members of the Union faculty and staff teamed 
up to read every word of the Bible into a microphone. 

The finished recording is about 75 
hours long and involved 38 faculty and 
staff members reading from the Holman 
Christian Standard Bible translation.

The audio Bible is a valuable tool 
within a larger biblical literacy program 
called “Read the Bible for Life,” developed 
by Benjamin W. Perry Professor of Bible 
George Guthrie. 

“To provide people with a well-done, 
accessible audio option for daily Bible 
reading is an important ministry,” Guthrie 

said “We believe the ‘Reading God’s Story 
Audio Bible’ will be widely used around 
the world in the years to come.” 

Produced by Joshua T. Moore, director 
of church relations at Union, the audio 
Bible also features original music by 
recording artist Michael Card. 

The audio Bible is being offered for free 
in a variety of listening formats. For more 
information, visit blog.georgehguthrie.com 
or get daily audio postings at twitter.com/
readingodstory.

reAding 
god’s story



Union University marked the first publication of a 
new academic journal that will showcase the best of 
the University’s scholarship, but also contribute to 
important conversations that take place beyond  
the academy.

The new publication, entitled Renewing 
Minds: A Journal of Christian Thought, will 
focus on a singular theme in each issue.  
The first edition, published in May 2012, 
was dedicated to exploring Christian  
higher education.  

Union professors C. Ben Mitchell and 
Hunter Baker serve as senior editors of the 
journal. Baker was among the contributing 
authors for the first issue, along with fellow 
Union faculty members Jennifer Gruenke 
and Scott Huelin. 

Baker says the journal is designed to 
prompt Christian scholars to reflect on 
important questions.

 “A lot of times, scholarship seems to be 
aimed at things that we might find trivial or 
exceedingly narrow,” Baker said as the first 
edition was released. “This is an attempt 
to call upon people to apply their mind to 
questions of significant social import.” 

J. Michael Garrett is the review editor. 
Online subscriptions are available at 
uu.edu/journals/renewingminds. 

An AcAdemic 
journAl written 
with broAder 
discussions  
in mind
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Three major discipline-specific accreditations during 
the academic year provided further evidence of 
Union’s excellence-driven core value at work. 

The Accreditation Council for 
Pharmacy Education Board of Directors 
granted full accreditation status to the 
Doctor of Pharmacy program in June 
2012. ACPE is the national agency for 
accrediting pharmacy education programs. 

The decision followed a series of 
site visits and a detailed evaluation 
process in which ACPE reviewed the 
program’s mission and goals, strategic 
plan, curriculum, teaching methods, 
facilities, faculty, the overall strength of 
the university and other factors. It applies 
to all Union Doctor of Pharmacy degrees, 

including the first 41 awarded during the 
May 2012 graduation.

The Council on Social Work, the only 
accrediting body of social work education in 
the country, accredited the Master of Social 
Work degree. Union now offers the only 
accredited MSW degree in West Tennessee.

The Public Relations Society of 
America, the field’s premier professional 
organization, conferred Certification in 
Education for Public Relations on Union 
University’s undergraduate degree program. 
Only 31 public relations programs around 
the world hold the certification. 

discipline-speciFic 
AccreditAtion 
success
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In February, Union University professor  
C. Ben Mitchell was a key witness as a congressional 
committee examined a government mandate requiring 
religious organizations to provide contraceptive and 
abortifacient coverage for their employees.

“Contrary to portrayals in some of 
the popular media, this is not just a 
Catholic issue,” Mitchell told the House of 
Representatives Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

“All people of faith—and even those 
who claim no faith—have a stake in 
whether or not the government can 
violate the consciences of its citizenry.” 

Mitchell, the Graves Professor of Moral 
Philosophy at Union, was a scheduled 
speaker at the hearing, which was entitled 

“Lines Crossed: Separation of Church and 
State. Has the Obama Administration 
Trampled on Freedom of Religion and 
Freedom of Conscience?”

Mitchell quoted Roger Williams, a one-
time Baptist and the founder of Providence 
Plantations which later became the state 
of Rhode Island.

“Williams understood that forcing a 
person through the power of the state 
to violate his or her own conscience is a 
monstrous harm.”

should A 
government 
violAte the 
consciences oF  
its citizenry?
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Sephira Bailey Shuttlesworth is a woman who 
recognizes challenges and conquers them.

But as a child in the mid-1960s, 
Shuttlesworth admits she had no idea 
what was in store for her as she and her 
siblings became the first African-American 
students to integrate Pope Elementary 
School in Jackson.

“We were like innocent lambs headed 
for the slaughter,” she recalled for a Union 
audience at the 2012 Black History Month 
program. “We just knew if Pope Elementary 
School was that nice on the outside, it had 
to be beautiful on the inside.”

But Shuttlesworth went on to say it 
took two years to make one friend, and 
three years to gain social acceptance. 

In 1979, she graduated from Union 
University; in 2006, she married Rev. 
Fred Shuttlesworth, widely considered 
one of the three key leaders of the U.S. 
civil rights movement of the 1960s. Rev. 
Shuttlesworth passed away in 2011. 

Sephira Bailey Shuttlesworth travels 
widely, telling stories about the obstacles 
she and her late husband overcame. 

She urged her Union audience to speak 
up in the same way: “You too owe it to 
the rest of the world to explain how God 
chose you, anointed you, led you and 
carried you through.”

innocent  
lAmbs For  
the slAughter



The move from NAIA to NCAA in athletics takes 
three years and requires many hurdles along the way. 

In July, Union cleared the first major 
hurdle with distinction.

After it was approved for NCAA 
candidacy in 2011, Union was required to 
complete a comprehensive report detailing 
the institution’s work. The finished volume, 
compiled by the Office of University 
Relations, contained detailed information 
about governance, financial aid, eligibility, 
sports sponsorships, recruiting, academic 
progress, graduation rates and the well-
being of student athletes. Among the 
findings: Union athletes graduate at a 
higher rate than the student body at large.

The first-year requirements didn’t  
end there.

Union also submitted an institutional 
self-study that focused on the University’s 
overall health in academics and  
financial matters.

Both reports earned strong reviews from 
the NCAA membership committee.

