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Dr. David P. Gushee 

Dr. Gushee is University Fellow and Graves Professor of Moral Philosophy 
at Union University. He has served for ten years at Union, after three years 
on the faculty of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and three years on 
the staff of Evangelicals for Social Action. A columnist for Christianity To-
day, Editor of the Jossey-Bass “Enduring Questions in Christian Life” series, 
and widely sought speaker, Gushee is the author or editor of nine books, 
including the award-winning Kingdom Ethics (Intervarsity Press). Gushee 
was the principal drafter of the Evangelical Climate Initiative statement. He 

and his family reside in Jackson, Tennessee. 

 

 

 

Dr. E. Calvin Beisner 

Dr. Beisner is Associate Professor of Historical Theology and Social Ethics at 
Knox Theological Seminary and national spokesman for the Interfaith Stew-
ardship Alliance. He volunteers as an adjunct fellow of the Acton Institute 
for the Study of Religion and Liberty, an academic advisor to the Committee 
for a Constructive Tomorrow, and a board member of The Apologetics 
Group. A former newspaper reporter and editor of Discipleship Journal, he 
has written eleven books, chapters in over twenty others, and hundreds of 
articles and papers on Christian worldview, theology, ethics, economics, the 

environment, and apologetics. He is a co-author of “A Call to Truth, Prudence, and Protection 
of the Poor: An Evangelical Response to Global Warming,” ISA's response to the Evangelical 
Climate Initiative. He and his wife have seven children and reside in Pembroke Pines, Florida. 

 

 

Respondents:  Drs. Charles Baldwin and Michael R. Salazar, Department of Chemistry 

Moderator: Dr. Greg Thornbury, School of Christian Studies 

 

 

 

 

 

As a courtesy to your fellow observers and the participants in the debate, please do not cheer, 
clap, or add comments during the debate.  If you need to leave during the debate, please do so 
quietly, using the doors in the back of the chapel. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by the Department of Chemistry and the School of Christian Studies  

 

Resolution 1: that human emissions of CO2 and other greenhouse gases are the cause of most 
(i.e., more than half) the global warming that has occurred in the past thirty years and is pro-
jected to occur in the remainder of this century. 

Construct Dr. Beisner (10 min.) 

Cross exam Dr. Gushee (5 min.) 

Construct Dr. Gushee (10 min.) 

Cross exam Dr. Beisner (5 min.) 

Conclusions Dr. Beisner (3 min.) 

Conclusions Dr. Gushee (3 min.) 

 

Resolution 2: that human-induced global warming is likely to have catastrophic consequences 
for humanity and the rest of the biosphere if not mitigated. 

Construct Dr. Gushee (10 min.) 

Cross exam Dr. Beisner (5 min.) 

Construct Dr. Beisner (10 min.) 

Cross exam Dr. Gushee (5 min.) 

Conclusions Dr. Gushee (3 min.) 

Conclusions Dr. Beisner (3 min.) 

 

5 minute break 

 

Resolution 3: that mandatory reductions in CO2 emissions would mitigate human induced 
global warming sufficiently to make its consequences non-catastrophic at a cost that would be 
preferable to the costs of adaptation. 

Construct Dr. Beisner (10 min.) 

Cross exam Dr. Gushee (5 min.) 

Construct Dr. Gushee (10 min.) 

Cross exam Dr. Beisner (5 min.) 

Conclusions Dr. Beisner (3 min.) 

Conclusions Dr. Gushee (3 min.) 

 

General conclusions Dr. Beisner (5 min.) 

General conclusions Dr. Gushee (5 min.) 

 

Response from Dr. Salazar 

Response from Dr. Baldwin 

Question and answer session 

 


