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SPANISH 318 

 
Fall 2013    

Historical Perspectives: Spain   

3 hrs. credit 

 

Instructor: Dr. Kristie Niemeier 

Office:  PAC A-26   

Phone:  731-661-5994 

E-mail: kniemeier@uu.edu 

Class Time and Location: MWF 12:00-12:50,    

H-40 (Language Lab)                 

 

 

SCOPE OF THE COURSE 

This course will provide an overview of the history, geography, literature, and art of Spain.  We 

will consider topics that might be familiar to you, such as Spain’s exploration and colonization of 

the New World and the leyenda negra.  We will also consider topics that might be less familiar 

to you, especially as they relate to how Spain’s national identity has been constructed through the 

centuries by various groups and for various purposes. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

 España y su civilización, 6th edition by Ugarte, Ugarte, and McNerney, 2009. (ISBN# 978-0-

07-338520-4) 

Additional handouts will be used throughout the semester. 

 

Moodlerooms: 

I will use Moodlerooms as a tool for communicating with the class, sharing announcements, 

extra study tools and copies of worksheets and Power Point presentations used in class.  For this 

reason, it is every student’s responsibility to ensure that he/she has access to his/her Union e-mail 

and Moodlerooms accounts and to check these accounts at least three times a week. 

 

EVALUATION: 

 

I.  Your exams (30%) will include identification, interpretation, and analysis of the information 

covered in the readings and class discussions.  A review of the “Preguntas” that I have assigned 

for homework and class notes will be very helpful in preparation for your tests. 

 

II.  Your participation and homework (15%) are an important part of the final grade.  The 

criteria used for evaluation are attitude, evidence of effort and preparation for class, in-class 

conversations, quality of group work, and improvement during the semester.  In order to receive 
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credit for participation, you must make a consistent effort to contribute verbally to class each 

day.  Absences reduce the participation grade.  In order to earn an A for participation, students 

must contribute actively to class on a consistent basis throughout the semester; mere attendance 

does NOT equal participation.   

 Reading in Spanish requires more than merely skimming the pages.  For that matter, 

reading anything well requires more than just skimming.  Therefore, students will have daily 

homework assignments that will guide them through the texts and help ensure that everyone 

keeps up with the readings.  For most readings, students will need to write out the answers—

in complete sentences and in Spanish-- to questions assigned from the “Preguntas” sections 

at the end of each chapter in the textbook.  FYI, I will draw many exam questions from 

these exercises.  Homework assignments will be collected and graded.  Each homework 

assignment will be worth 10 points. 

  

No late homework or in-class activities will be accepted, except in the case of a documented 

excused absence (see attendance policy). 

 

III. Conversación guiada (15%).  Toward the end of the semester, students will conduct part of 

the class sessions themselves in groups of 2-3.  Each group will choose a contemporary issue for 

Spain, such as immigration, the current economic crisis, etc.  They will then select a news article 

(in Spanish) for the entire class to read.  This article must be submitted to me (electronically) 

at least one week prior to the date of their discussion.  On the date of their discussion time, 

the group will present to the class information on why this topic is significant for Spain as well 

as any additional background information that may not be included in the article.  Then, the 

group will guide class discussion.  More information about this assignment will be forthcoming. 

   

IV. One 6- to 8-page research paper (20%).   

 1. You will initially submit a topic description and bibliography as a homework 

 grade.  This will be a half-page, double-spaced paragraph in Spanish of 150-175 

 words.  Keep in mind that this project should allow you to explore a topic in depth 

 and think critically.  For your bibliography you should use 6-8 valid peer-reviewed 

 sources related to the topic you select.  Please feel free to talk with me about your 

 interests early on in the semester, so that this project can be more than a mere academic 

 exercise. 

 2. Your final paper should follow MLA format and be written in Spanish.  Sources must 

 be properly documented.  Use of an online translation program is plagiarism.  This 

 paper should reflect all of the  comments I have provided in the topic description and 

 bibliography and should be 6-8 pages (2100-3000 words) in Spanish.     