From here forward, Union plays 
Division II varsity schedules within 
the Gulf South Conference. Although 
ineligible for Division II post-season play, 
wins and losses against Union are counted 
for all conference members. Union athletes 
may participate in National Christian 
College Athletic Association post-season 
championships, often alongside other 
schools making the same transition.

ncAA 
trAnsition:  
on to yeAr two
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chapel messages during Union’s 
annual Faith in Practice week. 
Scroggins said the gospel allows 
broken-hearted people to “recover and 
pursue God’s design” for their lives. 
He said the book of Genesis shows 
what relationships were like before 
the fall, when man and woman lived in 
God’s will, while the book of Revelation 
paints a picture of Christ redeeming 
Christians from pain and sorrow when 
he returns to earth. [ fig. 5 ]
 
Union University is the fourth-ranked 
university in Tennessee, according to 
the third annual college rankings from 
StateUniversity.com. Union follows 
Vanderbilt, Rhodes and Sewanee 
in the ranking, which is based on 
statistical analysis and comparison of 
student/faculty ratio, student retention, 
test scores and other critical factors. 
Nationally, Union ranked 126th among 

the top 500 private colleges and 
universities. Union was the third-ranked 
school in the Council for Christian 
Colleges and Universities, behind 
Wheaton College and Calvin College. 

About 1,000 Union University students, 
faculty and staff members worked 
on more than 70 community service 
projects as part of the ninth annual 
“Campus and Community: A Day of 
Remembrance and Service.” The event 
allows Union to show its appreciation 
to the community for assistance after 
tornadoes hit the campus in 2002 and 
2008. Union cancels most classes this 
day to allow the university community 
to participate in projects at such places 
as local schools, churches, nursing 
homes and social and non-profit 
organizations. [ fig. 6 ]

Union welcomed the class of 1962 to a 
50th reunion and honored its alumni 
during homecoming festivities in early 
November. Tom McAfee, president 
of Hallmark Systems, Inc., in Macon, 
Ga., received the Outstanding Young 
Alumnus Award and Jerol Swaim, 
president of Williams Baptist College 
in Walnut Ridge, Ark., received the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award  
[ fig. 7 ]. Crowds enjoyed Friday 
evening’s “Union Night” on the 
Great Lawn that featured a variety of 
activities and culminated in a lengthy 
fireworks display. Saturday brought 

basketball victories from the Bulldogs 
and Lady Bulldogs.

Union University received a check for 
$1.8 million Nov. 9 from the estate of 
Robert and Dera Ashby. The money 
will be used for student scholarships. 
Dera Ashby died in 2009, and her 
husband passed away several years 
earlier. For many years, they ran Ashby 
Lumber in Jackson. Mrs. Ashby was a 
1966 Union graduate in nursing. 

Fred Shackelford, a 1999 Union 
University graduate and pastor of 
Springhill Baptist Church in Paris, 
Tenn., was elected president of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention Nov. 
15 during the TBC annual meeting at 
First Baptist Church in Hendersonville. 
Shackelford previously served as the 
TBC vice president. 

Union University trustees celebrated 
the completion of the Union 2012 
strategic plan during their trustee 
meeting Dec. 2 on the University 
campus. The plan was the fourth 
strategic plan completed during the 16 
years of the Dockery administration. 
Among the accomplishments of the 
three-year plan were the completion of 
Providence Hall and Hope Residence 
Complex, a renewed priority on the 
importance of the liberal arts and a 
heightened emphasis on the Christian 
intellectual tradition. 

Lloyd Hansen received the Robert E. 
Craig Service Award at Union’s fall 
graduation ceremony at West Jackson 
Baptist Church. Through Hansen’s help 
and initiative, Union has established 
an official partnership with the Ansgar 
School of Theology and Mission in 
Kristiansand, Norway. Hansen has 
served Union as an adviser to the 
engineering and international study 
programs, and on Union’s Board of 
Regents. [ fig.8 ]

The Princeton Review named Union 
University one of the 135 best colleges 
in the Southeast. Selection from 12 
Southeastern states was based on 
institutional data collected from the 
schools, visits from The Princeton Review 
staff to the campuses and the opinions 
of college counselors and advisers. 
Only about 25 percent of the nation’s 
2,500 four-year colleges and universities 
receive this regional recognition.

Union University’s non-duplicating 
headcount was a record-high 5,109 
students for the 2011-2012 academic 
year. Non-duplicating headcount is a 
figure used by educational institutions 
to show the total number of students 
enrolled for any classes during a given 
year. No student in any program is 
counted more than once, whether they 
enroll for one term or for all five of 
Union’s terms. This number is up from 
3,728 in 2006 and 2,183 in 1997.

A team of 10 Union volunteers traveled 
to Tuscaloosa, Ala. in early August 
to help the city in its recovery efforts 
from an April 27 tornado that destroyed 
more than 5,000 buildings and killed 
more than 40 people. The team was 
assigned to work at Lloyd Wood Middle 
School, which had been scheduled for 
demolition prior to the tornado but was 
needed to house students who lost 
classrooms in the tornado. [ fig. 1 ]

The Delta-Psi chapter of Phi Alpha 
Theta won the Best Chapter Award for 
the ninth straight year from the national 
Phi Alpha Theta organization. Phi Alpha 

Theta is a history honor society. As part 
of the award, the Union library receives 
money to purchase history books— 
$2,250 has been contributed in the past 
nine years. [ fig. 2 ]
 
Fall enrollment increased for a 
14th consecutive year, reaching a 
record 4,205 students. Undergraduate 
enrollment topped 3,000 for the first 
time ever, and the 2012 enrollment 
represented a 113 percent increase  
over the same figure in 1996, the year 
David S. Dockery began his tenure  
as president.

Bellevue Baptist Church Senior Pastor 
Steve Gaines told Union students that 
a Christian’s prayer life is a barometer of 
his or her walk with Jesus Christ. “Why 
would you want to go to heaven and 
be with God forever if you can’t handle 
spending an hour with him a day on 
this earth?” Gaines asked. “You’re going 
to have to learn how to pray before you 
really enjoy the Christian life and before 
you really experience all that God has 
for you.” [ fig. 3 ]

In September, Union’s career services 
office changed its name to the Vocatio 
Center for Life Calling and Career. 
“Vocatio” is the Latin word for “calling,” 
and the new name will communicate 
to students a component of the 
“Union 2012” long-range plan that was 
designed to help students think about 
their work as a calling, and not just a 
job. In addition to the name change, 
the office will seek to expand its 
services in the future.

