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The Countercultural Road 





For what does it profit a man to gain 
the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
(Mark 8:36) 

Life/Death (Deut. 30:15,19) 

Darkness/Light (John) 

Sheep/Goats (Matt. 25:32) 

Broad/Narrow (Matt. 7:13-14) 

Good/Evil (Proverbs) 

God/Money (Matt. 6:24 



Characterizing the Crossroads 



Cultural Counter-cultural 

Cultural v. Counter-Cultural 

 Go with “the flow” of 
culture – wherever the 
culture is taking you. 

 Go against “the flow” 
of culture – in a 
direction different from 
where the culture is 
taking you. 



Family & 
Friends 

Education 

Religion Geography 

Socio-
economic 

background 

A Caldron of Cultural Influences 



Two Prevailing Cultural Influences 

Digital 
Technology 

Global 
Consumerism 



Where does the “cultural” road go? 

At best, the cultural road leads to a life 
filled with goods:  
Experiences (technology) 
Stuff (consumerism) 

But not necessarily to a good life. 





Naturalism’s “god” 

Technology and 
consumerism 

place the self at 
the center of the 
universe, where 

everything is 
understood in 

terms of 
accessory and 

choice.  



The Self: Naturalism’s “god” 

 In our current culture 
all attachments (and 
detachments) are 
personal and are 
governed by personal 
standards of taste and 
usefulness. 





Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

 A god exists who created and ordered 
the world and watches over human 
life on earth. 

 God wants people to be good, nice, 
and fair to each other, as taught in the 
Bible and by most world religions. 

 The central goal of life is to be happy 
and to feel good about oneself. 

 God does not need to be particularly 
involved in one's life except when God 
is needed to resolve a problem. 

 Good people go to heaven when they 
die. 



. . . a religion.” “It’s a relationship!” 

“But Christianity is not . . . 



What is the 
alternative? 





The Countercultural Road 

 If you seek a countercultural college 
experience (or even a countercultural 
life), then you must be drawn toward, 
caught up in, and shaped by a 
Transcendent Vision. 





What is Christianity? 

 In Acts 2, Peter does not 
offer Christianity as 
another accessory/choice 
for his audience.  He 
proclaims Christ as Lord. 

 Christianity is an 
announcement. 



“In the beginning, God . . .” 
- Genesis 1:1 

Christianity = 
announcement 

of what God 
has done, is 

doing, and will 
do in Jesus 

Christ. 

God = 
Announcer 



Creation 

Fall 

Redemption 

Restoration 



“Christianity is the story 
of how the rightful king 
has landed [in the 
“enemy-occupied 
territory” of Earth], and is 
calling us all to take part 
in a great campaign of 
sabotage.” 

- C.S. Lewis: Mere Christianity 



What does 
this mean 

for college? 



Connecting the dots . . . 

 Personal transformation (or soul formation) 
involves coming to know and to love what is 
true, beautiful, and good. 
 It’s about “the good life” or a life well-lived. 

One’s conception of “the good life” must be 
shaped by the Transcendent Vision of the 
Christian Story. 



Living the Story 

 Choosing the 
counter-cultural 
road means 
inhabiting the 
reality of God’s 
announcement.   



Living the Story 

 Choosing the counter-cultural road begins with 
death to self. 

 Christ-centered education is Cross-centered 
education:  
 It is humble, patient, obedient discipleship. 

"If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24) 

 



Mystery of the Gospel 

 It is in dying to oneself that one truly begins to live. 
 Matthew 10:39 – “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and 

whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 
 John 12:24-25 – “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat 

falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But 
if it dies, it produces many seeds. The man who loves his life 
will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life.” 

 Matthew 6:33 – “But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” 
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