 

LATE WORK:  LATE HOMEWORK OR CLASS WORK MISSED BECAUSE OF AN 

UNEXCUSED ABSENCE WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  FOR MAJOR PROJECTS, SUCH AS 

THE CONVERSACIÓN GUIADA AND THE FINAL PAPER, THE PROJECT IS 

CONSIDERED LATE IF IT IS NOT TURNED IN BY THE TIME SPECIFIED ON THE 

SYLLABUS.  LATE PROJECTS WILL BE PENALIZED BY ONE LETTER GRADE UP 
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TO ONE WEEK AFTER THE DUE DATE, AND TWO LETTER GRADES FOR EVERY 

WEEK AFTER THAT UNTIL THE LAST DAY OF CLASS, AFTER WHICH, NO LATE 

SUBMISSIONS MAY BE ACCEPTED.  PLEASE NOTE, HOWEVER, THATEACH STEP 

OF A PROJECT BUILDS ON COMMENTS FROM THE PREVIOUS STEP, SO A LATE 

SUBMISSION FOR ONE SECTION COULD ULTIMATELY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT 

EFFECT ON A STUDENT’S OVERALL GRADE.  FOR EXAMPLE, FAILURE TO TURN IN 

AN ARTICLE ON TIME COULD MAJORLY AFFECT THE FINAL CLASS DISCUSSION 

GRADE. 

 

V.  The final exam (20%) will be comprehensive in scope and will give you an opportunity to 

connect and reflect on material covered throughout the course. 

  

Course grades will be determined according to the following scale: 

 

A:    93-100 

 

B:     85-92 

 

C:     75-84 

 

D:     65-74 

 

F:    below 65 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY AND MAKEUPS: 

Students are expected to arrive on time and attend each class meeting.  All unexcused absences 

(those not approved by the Provost’s office) will negatively impact the student’s participation 

grade.  Late homework will only be accepted in the case of an excused absence and only if 

the student provides appropriate documentation (e.g. a note from a doctor/nurse with 

specific dates).  In case of illness or an excused absence, students should notify the instructor 

prior to class, either by e-mail or voice mail, and should ask a friend to turn in their work for 

them.    

Attendance is essential and expected every day for which class is scheduled. The following 

norms will apply: 

 More than three (3) unexcused absences for the semester will result in a lowering of 

the final grade for the course.  For each unexcused absence beyond the third, the final 

grade will be lowered by 3%.  

 Four (4) tardy arrivals = 1 unexcused absence. 

 An excused absence will be granted upon the receipt of a written excuse from the 

Provost’s office or by special permission from the professor.  (See Bulletin, pp. 32-33.)   

 Use your absences wisely so as not to risk lowering the grade you earn due to excessive 

absences. 
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 You are responsible for completing any assignments missed due to excused or unexcused 

absences. YOU are responsible for inquiring about make-up work and missed 

assignments. 

 If you must miss class, please try to contact me before you are absent. 

 Exams and presentations will only be made up in case of extreme emergency.  Likewise, 

students who are scheduled to be out of town on official university business on exam day 

MUST notify the instructor at least one week in advance and make arrangements to take 

the exam early. 

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

ADA Policy/Accommodations 

 

Any student with a documented disability needing academic adjustments or accommodations is 

encouraged to speak with the course instructor during the first two weeks of class regarding their 

needs. All discussions will remain confidential. Students with disabilities must contact Mr. 

Jonathan Abernathy, Director of Disability Services to register for accommodations. No 

accommodations can be given without first registering with Mr. Abernathy. Stated differently, 

activation cannot be retroactive and would affect only accommodations from the point of 

activation (registration and confirmation of the disability with Mr. Jonathan Abernathy) and 

forward. Because faculty receive official letters of accommodation from the Registrar shortly 

after the last day to add a class, the student is encouraged to contact the course instructor in 

person prior to that time (approximately two weeks after the start of class). Finally, students 

who choose to activate accommodations (e.g. extended time on tests) must notify the course 

instructor two weeks before the exam so appropriate accommodations can be made. 