Union University maintained its 
standing among the top 15 regional 
universities in the South, according 
to the annual rankings of colleges 
and universities by U.S.News & 
World Report. Union was tied for 
the 15th spot in the “Best Regional 
Universities – South” category, holding 
the same position it held last year. The 
position is the highest ever for Union 
and marks the 15th straight year for 
the publication to list Union among the 
best universities in the South.

Former British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair told a Union audience that 
westerners must continue to hold 
strongly to their beliefs in freedom, 
democracy, the rule of law and equality. 
He made his remarks at the 14th 
annual Scholarship Banquet, which 
drew about 2,000 people to the Carl 
Perkins Civic Center and raised about 
$500,000 for student scholarships. 
Blair served as Great Britain’s prime 
minister from 1997-2007. [ fig. 4 ]

For the seventh straight year, Union 
was named one of America’s 100 
Best College Buys by Institutional 
Research and Evaluation Inc., an 
independent research and consulting 
organization. The annual report 
evaluates academic quality and cost, 
and the newest findings are based 
on a survey of 1,449 accredited U.S. 
colleges and universities.
 
Jimmy Scroggins, senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church in West Palm 
Beach, Fla., preached a series of three 

highlights 2011-12
The following pages contain some University highlights for the 2011-12 fiscal year 
(August 1, 2011–July 31, 2012). Also included are some notable accomplishments by 
Union University faculty, students and staff. It is not an exhaustive list and is only 
intended as a brief summary. For more details about Union news, go to uu.edu/news.
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Students and staff members 
participated in community service 
projects Jan. 16 in honor of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Union students served 
at three different sites around the city 
of Jackson. In the morning, a group of 
students worked at the Birth Choice 
Pregnancy Resource Clinic. In the 
afternoon, one group of students raked 
leaves, pine cones and gumballs at 
Hartland Place Apartments, while 
another group cleaned, dusted and 
vacuumed at the Care Center.

The media’s role in the modern 
political process was examined in 
the spring Town and Gown series. 
A lecture in the “Media, Politics and 
Democracy” series addressed such 
issues as managed news, spin and 
journalistic punditry in light of popular 
perceptions of bias in the array of 
media available to Americans today. 
[ fig. 9 ]
 
Claire Layne, a homeschooled 
seventh-grade student, defeated 32 
other competitors in the annual West 
Tennessee Regional Spelling Bee, 
which Union hosts and co-sponsors 
annually with the Jackson Sun. It took 
two hours and 37 rounds before Layne 
emerged victorious. She won an 
all-expenses-paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., to compete in the 2012 Scripps 
National Spelling Bee. Union English 
Professor Gavin Richardson served as 
the pronouncer for the competition.

Union’s School of Social Work  
hosted a work conference on  
human trafficking in March. The  
event was organized to educate 
participants about the human 
trafficking occurring in Tennessee,  
with sessions addressing current 
efforts to end the practice from the 
view of law enforcement, community 
advocates and survivor aftercare 
organizations. The conference was 
designed to benefit social workers, 
community agency workers, law 
enforcement personnel, the faith 
community and students.

The third annual CultureFest featured 
displays, authentic cultural cuisine, 
musical performances in Barefoots Joe 
and a chapel address by Tite Tiénou 
of Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in 
Deerfield, Ill. The event is sponsored 
by Union’s Intercultural Community 
Council. [ fig. 10 ]

CNN political analyst Paul Begala 
told a Union Forum audience that 
living in a democracy is an “unearned 
blessing.” A former strategist for 
President Bill Clinton, Begala spoke in 

the Carl Grant Events Center as part of 
the 13th annual Union Forum luncheon 
lecture series. [ fig. 11 ]

The School of Education announced 
two new concentrations for its 
Master of Education degree, both of 
which will integrate the newest iPad 
technology. All M.Ed. students will be 
provided with the new iPad, which will 
function as a “driving component of the 
new curriculum,” according to Executive 
Dean Tom Rosebrough: “We are on 
the cutting edge of some wonderful 
innovations in teacher education.” 

Former Union Trustee Chairman Harry 
Smith told a luncheon audience that 
in four business careers, he learned 
many different principles that allowed 
him to lead others with humility, 
fairness and integrity. Smith, the former 
president of Schilling Enterprises 
in Memphis, spoke at the annual 
Business Through the Eyes of Faith 
luncheon, sponsored by the McAfee 
School of Business Administration. 
“It’s good to be transparent with your 
people,” Smith said. “Let them know 
you’re not perfect.” [ fig. 12 ] 

Hall of Fame Quarterback Terry 
Bradshaw headlined the fourth 
annual Roy L. White Legacy Golf & 
Gala at the Carl Perkins Civic Center. 
Bradshaw encouraged listeners 
to surround themselves with good 
people, to find a reason to live and 
a purpose to get up in the morning. 
“You’ve got to have a willingness to 
overcome mistakes,” he said. “You’ve 
got to be able to deal with failure. 
You’ve got to find your way.” 

At Union’s 187th annual spring 
commencement ceremony May 19, 614 
students received degrees, including 
the first 41 Doctor of Pharmacy degrees. 
Carol Swain [ fig. 13 ], a professor of 
political science and law at Vanderbilt 
University, gave the commencement 
address. The Elizabeth Tigrett Medal, 
Union’s top academic award, went 
to Katherine Pullen, an intercultural 
studies and journalism major from 
Jacksonville, Fla. [ fig. 14 ]

In June, plans were unveiled for an 
online Master of Christian Studies 
degree program to begin in the fall 
semester. The program will be offered 
in partnership with the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s North American 
Mission Board and International 
Mission Board. It will train prospective 
church planters and missionaries. 
Theology and Missions Dean Gregory 
A. Thornbury said the 33-hour degree 
program is designed with evangelism 

and missions focus in every class, and 
that all classes will be available online.

First Baptist Church in 
Hendersonville, Tenn., received 
Union’s M.E. Dodd Denominational 
Service Award during a dessert 
reception at the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting in 
New Orleans. The church provided 
classroom space for Union programs 
and has been a key partner in 
building a campus presence in the 
city. The Dodd Award is the highest 
denominational service award Union 
gives each year. 

