
Programs use alumni days to connect the past and present, and also to keep the connection be-

tween players and the program alive. 

Union Head Coach Steven Gream says, ñThe alumni day allows former players to come back and 

see the school, former teammates, and meet our current players. It also gives our current players a 

chance to put a face to the names of players that helped bring the program to where it is today.ò 

Gream started the alumni game in the spring following his first season as head coach in 2005-06.  

The Alumni Day involves a whole day for the alumni with Alumni and their families eating to-

gether at a local restaurant and then moving on to the gym to look over Union Volleyballôs facili-

ties, locker room, etc before suiting up to play the Alumni match.  The Alumni match involves the 

Alumni playing a best of 5 match against each other with current players filling in as needed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñThis is not your normal 

alumni match,ò says 

Gream. ñOur alumni come 

back each year to be very 

competitive as they get the 

opportunity to play with and against the current players. That makes it an enjoyable match for all 

to see. 

Alumni Day is the last Saturday in April each year.  For alumni wishing to participate in any part 

of Alumni Day, please contact Union Head Coach Steven Gream at sgream@uu.edu or RSVP for 

the Alumni Day on the Union Volleyball Facebook page. 
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Amanda Hutchison Coyle who played for the Union Volleyball team for the 2005

-2008 seasons and recently graduated, gave birth on June 7th at 4:32pm to a  

beautiful baby girl.  Riyah Brielle Coyle was 9 pounds 6 oz and 21.5 inches long.  

 

Amanda Hutichison Coyle comes off of a very successful career at Union Univer-

sity where she became the 2nd All-Time Kills leader in Union History, Won First 

Team All-Conference 4 years, Won NAIA All Region 3 years (this past year 

there was no region), AVCA Southeast All-Region, AVCA All-American, and 

holds two Union recordsé 1) Highest Hitting % in a match and 2) Most blocks in 

a Career.   
 

Congratulations to the Coyle family!  We look forward to seeing Riyah grow up 

and play the game of volleyball.   

Amanda, as a senior, goes up 

for a Kill during the Tran-

South  Conference Tourna-

ment. 

Former Union Volleyball Player 

gives birth to a baby girl 

Riyah Brielle Coyle 
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Riyah Coyle Continued... 

Proud Dad (Damon 

Coyle) holds little Riyah. 



New Season Coming 

The 2008 Season was an exciting season with the Union Volleyball team winning its first conference title 

in 4 years, first national tournament appearance in 4 years (2nd all time), and having a record of 27-8.  As 

with all things, it finally had to come to an end with the very close match with #17 in the nation Vanguard 

who went on to do well in the National Tournament.  The Union Volleyball program lost 4 quality seniors 

and a key Junior (due to a Academic Major change) that helped propel the team to success.  Finding play-

ers to fill those key roles was not easy and so Coach Gream did not have time to rest following the com-

pletion of the 2008 season.  The recruiting trail took him to California, Illinois, Alabama, Mississippi, 

Eastern Tennessee, Western Tennessee, Arkansas, Nevada, Missouri, and even had conversations with 

recruits from Hawaii.  The work paid off with Union Volleyball adding 8 players in addition to the 3 re-

turning players.  The 8 new players consist of 4 Transfers (1 NCAA transfer and 3 Junior College trans-

fers) 3 Freshmen, and a Sophomore player from our Union Tryouts.  Each of these players were from very 

successful programs and had earned much success in their playing careers to date. 

 

The Union Volleyball program is very excited to have these new recruits and are well on their way to de-

fending their Conference Title in the 2009 Season.  We hope everyone can come out and support us when 

we begin the 2009 season on August 24th. 

Soon to be Freshman  

 

Shelby Swink (#10) from Houston 

High School signs with Union. 

Soon to be Freshman  

 

Lauren Sprouse (#11) from Thompson 

High School signs with Union. 



Soon to be Freshman  

 

Meagan Gipson (#5) from Trinity 

Christian Academy signs with Union. 

Junior College 

Transfer 

 

Kacie Ritter (#8) 

from Jefferson 

College Signs with 

Union 

NCAA Transfer  

 

Caroline Robbins 

(#13) from Univer-

sity of Tennessee�²
Martin signs with 

Union 

Junior College 

Transfer 

 

Kelsey Duling 

(#6) from Mt. San 

Antonio College 

(CA) Signs with 

Union 

Junior College 

Transfer 

 

Marcela Madeira

(#12) from Jeffer-

son College Signs 

with Union 

Holly Smith (#21) from Ashe-

ville Christian Academy signs 

with Union 


