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SPANISH 111 

 
Fall 2013    

Beginning Spanish I    

3 hrs. credit 

 

Instructor: Dr. Kristie Niemeier 

Office:  PAC A-26   

Phone:  731-661-5994 

E-mail: kniemeier@uu.edu 

Class Times and Locations:                  

Section 2: MWF 8:00-8:50 in PAC C-16 

Section 3: MWF 11:00-11:50 in PAC A-1 

 

 

SCOPE OF THE COURSE 

 

The first semester of beginning Spanish is designed to introduce the fundamentals of Spanish 

grammar and pronunciation and to acquaint students with basic elements of many Spanish-

speaking cultures by meeting goals based on the 5 Cs of Foreign Language Learning in the 21
st
 

Century: Communication, Connections, Comparisons, Cultures and Communities. 

 

Course Goals: 

 

Communication: 

1. Students should be able to describe themselves and others.  These descriptions should include 

physical and personality traits as well as routine activities. 

2. Share information about university life. 

3. Share aspirations about the future, especially with careers. 

In order to meet these communicative goals, we will examine fundamental concepts and 

structures that are necessary for those continuing with SPA 112.  For example, we will study: 

 

       Spanish alphabet 

       Basic greetings 

       Numbers 

       Agreement with articles and adjectives 

       Ser and estar 

       Present tense 

       Ir + a + infinitive 

       Gustar 
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4. Besides being able to voice the above goals, students should also be able to understand these 

same ideas when expressed by another person in simple written and spoken passages.   

5. Students will receive an introduction to Spanish pronunciation and should be able to 

consistently master vowel sounds and understand the basics of word stress. 

 

Connections, Cultures, Communities: 

6. Students will have acquired new knowledge about the basic geography of the Spanish-

speaking world. 

7. Students will acquire knowledge about at least 3 musical and/or artistic traditions in the 

Spanish-speaking world. 

8. Students will gain insight into a few of the complexities of engaging in missions in Spanish-

speaking countries as well as with immigrants in the United States.  

 

Comparisons: 

9. Students will gain insight into the similarities and differences between Spanish and English 

through their study of grammar, pronunciation and cognates. 

 

In the future: 

Naturally, it is the hope of every professor that students would retain every last thing they 

learned in a course for all time.  However, we also realize that this is not how the brain works.  

Nonetheless, it is still realistic to expect students to take some key skills and knowledge from a 

class into the long-term future.  For SPA 111, I hope that five years from now students will: 

10. Remember basic pronunciation so they can continue using Spanish in the workplace or in 

their own personal study. 

11. Effectively use present tense to communicate in simple conversations or written exchanges. 

12. Appreciate the wide variety of Spanish-speaking cultures. 

13. Care more about immigrants in their community. 

14. Have a greater interest in missions in Spain and Latin America 

15. Understand enough cognates and retain enough basic words to get the gist out of very, very 

simple articles or e-mails. 

16. Know where to find resources to help them use and continue learning Spanish. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

 Dos Mundos: En Breve, 4th edition by Terrell, Andrade, Egasse, and Muñoz, 2010. (ISBN# 0-

07-338532-8) 

 

TEACHING METHODS 

 

One of the main objectives of this course is to help students begin to effectively use Spanish in 

their oral and written communication.  Research in second language acquisition suggests that in 

order to achieve this objective students need to experience language in context as much as 

possible.  Therefore, I will move quickly toward conducting the vast majority of class sessions in 

Spanish.  To help students improve their comprehension, I will use simple, contextualized 

scenarios and lots of visual cues.  This will be challenging and perhaps frustrating at times, but 

remember that you are not expected to understand 100% of all that the instructor says.  Over 
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time, the amount of Spanish that you understand will increase.  Be patient with yourself and try 

to take in as much as possible.    

 

Another important factor in language learning is student initiative.  In first and second-year 

language courses, the most successful students are those who make a serious, consistent effort to 

understand the language and are open to new learning experiences.  They are not afraid to use the 

language in class and make mistakes.  They study material at home before coming to class.   

 

I will expect students to come to class with the assigned pages read and homework completed.  

Class time will be used to present the textbook material with new examples to give students the 

chance to resolve any questions that have come up during their reading.  I will also devote 

significant class time to practicing the language in context through written and oral activities as 

well as readings, dialogues, videos and listening exercises.   Students are expected to use 

Spanish as much as possible; these efforts are not expected to be perfect, but I do want 

everyone to try. 
 