About 550 incoming students visited the 
Union campus June 25 for new student 
registration day. The day provided 
incoming students with opportunities 
to meet with their advisers to select 
their fall courses. They also saw their 
assigned room in the residence halls 
and met their roommates, attended a 
campus-wide picnic where they dined 
with faculty and attended a student life 
fair where they learned about clubs and 
organizations on campus.

The family of prominent Southern 
Baptist statesman and former Union 
University trustee Wayne Dehoney 
has donated a portion of his personal 
library to the R.C. Ryan Center for 
Biblical Studies. The collection was 
delivered to Union’s Jackson campus 
in July. Among approximately 1,000 
volumes are books Dehoney collected 
on subjects such as preaching, pastoral 
counseling, Baptist history, theology, 
and travel to historic biblical sites. 

In May, Barbara McMillin (’81), 
Union University’s associate provost 
and dean of instruction, was named 
the new president of Blue Mountain 
College in Mississippi. McMillin 
came to Union in 1992 as an English 
professor. She later served as dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences 
before moving into her current role 
in 2006. “Union goes with me,” she 
said. “It goes with me in my heart and 
in my plans in terms of being able to 
think critically about new opportunities 
based on the experiences I was able 
to have here.” [ fig. 15 ]

McMillin delivered the summer 
commencement address, marking 
the end of a 20 year career at Union 
University in various roles. Most 
recently, she had served as associate 
provost and dean of instruction.  
“If you are so blessed, as I have 
been for the last 20 years, to serve 
alongside colleagues whom you love 
and respect doing meaningful work 

that is God-honoring and kingdom-
building, then I encourage you to jump 
at the opportunity, as I will now, to turn 
to them and say ‘thank you’ from the 
bottom of my heart,” McMillin  
told graduates.

in memoriAm
Carl J. Grant, a friend and supporter of 
Union University, died Oct. 13, 2011, at 
age 92. Almost 500 students benefited 
from the Grant Scholarship at Union. 
The university awarded Grant with an 
honorary Doctor of Humanities degree 
in 2009. The Carl Grant Events Center 
on the Jackson campus is named in 
his honor. Grant is survived by Peggy 
Jo, his wife of 28 years, as well as 
three children, six grandchildren and 10 
great-grandchildren. [ fig. 16 ]

Mark Conway, pastor of Zion Baptist 
Church in Brownsville and father 
of three Union University students, 
died Oct. 31, 2011, of a heart attack at 
age 56. Conway and his wife, Lisa, 
have three daughters and one son. 
Their daughter Sarah Anne Conway 
graduated from Union in 2009, and 
their daughter Rachel Conway Stewart 
is a 2010 Union graduate. Their son 
David was a senior at Union at the 
time of his father’s death. 

Bonnie Belle Alexander Kemp Dodd 
died January 8, 2012, at the Dyer 
(Tenn.) Nursing Home. She was 101 
years old. Ms. Dodd taught school 
for 30 years. She attended Union 
University long enough to earn a 
teaching certificate, but left school 
without a degree because of the 
urgent need to help support family 
members. According to a story written 
on the occasion of her 100th birthday 
in the Tri-City Reporter, her first teaching 
job paid $2/day and she had to walk 
two miles each way to work. Shortly 
before her death, Union University 
awarded Ms. Dodd an honorary 
Bachelor of Science degree at the 
nursing home as friends and family 
gathered to celebrate the event.

Bob Hundley (’48), emeritus trustee 
of Union University, died Feb. 24, 2012, 
at age 88. A longtime trustee, Hundley 
and his wife Mary Ruth (’56) provided 
funding for the Hundley Center, an 
academic support center named in 
their honor in 2005. Hundley served in 
the U.S. Army in North Africa, Italy and 
Austria during World War II. He received 
his Master of Arts degree from George 
Peabody College, now the education 
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department of Vanderbilt University. 
He retired from the Madison County 
School System as the federal programs 
coordinator and was a member of First 
Baptist Church of Jackson, Tenn., for 
more than 50 years. [ fig. 17 ]

Mike Weeks, chairman of the Union 
University Foundation board and 
former chairman of Union’s Board of 
Trustees, died March 17, 2012, at age 
63 after a battle with cancer. A native 
of Tupelo, Miss., Weeks served as 
trustee chairman from 2002-2005 
and had been chairman of the Union 
Foundation board since 2010. He also 
served for three years as chairman 
of the Board of Trustees’ finance and 
audit committee. Weeks retired in 2007 
as president of the Southern Baptist 
Foundation, a position he held for five 
years. He previously served in a variety 
of roles with BancorpSouth, including 
executive vice president. [ fig. 18 ]

James S. Herr, a Union University 
regent and supporter, passed away 
April 5, 2012 in Nottingham, Pa. at 
the age of 87. He founded Herr 
Foods, Inc, which produces a full 
line of snack foods sold nationwide. 
He also established the James S. 
Herr Foundation, which supports 
evangelism efforts around the world.

FAculty  
And stAFF
Steven Aldridge, the sports 
information director at Union 
University, was named the TranSouth 
Athletic Conference’s 2010-2011 Sports 
Information Director of the Year 
during a conference annual meeting 
Aug. 2, 2011, in Henderson, Tenn. The 
conference instituted the award in 
2006 to recognize the efforts of sports 
information directors in promoting 
the teams of the TranSouth. This is 
the fifth time in six years for Aldridge 
to receive the award. In June 2012, 
Aldridge also was named the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics’ 
Clarence “Ike” Pearson Award winner 
for 2012, presented annually to an 
outstanding NAIA sports information 
director. [ fig. 19 ]

Union added 17 new faculty members 
for the 2011-2012 academic year, which 
began Aug. 23, 2011. In addition to 
the new faculty members, Union has 
added three new staff members 
to key positions in the Office of 
University Relations: Jan Boud serves 

as assistant to the president for 
constituent relations; Todd Brady, who 
previously served as Union’s minister 
to the University for 11 years before 
leaving in 2007 to be pastor at First 
Baptist Church in Paducah, Ky., has 
returned to Union as special assistant 
to the president for university relations; 
and Josh Clarke serves as director of 
alumni relations.

Confessional commitments play an 
important role in creating a vibrant 
Christian community that can engage 
with the great thinkers of the Christian 
intellectual tradition, said President 
David S. Dockery in his annual 
Fall Convocation address. Dockery 
suggested that the work of Christian 
higher education should be carried 
out in service to God’s kingdom. 
He stressed that Union is not a 
church and shouldn’t be mistaken 
for a church, but as a Christ-centered 
university, it is part of the academic 
arm of God’s kingdom.

