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About this course: This course is an independent study based on current theory and 
research related to conceptual metaphor with implications for multilingual speakers. As an 
emergent framework for semantics and cognitive linguistics, conceptual metaphor 
research provides an innovative approach to understanding how the mind draws 
abstractions from our physical worlds. The implications for multilingual speakers unique 
given the complex nature of identity and socially agreed-upon frames and the values and 
experiences these frames reflect. Through in-depth readings, discussions, chapter analyses 
and an annotated bibliography, students will build a framework for language, cognition, 
and identity.  
 
Textbooks: 
Bergen, B. K. (2012). Louder than words: The new science of how the mind makes meaning.  
 New York, NY: Basic Books. 
Cook, V., & Bassetti, B. (2011). Language and bilingual cognition. New York, NY: Psychology  
 Press. 
Lakoff, G., & Johnson, M. (1980). Metaphors we live by. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
Assignments 
20% Weekly discussions. For this assignment, students and the professor will meet twice 
a week and review assigned chapters and readings.  
 
25% Chapter Reviews. For this assignment, students will complete one page summaries 
of the chapters from the reading assignments.  
 
30% Annotated Bibliography. 15 sources, one page annotations, APA. Includes current 
periodical articles on research related to metaphor and multilingualism. Assessment based 
on value of sources, clarity, cohesion, and relevance of annotations, and APA.  
 
25% Pulling it together: Final Synthesis Document. A summative guide to the course’s 
big ideas. 7-9 pp. APA. The document should be coherent, clear, organized, and accurate.  
 
Course Policies  
Late work/missed work.  All major assignments--rough draft or final draft--are due at a 

designated time. I will consider anything submitted ten minutes after the designated time 
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late, and I will dock one letter grade for every twenty-four hours beyond this time. This 

includes weekends and holidays. Missed quizzes, due to absence or tardiness, are not made 

up.  

 

Plagiarism.  Your writing must be your own. Any document submitted to me that contains 

another person’s ideas or words without proper documentation will result in failure of the 

specific assignment and will be reported to the academic center. Plagiarism is a serious 

offense in US culture, and in particular, academic settings. There are appropriate ways and 

times to use other people’s information within your own writing while giving them credit 

for these ideas and words.  

ADA Policy/Accommodations: Any student with a documented disability needing 

academic adjustments or accommodations is encouraged to speak with the course 

instructor during the first two weeks of class regarding their needs. All discussions will 

remain confidential. Students with disabilities must contact Mr. Jonathan Abernathy, 

Director of Disability Services to register for accommodations. No accommodations can be 

given without first registering with Mr. Abernathy. Stated differently, activation cannot be 

retroactive and would affect only accommodations from the point of activation 

(registration and confirmation of the disability with Mr. Jonathan Abernathy) and forward. 

Because faculty members receive official letters of accommodation from the Registrar 

shortly after the last day to add a class, the student is encouraged to contact the course 

instructor in person prior to that time (approximately two weeks after the start of class). 

Finally, students who choose to activate accommodations (e.g. extended time on tests) 

must notify the course instructor two weeks before the exam so appropriate 

accommodations can be made. 

 

 

 

 


