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SPANISH 214 

  
  

Fall 2013                   Readings in Literature and Culture             3 hours                 

  

  
Professor:  Dr. Kristie Niemeier 

Office:   A-26 

E-mail:  kniemeier@uu.edu 

Phone:  661-5994 

Prerequisite:  Placement or completion of Spanish 112 

Class Meeting: TR 10:50-12:05, PAC A-1 

 

 

Course Description:               

This course offers an introduction to the reading of Hispanic literature.  It will be divided by 

genre: short story, theater, poetry, and essay (included in this is blogging and memoir).  Through 

our study of these genres we will examine four major questions: 

 

      1. How does one go about interpreting a literary text? What does it mean to analyze a text? 

      2. What are the different literary genres and what are their characteristics? 

      3. What are the various literary elements and how does one appropriately define and 

          employ them when analyzing a text? 

      4. Why is the study of literature important? 

 

Being a student of literature helps you develop a crucial life skill, the skill of interpretation, 

which you already use in your everyday life. When you listen to a song on the radio, watch a 

movie, or even converse with a friend, you use your knowledge of language, plot, and character 

to make sense of your experience. By increasing this knowledge, this course will make you a 

better "reader" of your world.  

 

Learning Objectives: 

Careful examination of these questions through this course should help students achieve the 

following objectives: 

1. Identify the literary genres.  

2. Identify the terms, tools, and techniques needed to analyze and understand works of 

literature.  

3. Apply knowledge of literary terms, etc. in textual analysis.  

4. Demonstrate the ability to actively engage with a text: Explore its meaning! Ask yourself, 

SO WHAT?  For example, María in Jorge Isaacs 19
th

 century novel María dies, don’t 

just accept her death…ask yourself SO WHAT? WHY DOES SHE DIE? WHAT DOES 

HER DEATH MEAN? WHAT DOES IT SYMBOLIZE???!!! You may find that your 

life may never be the same once you start critically thinking about things such as 

these…!!! This can ROCK YOUR WORLD…so be excited!  

5. Learn to see and appreciate the implications of these learning objectives for our own 

lives, in what we read and see.   
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6. Desire to continue reading literature (in Spanish)! I assure you, you will never be the 

same once you embrace Hispanic literature…let it move you and transform you. 

 

 

Required Texts:  (Please bring both to class each day.) 
Aproximaciones: Estudio de la literatura hispánica. 7

th
 Edition. ISBN 978-0-07-338537-2 

  

Please bring a Spanish-English, English-Spanish dictionary to class each day.  You may also 

wish to purchase a monolingual dictionary such as El pequeño Larousse. 

  

Moodle: 

The professor will use Moodle as a tool for communicating with the class, sharing 

announcements, extra study tools and copies of worksheets and Power Point presentations used 

in class.  In addition, the sign-ups for all oral presentations will be posted on Moodle.  For that 

reason, it is every student’s responsibility to ensure that he/she has access to his/her Union e-mail 

and Moodle accounts and check these accounts at least twice a week. 

 

 

Attendance Policy and Makeups:   
Students are expected to arrive on time and attend each class meeting.  This is essential in 

helping students accomplish the goals of the class.  In case of illness or an excused absence, 

students should notify the instructor prior to class, either by e-mail or voice mail, and should ask 

a friend to turn in their work for them.  If an excused absence prevents a student from 

completing an assignment on time, he or she may make up that assignment only if the 

appropriate documentation is provided in a timely manner.  An example of appropriate 

documentation would be a dated doctor’s note or a note from Nurse Paul specifying that the 

student is too ill to attend class and the dates of the illness. Makeup exams will be accepted 

only in the case of a documented excused absence (excused according to official university 

rules).  Again, if you already know of a planned absence (excused by the academic vice 

president) and notify me well in advance, I will schedule you to take the exam prior to the 

official date.  

 

Due to the nature of this course, if you expect to miss several class meetings, you should 

consider dropping the course and taking it when your schedule will allow greater 

consistency.  Each class meeting builds strongly upon the prior one. 