Union University President David S. 
Dockery was appointed to a task 
force that studied the possibility of 
changing the name of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. SBC President 
Bryant Wright, senior pastor of 
Johnson Ferry Baptist Church in 
Marietta, Ga., announced the formation 
of the 19-member task force Sept. 19, 
2011, at the SBC Executive Committee 
meeting in Nashville, Tenn. 

Jim Veneman, assistant professor of 
communication arts and director of 
visual communications, received the 
Robin F. Garland Educator Award 
from the National Press Photographers 
Association. The NPPA is one of the 
nation’s leading photojournalism 
organizations. According to NPPA, 
the Garland award has been given 
annually since 1974 for outstanding 
service as a photojournalism educator. 
[ fig. 20 ]

Sean King, assistant professor of 
pharmaceutical sciences at Union 
University, was one of 18 recipients of 
the New Investigator Award given by 
the American Association of Colleges 
of Pharmacy. The $10,000 grant 
provides start-up funding for research 
programs for new pharmacy faculty 
members. [ fig. 21 ]

Terry McRoberts, university professor 
of music at Union University, performed 
his 20th annual faculty piano recital 
in February. The program featured 
works of Chinese composers, American 
composers and Chopin. During his fall 
semester research leave from teaching, 

McRoberts traveled to China, where he 
lectured on the piano music of Chopin 
and American composers, performed 
and researched piano music by 
Chinese composers. [ fig. 22 ]

Image journal named Bobby Rogers, 
professor of English and writer in 
residence at Union University, as its 
artist of the month for February 2012. 
Rogers said he was honored by the 
recognition: “Every Christian artist with 
a serious vocation is aware of what’s 
going on at Image,” Rogers said. 
“I’m always thrilled to have a poem 
in the paper and ink journal, and I 
was doubly gratified that the editors 
thought highly enough of my work to 
feature it for a month on their website.”  
[ fig. 23 ] 

Almost two years after record flooding 
in the Nashville area, Art Professor 
Lee Benson and his wife Betty won 
a commission to commemorate 
the effects of the disaster in West 
Park, west of the heart of Nashville. 
Four other artists also received 
commissions to make pieces of art for 
other areas of the city as part of the 
Watermarks Project. [ fig. 24 ] 

Benson also took a group of students 
to Columbus, Ga. to install “Tic Tac 
Toe,” an interactive sculpture 
designed to serve as both an art 
piece and a bench. It was installed 
successfully in a city park with plenty 
of onlookers watching the work. “Every 
time I have a piece during the school 
year that I think the students could 
be involved in, I take them with me,” 
Benson said. 

Union University women’s basketball 
coach Mark Campbell was selected 
as the Tennessee Sports Writers 
Association Coach of the Year, while 
senior Lavanda Ross was picked 
as the TSWA Women’s College 
Basketball Player of the Year. These 
awards are given annually and are 
based on votes by sports writers from 
across Tennessee. This marks the 
fourth straight TSWA Coach of the Year 
award for Campbell and fifth overall. 
Ross earns the first TSWA Player of 
the Year award for Union. [ fig. 25 ] 

The Jackson-Madison County branch 
of the NAACP presented Union 
University President David S. Dockery 
with the William D. Smart Jr. Race 
Relations Award at the organization’s 
49th annual Freedom Fund Banquet. 
The award is given to a person in the 
West Tennessee community who has 
made a significant contribution to race 
relations and racial harmony. 

Academic leaders Jimmy Davis and 
Gregory A. Thornbury defended the 
belief in a historical Adam and Eve at 
a national conference on science and 
faith sponsored by the Council on 
Christian Colleges and Universities. 
The “Genesis Colloquium” at Biola 
University in La Mirada, Calif., featured 
presentations from four university 
teams on various topics related to 
science and the book of Genesis. A 
future edition of Union’s new journal, 
Renewing Minds, will be devoted to the 
conversation about the importance of 
a historical Adam and Eve.

FAculty
retirements
In May 2012, Union University honored 
faculty members who retired at the 
end of the spring semester.

Sandra Hathcox, assistant professor 
of education, served on the Union 
faculty from 1986-88, and from 1994-
2012. She retired in May. [ fig. 26 ]

Ralph Leverett, university professor 
of special education and director of 
the M.Ed. program in Jackson, began 
teaching at Union in 1997. He continues 
as a part-time faculty member. 
[ fig. 27 ] 

Howard Newell, professor of 
business administration, began 
teaching at Union in 1982. He served 
as University Provost and Academic 
Vice President from 1989 to 1998. 
Prior to coming to Union, Newell was 
associate professor of economics and 
assistant dean/MBA director in the 
College of Business and Public Affairs 
at Murray State University in Kentucky.  
One of Union’s most important awards 
is named in his honor: the Howard 
Newell Innovative Teaching Award. 
[ fig. 28 ] 

Deborah Newell, assistant professor 
of accounting, began teaching at Union 
in 1988. She served as director of the 
professional program in accounting at 
Union’s Jackson campus.

Elsie Smith, associate professor 
of biology, went from full-time to 
part-time status. Smith began her 
Union teaching career in 1962.
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booKs 
And other 
publicAtions
For a full listing of academic books, 
monographs or book chapters, please 
see uu.edu/scholarship.

Professor of Social Work Theresa 
L. Blakley contributed a chapter to 
the book Techniques of Grief Therapy: 
Creative Practices for Counseling the 
Bereaved, edited by Robert A. Neimeyer. 
(Routledge, April 2012). Her chapter is 
entitled “Trauma Dialogues” Associate 
Professor of Social Work Nita Mehr 
contributed to the same chapter.

