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The Cultural Road 







For what does it profit a man to gain 
the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
(Mark 8:36) 

Life/Death (Deut. 30:15,19) 

Darkness/Light (John) 

Sheep/Goats (Matt. 25:32) 

Broad/Narrow (Matt. 7:13-14) 

Good/Evil (Proverbs) 

God/Money (Matt. 6:24 



Characterizing the Crossroads 



Counter-
cultural? 

“Culture” and 
“Counter-culture” 
are principally 
defined by ends, 
not means. 



Cultural Counter-cultural 

Cultural v. Counter-Cultural 

 Go with “the flow” of 
culture – wherever the 
culture is taking you. 

 Go against “the flow” 
of culture – in a 
direction different from 
where the culture is 
taking you. 



What’s wrong with this picture? 
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A Caldron of Cultural Influences 



Avoiding the errors of extremes 

 Cultural influence is inescapable.  You 
cannot transcend culture altogether. 

 But cultural influence need not be 
determinative.  You can be influenced by 
forces that transcend culture.   
This is what makes it possible to “go against the 

flow.” 



Human beings 
=  
Metaphysical 
Amphibians 

“. . . a little lower 
than the heavenly 
beings . . . crowned 
with glory and 
honor” 

Psalm 8 



So . . . What does this all mean? 

While we can’t escape culture 
entirely, we can become aware of 
its influence in our lives and 
modulate its influence in our lives 
by making counter-cultural choices. 





Characterizing the Crossroads 



The Cultural Expectation 

Major 
Minor 

College 
Courses 

Job 
Preparation 



“Go with the flow” 
College = $$ & Success 

Why not 
choose the 
“cultural” 

road? 



Dominant Shape Ultimate End 

What are the major 
forces/influences at 
work in our culture 
today? 

Where are these 
major forces and 
influences 
ultimately going? 

Characterizing the “Cultural” Road 
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A Caldron of Cultural Influences 



Two Prevailing Cultural Influences 

Digital 
Technology 

Global 
Consumerism 





Technology’s Trajectory 

Today’s digital 
technology aims to 
satisfy as many of 
(your) our collective 
desires as possible as 
quickly as possible. 



Two Prevailing Cultural Influences 

Digital 
Technology 

Global 
Consumerism 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Star Toilet Paper – “Don’t rush, look before you flush.” – Andrew Fischer, paid over 37K to advertise snore stop for 30 days on his forehead.  



Consumerism’s Cycle 

Global consumerism is 
oriented toward the 

satisfaction of as many 
of (your) our collective 

desires as is possible 
(sustainable). 

Advertise 

Purchase 
Consume 

Profit 

Produce 



For the record . . . 

The point here is neither meant to be 
anti-technology nor anti-free market. 

The point here is that this IS the 
dominant shape of our current cultural 
trajectory (for better or for worse). 



Where does the “cultural” road go? 

At best, the cultural road leads to a life 
filled with goods:  
Experiences (technology) 
Stuff (consumerism) 

But not necessarily to a good life. 





Naturalism’s “god” 

Technology and 
consumerism 

place the self at 
the center of the 
universe, where 

everything is 
understood in 

terms of 
accessory and 

choice.  



Where does the “cultural” road go? 



The End of the Road 

“There are only two kinds 
of people in the end: those 
who say to God, ‘Thy will 
be done,’ and those to 
whom God says, in the end, 
‘Thy will be done’.” 

C.S. Lewis: The Great Divorce 
Character of George Macdonald 
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