Moodlerooms: 

The professor will use Moodlerooms as a tool for communicating with the class, sharing 

announcements, extra study tools and copies of worksheets and Power Point presentations used 

in class.  For this reason, it is every student’s responsibility to ensure that he/she has access to 

his/her Union e-mail and Moodlerooms accounts and to check these accounts at least three times 

a week. 

 

EVALUATION: 

 

I. Your exams (40%) will have both listening and written components.  Tests are used to 

evaluate your progress in oral proficiency, listening comprehension, reading comprehension, 

writing, grammar and cultural information. 

 

NOTE: Early in the semester, each student will pick a famous person from a Spanish-speaking 

country for an ongoing semester assignment which will be incorporated into several test grades 

and will culminate in a brief oral presentation that will be part of the final exam grade.  For 

example, for the first test, you will write a brief paragraph using chapter vocabulary to say the 

person’s name and describe his/her physical characteristics.  More details will be forthcoming. 

 

 II. The format for the quizzes (20%) will vary, and they will be used to evaluate your 

performance in certain aspects of the material covered.   

 

 III. Your participation (10%) measures daily performance during class activities as well as 

overall engagement in the class. The criteria used for evaluation are attitude, evidence of effort 

and preparation for class, in-class conversations, and improvement during the course of the 

semester.  Participation will be graded on a daily basis.  Some in-class activities may be collected 

and graded for participation points.   
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IV. The purpose of homework (10%) is to guide students in their personal study by actively 

engaging them in the material.  Homework grades will be assessed primarily through the online 

learning center and with daily written activities assigned by the professor.  Any student who 

does not complete these activities on a regular basis will FAIL THE COURSE.  For your 

convenience, the Union Language Lab is located on the main hall in the Pennick Academic 

Complex (between the two gyms).  For each chapter, you should complete all of the assigned 

activities listed under “Quizzes” and e-mail them to kniemeier@uu.edu.  In addition to the 

required assignments, the textbook web site includes flash cards, music in MP3 format, the 

Laboratory Audio Program and other useful resources. 

To access the activities: 

1)  Go to http://www.mhhe.com/socscience/languages/dosmundos/bridge/ and click on the cover 

of your textbook (the En breve edition). 

2)  On the left side of the screen, under Online Learning Center, click Student Edition. 

3)  Choose the appropriate chapter on the drop-down menu.  For the online learning center, you 

will complete the quizzes assigned in the schedule.  The quizzes include Vocabulario and 

Gramática, which are vocabulary and grammar exercises, and Los amigos animados and 

Entrevistas, which are listening activities.   

The online activities are due on the day of each exam.  Dates and specific activities are 

given on the attached schedule.     

V. Comprehensive final exams (20%) are a regular component of college courses and are to be 

expected at Union. 

  

Tests, quizzes, assignments, online activity completion, and class participation are all used in 

determining your final grade.  The relative weight given to each category is indicated in the 

summary following: 

 

Exams:   40% 

 

Quizzes:   20% 

 

Participation:   10% 

 

Homework:   10% 

 

Final:    20% 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kniemeier@uu.edu
http://www.mhhe.com/socscience/languages/dosmundos/bridge/
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Course grades will be determined according to the following scale: 

 

A:    93-100 

 

B:     85-92 

 

C:     75-84 

 

D:     65-74 

 

F:    below 65 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY AND MAKEUPS: 

Students are expected to arrive on time and attend each class meeting.  All unexcused absences 

(those not approved by the Provost’s office) will negatively impact the student’s participation 

grade.  Late work will only be accepted in the case of an excused absence and only if the 

student provides appropriate documentation (e.g. a note from a doctor/nurse with specific 

dates).  In case of illness or an excused absence, students should notify the instructor prior to 

class, either by e-mail or voice mail, and should ask a friend to turn in their work for them.    

No makeup quizzes or tests will be given under any circumstances for unexcused 

absences. However, there is no penalty for missing ONE exam and ONE 

quiz.  Each student who takes all quizzes and tests will be allowed to drop one quiz and one test 

grade.  In case of an unexcused absence from class on a scheduled test or quiz day, the 

student will simply use that grade as a drop.   All students must take the final exam.  In case 

of emergency, e-mail me at kniemeier@uu.edu or leave a voice mail at 661-5994.  

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

ADA Policy/Accommodations 

 

Any student with a documented disability needing academic adjustments or accommodations is 

encouraged to speak with the course instructor during the first two weeks of class regarding their 

needs. All discussions will remain confidential. Students with disabilities must contact Mr. 