A new book edited by Union University 
President David S. Dockery asserts 
that faith and learning need not be 
separated into two spheres that have 
no bearing on each other, as is often 
the case at church-related colleges 
and universities. Faith and Learning: A 
Handbook for Christian Higher Education 
(B&H Academic, Spring 2012), includes 
chapters from several Union University 
faculty members writing about how 
the Christian faith should inform 
learning in a variety of fields, from 
the traditional arts and sciences to 
health care, engineering, social work, 
business and education. [ fig. 29 ]

Upon completion, Reclaiming the 
Christian Intellectual Tradition: A Guide 
for Students (Crossway) will be a 
15-volume set making the case for 
vigorous Christian thinking across 
disciplines. David S. Dockery is 
editing the series. Among the first 
five volumes released in 2012 were 
books on Christian thinking, the liberal 
arts, political science, literature and 
philosophy. Union authors were 
involved in three of them: 
• Co-written by Dockery and 

Timothy George, founding dean 
of Samford University’s Beeson 
Divinity School, The Great Tradition 
of Christian Thinking: A Student’s 
Guide (Crossway, April 2012) 
introduces an approach to the 
Christian tradition that is not 
simply historical overview, but that 
will help students engage with 
contemporary challenges to their 
faith in various academic fields. 

• Executive Vice President for 
Academic Administration Gene 
C. Fant Jr. wrote the liberal arts 
volume, in which he asserts that a 
liberal arts education can prepare 
students to become spiritually and 

intellectually empathetic people 
who are passionate about serving 
God, the church and the world. 
The Liberal Arts: A Student’s Guide 
(Crossway, June 2012) says that the 
meaning of “liberal arts” in modern 
language has moved away from its 
original intent. [ fig. 30 ]

• Dean of Instruction and Associate 
Professor of Political Science 
Hunter Baker wrote Political 
Thought: A Student’s Guide 
(Crossway, July 2012). He describes 
the 130-page book as a primer for 
political novices that was written 
without much mention of right or 
left, Republicans or Democrats. 
“I’m trying to get people past all 
the stuff that predetermines their 
response,” Baker said. [ fig. 31 ]

Walton Padelford wrote Bonhoeffer 
and Business Ethics, (BorderStone 
Press, Fall 2011). Bonhoeffer was a 
German pastor and theologian who 
opposed Adolf Hitler and the Nazi 
regime in the World War II era. He 
eventually was arrested and executed. 
Padelford’s fascination with Bonhoeffer 
led him to use the German pastor’s 
work as a template to think about the 
problem of real Christian discipleship 
in business. “What I’m really trying 
to push and stress is that God has 
given us vocation, and within that 
vocation, this is our actual path of real 
sanctification,” Padelford said. [ fig. 32 ]

A biography of J.R. Graves by Union 
University Professor James Patterson 
examines a man the author calls “a 
major shaper of Southern Baptist 
life in the 19th century.” Patterson, 
university professor of Christian 
thought and tradition and associate 
dean of the School of Theology 
and Missions, said that Graves was 
especially concerned with identifying 
the boundaries of what it means to 
be a Baptist. James Robinson Graves: 
Staking the Boundaries of Southern 
Baptist Identity, (B&H Academic, 
February 2012) was published as part 
of the “Studies in Baptist Life and 
Thought” series. [ fig. 33 ]

students
About 650 new traditional 
undergraduate students, 500 of 
whom were freshmen, began their 
Union careers in August 2011. The 
average ACT score for this incoming 
class was about 26. Rich Grimm, 
Union’s senior vice president for 
enrollment services, said this was the 

third straight year for Union to register 
more than 500 freshmen, and that the 
class as a whole was exceptionally 
strong academically. “It has been 
our privilege to serve these students 
and their families as they progressed 
through the enrollment process,” 
Grimm said. “We look forward now 
to watching them assimilate into the 
Union community, and we anticipate 
great things as they follow God’s will 
for their lives. May the Lord be with 
each of them.”
 
Claudia Velasco spent summer 
2011 writing letters, but they weren’t 
to her friends or even her mother. 
The letters from the Union University 
junior answered questions from 
the constituents of Rep. Loretta 
Sanchez (D- Calif.), which was one 
of Velasco’s duties as an intern with 
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
Institute in Washington, D.C. Velasco 
said she came back to Tennessee with 
a newfound dedication to education, 
especially for Hispanics. “My 
passion now is to focus on education 
because… education is the great 
equalizer,” she said. [ fig. 34 ]

Delegates from Union University 
to the 42nd General Assembly 
of the Tennessee Intercollegiate 
State Legislature earned the Best 
Delegation award for their role in the 
November 2011 proceedings at the 
State Capitol in Nashville. At the end 
of the session, the members of the 
executive council select the recipient 
of the Best Delegation from among 
the 40 colleges and universities 
represented at the assembly. Union 
has won the Best Delegation award 
three years in a row, and four times in 
the last five years. [ fig. 35 ]

Seven Union University history 
students presented papers at the 
biennial Phi Alpha Theta convention 
in Orlando, Fla., in January 2012. 
Union’s chapter adviser Stephen 
Carls was elected the national vice 
president. Phi Alpha Theta is a history 
honor society, and the convention 
drew more than 450 attendees 
from across the country. Union 
students who presented papers were 
Rebekah Anderson, David Conway, 
Savannah German, Elaura Highfield, 
Mary Ellen Poe, Caraline Rickard 
and Caitlin Roach. “They all did 
magnificent jobs,” Carls said of the 
Union students’ presentations.
 
Union journalism students captured 
14 awards in the “Best of the South” 
competition at the 2012 Southeast 
Journalism Conference held 

in February at the University of 
Tennessee at Martin. SEJC includes 68 
member universities from eight states 
from North Carolina to Arkansas. 
The 14 awards from Union University 
students were the highest total of any 
school in the competition. Two Union 
students – Margaret Brinson  [ fig. 
36 ] and Alex Brown – ranked third 
and fifth, respectively, in the “College 
Journalist of the Year” category. 
Other Union winners in the “Best of 
the South” competition were Katlyn 
Moncada, Katherine Pullen, Ebbie 
Davis, James Summerlin, William 
Rowland, Kristen Marks and 
Treasure Hightower.