 

LATE WORK:  LATE HOMEWORK OR CLASS WORK MISSED BECAUSE OF AN 

UNEXCUSED ABSENCE WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  FOR MAJOR PROJECTS, SUCH AS 

YOUR PAPERS, THE PROJECT IS CONSIDERED LATE IF IT IS NOT TURNED IN BY 

THE TIME SPECIFIED ON THE SYLLABUS.  LATE PROJECTS WILL BE PENALIZED 

BY ONE LETTER GRADE UP TO ONE WEEK AFTER THE DUE DATE, AND TWO 

LETTER GRADES FOR EVERY WEEK AFTER THAT UNTIL THE LAST DAY OF 

CLASS, AFTER WHICH, NO LATE SUBMISSIONS MAY BE ACCEPTED.   
 

 

Policy on Student Cheating Including Plagiarism/Academic Integrity: 
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The following is taken from your Student Handbook: 

 

“Union University upholds the highest standards of honesty.  Students are to refrain from the use 

of unauthorized aids on examinations and all graded assignments, to refuse to give or receive 

information on examinations and all graded assignments and to turn in only those assignments 

which are the result of their own efforts and research.  Faculty are to accept the responsibility for 

discouraging cheating.  They are to make every effort to provide physical conditions which will 

deter cheating.  They are to be aware at all times of activity in the testing area.  Any student 

found guilty by the instructor of cheating will be subject to disciplinary action by the instructor.”  

  

In addition to seeking or giving assistance on exams, cheating also includes: failure to complete 

your own work on daily assignments (i.e., copying another person’s homework answers); taking 

credit in a group presentation if you did not participate in the group’s work; failure to document 

sources on research and/or homework assignments; using native speakers or internet resources to 

complete your writing exercises.  If the instructor determines that you have cheated on a 

homework assignment or did not contribute to your group’s work, you will receive a zero on that 

activity.  Plagiarizing (copying work from other students or from sources such as the Internet 

without crediting those sources) on an assignment will result in a failing grade for the 

course.  This includes the use of online translators, which always results in an F for the 

course.  Cheating on an exam or quiz will also result in a failing grade for the course.   

  

ADA Policy/Accommodations 

Any student with a documented disability needing academic adjustments or accommodations is 

encouraged to speak with the course instructor during the first two weeks of class regarding their 

needs. All discussions will remain confidential. Students with disabilities must contact Mr. 

Jonathan Abernathy, Director of Disability Services to register for accommodations. No 

accommodations can be given without first registering with Mr. Abernathy. Stated differently, 

activation cannot be retroactive and would affect only accommodations from the point of 

activation (registration and confirmation of the disability with Mr. Jonathan Abernathy) and 

forward. Because faculty receive official letters of accommodation from the Registrar shortly 

after the last day to add a class, the student is encouraged to contact the course instructor in 

person prior to that time (approximately two weeks after the start of class). Finally, students who 

choose to activate accommodations (e.g. extended time on tests) must notify the course instructor 

two weeks before the exam so appropriate accommodations can be made. 

 

I. Homework and participation. (15%)   

Reading literature in Spanish requires more than merely skimming the pages.  Besides the 

fact that for the vast majority of students in the class, the texts will not be in their native 

language, the rhetorical devices, images and genres of the texts present challenges of their own.  

For these reasons, students will have daily homework assignments that will guide them through 

the texts and help ensure that everyone keeps up with the readings.  For every reading, students 

will need to write out the answers to questions that will be assigned in class and also posted 

on Moodle.  These questions will be collected and graded.  Each homework assignment will 

be worth 10 points. 
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No late homework or in-class activities will be accepted, except in the case of a 

documented excused absence (see attendance policy). 

 

Note: Readings will be hard.  Please know that if you find them difficult, this is quite 

normal!  Here are 2 tips for reading literature in Spanish: 

 

1.  

 

2.  

 

3. 

 

 In addition to homework, students will be expected to contribute to class discussions in a 

meaningful way through both their questions and answers.  Both attendance and participation are 

important for the class dynamic and each student’s individual grade.  The following norms will 

apply: 

 More than three (3) unexcused absences for the semester will result in a lowering of 

the final grade for the course.  For each unexcused absence beyond the third, the final 

grade will be lowered by 3%.  