Jonathan Abernathy, Director of Disability Services to register for accommodations. No 

accommodations can be given without first registering with Mr. Abernathy. Stated differently, 

activation cannot be retroactive and would affect only accommodations from the point of 

activation (registration and confirmation of the disability with Mr. Jonathan Abernathy) and 

forward. Because faculty receive official letters of accommodation from the Registrar shortly 

after the last day to add a class, the student is encouraged to contact the course instructor in 

person prior to that time (approximately two weeks after the start of class). Finally, students 

who choose to activate accommodations (e.g. extended time on tests) must notify the course 

instructor two weeks before the exam so appropriate accommodations can be made. 

 

mailto:kniemeier@uu.edu
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Policy on Student Cheating Including Plagiarism/Academic Integrity: 

The following is taken from your Student Handbook: 

“Union University upholds the highest standards of honesty.  Students are to refrain from the use 

of unauthorized aids on examinations and all graded assignments, to refuse to give or receive 

information on examinations and all graded assignments and to turn in only those assignments 

which are the result of their own efforts and research.  Faculty are to accept the responsibility for 

discouraging cheating.  They are to make every effort to provide physical conditions which will 

deter cheating.  They are to be aware at all times of activity in the testing area.  Any student 

found guilty by the instructor of cheating will be subject to disciplinary action by the instructor.”  

In addition to the obvious dishonesty of seeking or giving assistance on exams, please remember 

that cheating also includes: failure to complete your own work on daily assignments (i.e., 

copying another person’s homework answers); taking credit in a group presentation if you did 

not participate in the group’s work; failure to document sources on research and/or homework 

assignments.  If the instructor determines that you have cheated on a homework assignment or 

did not contribute to your group’s work, you will receive a zero on that activity.  Cheating on an 

exam will also result in a failing grade for the course.   

PLEASE RESPECT OTHER STUDENTS: NO TEXTING OR E-MAILING DURING CLASS. 

I invite you to make an appointment with me or stop by my office if you have any questions 

about the class.  As a college student I learned very quickly that taking 15 minutes to go talk to 

the professor often saved me hours of confusion and worry!  Your questions do not have to be 

“big” ones either; you could come by to chat about the class, culture in general or ask me to 

clarify a textbook exercise.  If you suspect you have a problem, talk to me about it as soon as 

possible, because if you wait until the last week of class, it may be too late to make much 

difference.  Take care of concerns sooner rather than later! 

 

MY FAVORITE RESOURCES: 

www.wordreference.com 

http://www.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/index.php 

www.studyspanish.com 

http://www.mhhe.com/socscience/languages/dosmundos/bridge/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/index.php
http://www.studyspanish.com/
http://www.mhhe.com/socscience/languages/dosmundos/bridge/
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CLASS SCHEDULE 

*Professor reserves the right to alter the schedule of activities to suit the class.* 

 

 

DAY THEME PREPARE/TURN IN 

WEEK 1 INTRODUCCIÓN  

Wednesday, Aug. 21 Intro to the course, placement tests, 

Paso A 

 

Friday, Aug. 23 Paso A  

WEEK 2 LA CLASE Y LOS ESTUDIANTES  

Monday, Aug. 26 Paso A  

Wednesday, Aug. 28 

Last Day to Add a 

Class 

Paso A  

Friday, Aug. 30 Paso B  

WEEK 3 LAS DESCRIPCIONES  

Monday, Sept. 2 

NOTE: Last day to 

drop a class is Sept. 3. 

Labor Day Holiday: NO CLASS  

Wednesday, Sept. 4 Paso B Quiz 1 

Friday, Sept. 6 Paso B  

WEEK 4 MI FAMILIA Y MIS AMIGOS  

Monday, Sept. 9 Paso C  

Wednesday, Sept. 11 Paso C  

Friday, Sept. 13 Paso C Bring completed exam review to 

class 

WEEK 5 LOS DATOS PERSONALES Y LAS 

ACTIVIDADES 

 

Monday, Sept. 16 Examen 1 (Paso A, B, C) Online hw Paso A: (Voc. B, 

Gram. A.1a, A.1c, A.3a, A.3b, 

A.4a, A.4b), Paso B: (Voc. B, 

Gram. B.1, B.4a, B.4b, B.5), Paso 

C: (Los amigos animados, Gram. 