The Red Bus Project stopped at 
Union University in April and offered 
Union students an opportunity to 
donate clothes and buy clothes that 
had been previously donated. The 
Red Bus Project provides care for 
orphans and funding for families to 
adopt children. “This is an opportunity 
where we can help with this movement 
without having the finances that other 
people might have,” said Madeline 
Hemphill, a Union freshman from 
Nashville who worked with the 
organization during January. Union 
was the 16th of 24 stops on college 
campuses scheduled for the Red Bus 
Project. [ fig. 37 ]

Union University sophomore Abby 
Williams won the International 
Public Debate Association national 
championship in the “varsity debate” 
category at the IPDA national 
tournament at Sam Houston State 
University in April. In the final round, 
Williams defeated Nathan Johnston 
from the University of Tennessee-
Knoxville. The two debated the 
resolution, “Hydraulic fracturing is 
worth the risk,” with Williams debating 
the negative side. The IPDA national 
tournament included more than 200 
competitors in three divisions (77 
in varsity). Students came from 24 
schools in eight states. Williams, from 
Springdale, Ark., is a double major in 
music and English. As a team, Union 
finished second in the sweepstakes 
competition. [ fig. 38 ]

More than 250 students from 22 
disciplines presented research 
findings in May as part of 
Union University’s Scholarship 
Symposium for 2012. The 
university’s Undergraduate Research 
Program sponsors the annual 
event. Presentations are open to 
undergraduate and graduate students 
who have completed a collaborative, 
innovative scholarly project during 
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the current academic year. About 125 
presentations were made at various 
locations around campus.

2011-12 NAIA Scholar Athletes

In its final year of NAIA competition, 
24 Union University athletes on eight 
teams were honored for academic 
achievement. In order to be eligible 
for the title NAIA Scholar Athlete, a 
student must achieve at least junior 
standing, have been in attendance 
at the nominating institution a 
minimum of one full year and have  
a minimum grade point average of 
3.5 on a 4.0 scale.

Men’s Baseball: Benjie Fesmire, 
business administration, Jackson, 
Tenn.; David Leisey, sports 

management, Lititz, Pa.; Danny 
Grimm, political science, Jackson, 
Tenn. (Grimm also was named 
to the Capital One Academic 
All-American second team)

Women’s Softball: Ali Bozza, [ fig. 39 ] 
athletic training, Jackson, Tenn., 
Samantha Giesler, pre-dentistry, 
Martin, Tenn., Caroline George, 
social work, Selmer, Tenn., Keaton 
Kirk, athletic training, Bolivar, 
Tenn., and Brook Thomas, athletic 
training, Huntingdon, Tenn.

Men’s Cross Country: Joel Wellum, 
political science, Louisville, Ky.

Women’s Cross Country: Cally Howell, 
learning foundations, Greer, S.C.; 
Lilli Harmon, nursing, O’Fallon, 
Ill.; Carissa Wilson, learning 
foundations, Paducah, Ky.; Hannah 
Clardy, biblical languages, 

Maumelle, Ark.
Men’s Golf: Ryan Mantooth, biology, 

Fayetteville, Ark.
Men’s Soccer: Kemal Gogic, chemistry, 

Zivinice, Bosnia
Women’s Soccer: Terilyn Wassell, 

art, the Philippines; Natalie 
Stallings, learning foundations, 
South Korea; Christina Brimm, 
nursing, Gallatin, Tenn.; Steffi King, 
biology, Germantown, Tenn.; and 
Whitney Kramer, pre-medicine, 
Germantown, Tenn. 

Women’s Volleyball: Cassidy O’Hair, 
international business, Lubbock, 
Texas; Lauren Sprouse, athletic 
training, Alabaster, Ala.; Shelby 
Swink, arts and sciences, 
Memphis; Emmie Moroski, 
psychology, Davis, Calif.

fig. 39

Throughout the year, Union’s Global 
Outreach teams served both 
domestically and internationally. Some 
200 participants completed 17 mission 
trips. More than half of those missions 
took students, faculty and staff outside 
the borders of the United States.
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 Founded 1823

 Chartered 1825, 1875

 Fall 2011 enrollment 4,205

 Fall 2012 enrollment 4,262

 2010-2011 non-duplicating 5,109 
 headcount

 2011-2012 non-duplicating 5,301 
 headcount 

 2011-2012 annual budget $91,000,000

 Net Assets $111,000,000

 Property Total of 350 acres

 Full-Time Faculty 230

 Total Full-Time and 590 
 Regular Part-Time Employees

 Annual Payroll $45,000,000

 Annual Economic Impact 
 to Madison County $220,000,000

union by 
the numbers
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Union University trustees celebrated the 
completion of the Union 2012 strategic plan 
during their trustee meeting Dec. 2 on the 
university campus. The plan was the fourth 
strategic plan completed during the 16 years 
of the Dockery administration. Among the 
accomplishments of the three-year plan were 
the completion of Providence Hall and Hope 
Residence Complex, a renewed priority on the 
importance of the liberal arts and a heightened 
emphasis on the Christian intellectual tradition. 

Lloyd Hansen received the Robert E. 
Craig Service Award at Union’s fall graduation 
ceremony at West Jackson Baptist Church. 
Through Hansen’s help and initiative, Union has 
established an official partnership with the Ansgar 
School of Theology and Mission in Kristiansand, 
Norway. He has served Union as an adviser to the 
engineering and international study programs, and 
on Union’s Board of Regents.

Students and staff members participated in 
community service projects Jan. 16 in honor of 
Martin Luther King Jr. Union students served at 
three different sites around the city of Jackson. In 
the morning, a group of students worked at the 
Birth Choice Pregnancy Resource Clinic. In the 
afternoon, one group of students raked leaves, pine 
cones and gumballs at Hartland Place Apartments, 
while another group cleaned, dusted and vacuumed 
at the Care Center.

The media’s role in the modern political 
process was examined in the spring Town and 
Gown series. A lecture in the “Media, Politics 
and Democracy” series addressed such issues as 
managed news, spin and journalistic punditry in 
light of popular perceptions of bias in the array of 
media available to Americans today.

Sephira Bailey Shuttlesworth (’79) shared 
stories of resolution from her childhood and the 
life of her late husband, Fred Shuttlesworth, in the 
segregated South at the fifth annual Black History 
Month program. Rev. Shuttlesworth was known as 
one of the “big three” leaders during the civil rights 
movement in the 1960s. His future wife grew up in 
Jackson and was among the first to integrate Pope 
Elementary School. “We were like innocent lambs 
headed for the slaughter,” Shuttlesworth said of 
the experience. She said it took years to gain the 
acceptance of her classmates. 

Claire Layne, a homeschooled seventh-grade 
student, defeated 32 other competitors in the 
annual West Tennessee Regional Spelling Bee, 
which Union hosts and co-sponsors annually 
with the Jackson Sun. It took two hours and 37 
rounds before Layne emerged victorious. She won 
an all-expenses-paid trip to Washington, D.C. to 
compete in the 2012 Scripps National Spelling 
Bee. Union English Professor Gavin Richardson 
served as the pronouncer for the competition.

