
Developing a Database 
Management System  

for “The Courts”  



Overview   

•  The Courts is a ministry of West Jackson 
Baptist Church 

•  The Courts serves church members and 
their guests with a Walking Track, Fitness 
Center, and Gymnasium. 
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The Need 

•  Funding and Decision making concerning 
The Courts is based on usage among 
other issues.  

•  Currently these statistics are gathered by 
doing a count on the top of every hour.   

•  This is obviously not extremely accurate.  



Supplies 

•  The Courts already had the needed hardware for 
a computerized counting system, but not the 
software. 



Considerations 

•  Any software has to be very user friendly. 
•  Needs to fit the business atmosphere that 

it is being created for. 
•  Needs to verify users. 
•  Needs to be able to return statistics on 

building usage. 



The Project 

•  Create Database. 
•  Integrate ID Works (card production 

software) with database. 
•  Create Check In \ Statistics program. 



Database 

•  Availability. 
•  Ability to handle the scope of the project. 
•  Connectivity with the two different 

interfaces. 
•  Selected:  Access 



Database 



ID Works 

•  Existing software program that is used to create 
id cards. 

•  Used standard designer to create a new interface 
that integrates with created database.  

•  Takes user information and stores it into the 
database as well as printing out an id card.   

•  Total card production time approximately: 3 
minutes. 

•  Demonstrate. 



Check In /Statistics Program 

•  Once again had to be user friendly as well 
as not easy to corrupt data. 

•  Be able to run on more than one computer 
simultaneously. 

•  Considerations:  Do in Access, Program 
written in VB or some other similar 
language, dynamic web page through 
either ColdFusion or PHP. 

•  Chose: PHP dynamic web approach. 



Scope 

•  Setup IIS (web server), install PHP 5.0.4, 
and make DB a DataSource 

•  Write 3442 lines of code, making up 17 
files. 

•  Using: html, dhtml, css, JavaScript, Java 
Applets, PHP, and SQL 

•  Demonstrate. 



Problems along the way: 

•  Figuring out scanner. 
•  Trial and error on ID Works. 
•  Integrating PHP with Access. 
•  How to automatically delete people. 



Possible Future Developments 

•  Add some comments to code to make it 
easier for someone who comes along later 
to possibly update source code. 

•  Come up with way of counting guests of 
members. 

•  Create a page for updating check in and 
check out information. 