C.1a, C.2, C.3, C.5, Entrevistas) 

Wednesday, Sept. 18 Capítulo 1  

Friday, Sept. 20 Capítulo 1  

WEEK 6 LOS DATOS PERSONALES Y LAS 

ACTIVIDADES 

 

Monday, Sept. 23 Capítulo 1 Quiz 2 

Wednesday, Sept. 25 Capítulo 1  

Friday, Sept. 27 Capítulo 1, repaso Bring completed exam review to 

class 

WEEK 7 MIS PLANES Y PREFERENCIAS  
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Monday, Sept. 30 Examen 2, (Capítulo 1, Los datos 

personales y las actividades) 

Online hw Cap. 1: Los amigos 

animados, Voc. A, B, C, Gram. 

1.1a, 1.1b, 1.2a, 1.2b, 1.4a, 1.5, 

Entrevistas 

Wednesday, Oct. 2 Capítulo 2  

Friday, Oct. 4 Capítulo 2  

WEEK 8 MIS PLANES Y PREFERENCIAS  

Monday, Oct. 7 

Academic Progress 

Reports  

Capítulo 2 

 

Quiz 3 

Wednesday, Oct. 9 Capítulo 2  

Friday, Oct. 11 Fall Holiday- NO CLASS  

WEEK 9 MIS PLANES Y PREFERENCIAS  

Monday, Oct. 14 Fall Holiday- NO CLASS   

Wednesday, Oct. 16 Capítulo 2  

Friday, Oct. 18 Capítulo 2, repaso Bring completed exam review to 

class 

WEEK 10 MIS PLANES Y LOS LUGARES  

Monday, Oct. 21 

Deadline to drop a 

class is Oct. 22. 

Examen 3 (Capítulo 2, Mis planes y 

preferencias) 

Online hw Cap. 2: Los amigos 

animados, Voc. A, B, Gram. 2.1, 

2.3, 2.4, Entrevistas 

Wednesday, Oct. 23 Capítulo 3  

Friday, Oct. 25 Capítulo 3  

WEEK 11 LOS LUGARES Y LAS 

ACTIVIDADES 

 

Monday, Oct. 28 Capítulo 3  

Wednesday, Oct. 30 Capítulo 3  

Friday, Nov. 1 Capítulo 3, repaso Bring completed exam review to 

class 

WEEK 12 LA VIDA DIARIA Y LOS DÍAS 

FERIADOS 

 

Monday, Nov. 4 Examen 4 (Capítulo 3, Los lugares y 

las actividades) 

Online hw Cap. 3: Los amigos 

animados, Voc. A, B, Gram. 3.1a, 

3.1b, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, Entrevistas 

Wednesday, Nov. 6 

Priority registration 

begins Nov. 7. 

Capítulo 4  

Friday, Nov. 8 Capítulo 4  

WEEK 13 LA VIDA DIARIA Y LOS DÍAS 

FERIADOS 

 

Monday, Nov. 11 Capítulo 4 

 

 

Wednesday, Nov. 13 Capítulo 4, repaso  
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Friday, Nov. 15 Examen 5 (Capítulo 4, La vida diaria 

y los días feriados) 

Online hw Cap. 4: Los amigos 

animados, Voc. A, B, Gram. 4.1, 

4.2, 4.3, 4.5a, 4.5b, Entrevistas) 

WEEK 14 LAS CLASES Y LAS CARRERAS   

Monday, Nov. 18 Capítulo 5  

Oral Presentations 
Oral presentation* 

Wednesday, Nov. 20 Capítulo 5 

Oral Presentations 
Oral Presentation* 

Friday, Nov. 22 

NOTE: Last day to 

withdraw from all fall 

classes 

Capítulo 5 

Oral Presentations 
Oral Presentation* 

WEEK 15 DÍA DE ACCIÓN DE GRACIAS  

Monday, Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Holidays- NO CLASS  

Wednesday, Nov. 27 Thanksgiving Holidays- NO CLASS  

Friday, Nov. 29 

 
Thanksgiving Holidays- NO CLASS  

WEEK 16 LAS CLASES, LAS CARRERAS, 

REPASO 

 

Monday, Dec. 2 Capítulo 5 

 
Online hw Cap. 5: Los amigos 

animados, Voc. A, Gram. 5.2a, 

5.2b, 5.3a, 5.3b, 5.4 

Wednesday, Dec. 4 Repaso  

Friday, Dec. 6 Reading Day- Optional Open House 

Review in Language Lab 

 

   

 

*Students will sign up for their individual in-class oral presentation dates later in the 

semester. 

 

FINAL EXAM:  

 

Section 2 (8 MWF): Monday, Dec. 9 at 8:30 AM (The time in the official calendar is 8 AM, 

but we will not start until 8:30.) 

 

Section 3 (11 MWF): Monday, Dec. 9 at 2:00 PM.  

 

 

 

 

 
 