Union’s School of Social Work hosted a work 
conference on human trafficking in March. The 
event was organized to educate participants about 
the human trafficking occurring in Tennessee, 
with sessions addressing current efforts to end 
the practice from the view of law enforcement, 
community advocates and survivor aftercare 
organizations. The conference was designed to 
benefit social workers, community agency workers, 
law enforcement personnel, the faith community 
and students. 

The third annual CultureFest featured displays, 
authentic cultural cuisine, musical performances in 

Barefoots Joe and a chapel address by Tite Tiénou 
of Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, 
Ill. The event is sponsored by Union’s Intercultural 
Community Council. 

CNN political analyst Paul Begala told a 
Union Forum audience that living in a democracy 
is an “unearned blessing.” A former strategist for 
President Bill Clinton, Begala spoke in the Carl 
Grant Events Center as part of the 13th annual 
Union Forum luncheon lecture series.

The School of Education announced two 
new concentrations for its Master of Education 
degree, both of which will integrate the newest 
iPad technology. All M.Ed. students will be 
provided with the new iPad, which will function 
as a “driving component of the new curriculum” 
according to Executive Dean Tom Rosebrough: 
“We are on the cutting edge of some wonderful 
innovations in teacher education.” 

Former Union Trustee Chairman Harry Smith 
told a luncheon audience that in four business 
careers, he learned many different principles 
that allowed him to lead others with humility, 
fairness and integrity. Smith, the former president 
of Schilling Enterprises in Memphis, spoke at 
the annual Business Through the Eyes of Faith 
luncheon, sponsored by the McAfee School 
of Business Administration. “It’s good to be 
transparent with your people,” Smith said. “Let 
them know you’re not perfect.” 

Hall of Fame Quarterback Terry Bradshaw 
headlined the fourth annual Roy L. White Legacy 
Golf & Gala at the Carl Perkins Civic Center. 
Bradshaw encouraged listeners to surround 
themselves with good people, to find a reason 
to live and a purpose to get up in the morning. 
“You’ve got to have a willingness to overcome 
mistakes,” he said. “You’ve got to be able to deal 
with failure. You’ve got to find your way.” 

At Union’s 187th annual spring 
commencement ceremony May 19, 614 students 
received degrees, including the first 41 Doctor 
of Pharmacy degrees. Carol Swain, a professor of 
political science and law at Vanderbilt University, 
gave the commencement address. The Elizabeth 
Tigrett Medal, Union’s top academic award, went 
to Katherine Pullen, an intercultural studies and 
journalism major from Jacksonville, Fla. 

In June, plans were unveiled for an online 
Master of Christian Studies degree program to 
begin in the fall semester. The program will be 
offered in partnership with the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s North American Mission Board 
and International Mission Board. It will train 
prospective church planters and missionaries. 
Theology and Missions Dean Gregory A. 
Thornbury said the 33-hour degree program is 
designed with evangelism and missions focus in 
every class, and that all classes will be available 
online.

First Baptist Church in Hendersonville, Tenn., 
received Union’s M.E. Dodd Denominational 
Service Award during a dessert reception at the 
Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting 
in New Orleans. The church provided classroom 
space for Union programs and has been a key 
partner in building a campus presence in the city. 
The Dodd Award is the highest denominational 
service award Union gives each year. 

About 550 incoming students visited the 
Union campus June 25 for new student registration 
day. The day provided incoming students with 

opportunities to meet with their advisers to 
select their fall courses. They also saw their 
assigned room in the residence halls and met 
their roommates, attended a campus-wide picnic 
where they dined with faculty and attended a 
student life fair where they learned about clubs and 
organizations on campus.

The family of prominent Southern Baptist 
statesman and former Union University trustee 
Wayne Dehoney has donated a portion of his 
personal library to the R.C. Ryan Center for 
Biblical Studies. The collection was delivered 
to Union’s Jackson campus this week. Among 
approximately 1,000 volumes are books Dehoney 
collected on subjects such as preaching, pastoral 
counseling, Baptist history, theology, and travel to 
historic biblical sites. 

Barbara McMillin (’81), president-elect of Blue 
Mountain College in Mississippi, delivered the 
summer commencement address, marking the end 
of a 20 year career at Union University in various 
roles. Most recently, she had served as associate 
provost and dean of instruction. “If you are so 
blessed, as I have been for the last 20 years, to serve 
alongside colleagues whom you love and respect 
doing meaningful work that is God-honoring and 
kingdom-building, then I encourage you to jump 
at the opportunity, as I will now, to turn to them 
and say ‘thank you’ from the bottom of my heart,” 
McMillin told graduates.

Steven Aldridge, the sports information 
director at Union University, was named the 
TranSouth Athletic Conference’s 2010-2011 
Sports Information Director of the Year during 
a conference annual meeting Aug.2, 2011 in 
Henderson, Tenn. The conference instituted the 
award in 2006 to recognize the efforts of sports 
information directors in promoting the teams of 
the TranSouth. This is the fifth time in six years 
for Aldridge to receive the award. In June 2012, 
Aldridge also was named the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics’ Clarence “Ike” Pearson 
Award winner for 2012, presented annually to an 
outstanding NAIA sports information director. 

Union added 17 new faculty members for the 
2011-2012 academic year, which began Aug. 23, 
2011. In addition to the new faculty members, 
Union has added three new staff members to key 
positions in the Office of University Relations: 
Jan Boud serves as assistant to the president for 
constituent relations; Todd Brady, who previously 
served as Union’s minister to the university for 11 
years before leaving in 2007 to be pastor at First 
Baptist Church in Paducah, Ky., has returned 
to Union as special assistant to the president for 
university relations; and Josh Clarke serves as 
director of alumni relations.

Confessional commitments play an important 
role in creating a vibrant Christian community 
that can engage with the great thinkers of the 
Christian intellectual tradition, said President 
David S. Dockery in his annual Fall Convocation 
address. Dockery suggested that the work of 
Christian higher education should be carried out 
in service to the church. He stressed that Union 
is not a church and shouldn’t be mistaken for a 
church, but as a Christ-centered university is part 
of the academic arm of God’s kingdom.

Union University President David S. Dockery 
has been appointed to a task force that will 
study the possibility of changing the name of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. SBC President 
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