 Four (4) tardy arrivals = 1 unexcused absence. 

 An excused absence will be granted upon the receipt of a written excuse from the 

Provost’s office or by special permission from the professor.  (See Bulletin, pp. 32-33.)   

 Use your absences wisely so as not to risk lowering the grade you earn due to excessive 

absences. 

 You are responsible for completing any assignments missed due to excused or unexcused 

absences. YOU are responsible for inquiring about make-up work and missed 

assignments. 

 If you must miss class, please try to contact me before you are absent. 

 Exams and presentations will only be made up in case of extreme emergency.  Likewise, 

students who are scheduled to be out of town on official university business on exam day 

MUST notify the instructor at least one week in advance and make arrangements to take 

the exam early. 

   

II. Exams. (30%, 3 total) These exams will include identification, interpretation, and analysis of 

the historical information and literary content covered in the readings and class discussions.  A 

review of the class notes and your homework assignments will be very helpful in preparation for 

your tests. 

 

III. Conversación guiada. (15%) Students (in groups) will be required to help guide our 

conversation of a text once throughout the course of the semester.  Students will prepare 

questions for the class in such a way that it will help us discover the theme of the text and other 

important elements.  Please see below for rubric.  
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IV. Literary Analysis Paper. (20 %) Learning how to critically analyze a work of literature is 

essential to our class and its objectives.  For that reason, you will choose one work that we have 

not studied in class, and you will analyze it.  I will be giving you further instructions regarding 

this paper.   

The following general literary analysis resource might be useful to you: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/697/1 

 

V. Final Exam (20%)  Your final exam will be comprehensive and will give you an opportunity 

to make connections among the various works that you have studied throughout the semester. 

Course grades will be determined according to the following scale: 

 

A:    93-100 

 

B:     85-92 

 

C:     75-84 

 

D:     65-74 

 

F:    below 65 

 
Conversación Guiada Rubric 

1. Has the student prepared thoughtful and meaningful questions that direct the class towards the 

deeper meaning of the text, i.e. its theme, worldview?  25 points 

 

25 points The student clearly has a progression of questions through which he/she leads the 

class  

18   Some of the questions posed are clear and thoughtful  

10  The questions fail to engage the class in discussion 

0  No questions posed 

  

2. Do the student’s questions incorporate important literary elements to help us reach the text’s 

meaning, i.e. symbolism, metaphor, etc. as well as engage the historical context in which it was 

written? 25 points 

 

25 points The questions clearly take into consideration the historical context in which the text 

was written as well as the literary techniques that it employs 

18  The questions somewhat address the historical context and literary elements 

10 The questions do not consider the historical context and do not touch on literary 

elements  

0  No questions posed 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/697/1
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3. Does the student actively engage the class by posing discussion questions and helping direct and 

maintain the conversation? 25 points 

 

25 points Student actively engages the class   

18 The student asks the question and helps direct the conversation somewhat 

10  The student asks the question and then doesn’t say anything else   

0  No questions posed 

 

 

 

Tentative Schedule of Classes 
**Professor reserves the right to alter the schedule to accommodate the pace of the course.** 

 

Date Class Topic  Turn in/Prepare  

8/20 T Introducción  

8/22 R Introducción a la narrativa Leer pág. 10-19 

Completar Práctica (Textbook, pág. 

19-24), 1. a, d, f 2. a, b 4. a, c 5. a-f 6. 

a 7. 

8/27 T Gabriel García Márquez 

El “Boom” literario en Hispanoamérica 

(NOTE: Wed. Aug. 29: Last day to add a 

class) 

Leer pág. 35, 83-93 

Completar preguntas designadas 

8/29 R Jorge Luis Borges 

“La narrative hispanoamericana de sello 

vanguardista” 

Leer pág. 34, 59-60 

Completar preguntas designadas 

9/3 T Julio Cortázar 

Deadline to drop a class 

 

Leer pág. 61-67 

Completar preguntas designadas 

9/5 R Isabel Allende 

Conversación guiada 

_____________________ 

Leer pág. 94-101 

Completar preguntas designadas 

9/10 T Miguel de Unamuno 

“La generación del 98 en España: 

Renovación espiritual y artística” 

Conversación guiada 

_____________________ 

 

Leer pág. 33, 111-117 (line 255) 

Completar preguntas designadas 
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9/12 R Miguel de Unamuno 

 

Leer pág. 117-125 (line 572) 

Completar preguntas designadas 

 

9/17 T Miguel de Unamuno Leer pág. 125-134 

Completar preguntas designadas 

9/19 R Repaso Preparar para el Examen 1 

9/24 T Examen 1 (La narrativa)  

9/26 R Introducción a la poesía 

Vamos a completar la Práctica en clase 

para entregar. 

Leer pág. 138-151 

 

10/1 T Garcilaso de la Vega 

El Siglo de Oro y el apogee de la poesía 

española 

Leer pág. 162, 176-178 

Completar preguntas designadas 

10/3 R Santa Teresa de Jesús y San Juan de la 

Cruz 

Los grandes místicos y el cristianismo 

humanístico 

(NOTE: Academic Progress reports due 

Oct. 8) 

Leer pág. 162-163, 179-183 

Completar preguntas designadas 

10/8 T José Martí 

Los primeros modernistas 

Leer pág. 166, 200-201 

Completar preguntas designadas 

10/10 R Fall Holiday  

10/15 T Rubén Darío 

Los primeros modernistas 

Conversación guiada  

_____________________ 

 

Leer pág. 206-209 

Completar preguntas designadas 

10/17 R Ángel González, Ana María Fagundo 

La poesía española de la segunda mitad 

del siglo XX 

Hablar del análisis literario (Literary 

analysis papers) 

Leer pág. 168-171, 238-240, 244-246 
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10/22 T Repaso 

Deadline to drop a class (course appears 

on transcript with DR) 

Preparar para el Examen 2 

 

10/24 R Examen 2 (La poesía) 

 
 

10/29 T Introducción al teatro 

Vamos a completar la Práctica en clase 

para entregar. 

Leer pág. 252-261 

 

10/31 R Federico García Lorca 

García Lorca y el drama de la Generación 

del ‘27 

Conversación guiada 

_____________________ 

 

Leer pág. 283, 335-347 

Completar preguntas designadas 

 

11/5 T Federico García Lorca 

García Lorca y el drama de la Generación 

del ‘27 

Leer pág. 348-360 (hasta el final del 

Acto Segundo) 

Completar preguntas designadas 

 

11/7 R Federico García Lorca 

García Lorca y el drama de la Generación 

del ‘27Priority registration begins 

Leer pág. 360-370 

Completar preguntas designadas 

11/12 T José Ruibal 

El teatro español anterior a la caída del 

gobierno franquista 

Repaso  

Leer handout 

Completar preguntas designadas 

11/14 R Examen 3 (El teatro)  

11/19 T Introducción al ensayo Leer pág. 374-381 

Completar preguntas designadas 

11/21 R Rosario Castellanos 

El ensayo poético o meditativo 

(NOTE: Last day to withdraw from all 

Fall classes in progress) 

 

Leer pág. 380, 426-429 

Completar preguntas designadas 

Literary Analysis Paper due 

11/26 T Thanksgiving Holiday   
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11/28 R Thanksgiving Holiday  
 

 

12/3 T Rigoberta Menchú and testimonial 

literature 

Conversación guiada 

_____________________ 

Leer handouts 

Completar preguntas designadas 

12/5 R La Generación Y y los blogs 

 

Leer selecciones indicadas de 

http://lageneraciony.com/ 

y 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/yoani-

sanchez/ 

 

12/6 F Optional Open House Final Exam 

Review in Language Lab 

 

 

 

Final Exam, Thursday, December 12 from 8:00-10:00 A.M.in PAC A-1. 

The final exam is cumulative. 

http://lageneraciony.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/yoani-sanchez/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/yoani-sanchez/