Policy on Student Cheating Including Plagiarism/Academic Integrity: 

The following is taken from your Student Handbook: 

“Union University upholds the highest standards of honesty.  Students are to refrain from the use 

of unauthorized aids on examinations and all graded assignments, to refuse to give or receive 

information on examinations and all graded assignments and to turn in only those assignments 

which are the result of their own efforts and research.  Faculty are to accept the responsibility for 

discouraging cheating.  They are to make every effort to provide physical conditions which will 

deter cheating.  They are to be aware at all times of activity in the testing area.  Any student 

found guilty by the instructor of cheating will be subject to disciplinary action by the instructor.”  

In addition to the obvious dishonesty of seeking or giving assistance on exams, please remember 

that cheating also includes: failure to complete your own work on daily assignments (i.e., 

copying another person’s homework answers); taking credit in a group presentation if you did 

not participate in the group’s work; failure to document sources on research and/or homework 

assignments.  If the instructor determines that you have cheated on a homework assignment or 

did not contribute to your group’s work, you will receive a zero on that activity.  Cheating on an 

exam will also result in a failing grade for the course.   
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PLEASE RESPECT OTHER STUDENTS: NO TEXTING OR E-MAILING DURING CLASS. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

*Professor reserves the right to alter the schedule of activities to suit the class.* 

 

 

DAY THEME PREPARE/TURN IN 

WEEK 1 INTRODUCCIÓN  

Wednesday, Aug. 21 Intro to the course, issues in studying 

the history of Spain 

 

Friday, Aug. 23 Información general sobre España Leer Introducción, pág 2-19 

Preguntas 1,2, pág. 17 (3-4 

oraciones para cada pregunta) 

WEEK 2 LA PREHISTORIA HASTA LA 

EDAD MEDIA 

 

Monday, Aug. 26 Los primeros habitantes, los romanos, 

los árabes 

Leer cap .1, pág. 21-29 

Wednesday, Aug. 28 

Last Day to Add a 

Class 

La Reconquista Leer cap. 1, pág. 29-31 

Preguntas 1, 2, 4, 5, pág. 31 (para 

las preguntas 4 y 5, escribir 4-5 

oraciones en cada pregunta) 

Friday, Aug. 30 La literatura española hasta el Siglo de 

Oro 

Leer cap. 2, pág 33-35, 38-40 

Preguntas 1, 5, pág. 40 (2-3 

oraciones para cada una) 

WEEK 3 LA PREHISTORIA HASTA LA 

EDAD MEDIA 

 

Monday, Sept. 2 

NOTE: Last day to 

drop a class is Sept. 3. 

Labor Day Holiday: NO CLASS  

Wednesday, Sept. 4 El arte prehistórico, la arquitectura y la 

escultura 

Leer cap. 3, pág. 41-50 

Friday, Sept. 6 El arte prehistórico, la arquitectura y la 

escultura 

Leer cap. 3, pág. 51-53 

Preguntas 1-3, 5, pág. 53 

WEEK 4 EL SIGLO DE ORO  

Monday, Sept. 9 La España Imperial de los siglos XVI y 

XVII 

Leer cap. 4, pág. 58-61 

Preguntas 1, pág. 71 

Wednesday, Sept. 11 La España Imperial de los siglos XVI y 

XVII 

Leer cap. 4, pág. 62-66 

Pregunta 2, pág. 71 

Friday, Sept. 13 La España Imperial de los siglos XVI y 

XVII 

Leer cap. 4, pág. 66-71 

Preguntas 3, 4, pág. 71 (5-6 

oraciones para cada una) 

WEEK 5 EL SIGLO DE ORO  

Monday, Sept. 16 La literatura del Siglo Oro Leer cap. 5, pág. 73-77 
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Wednesday, Sept. 18 La literatura del Siglo Oro Leer cap. 5, pág. 77-81 

Leer fragmento de Fuenteovejuna 

Preguntas 1, 2, 3 pág. 83 (3-4 

preguntas cada una) 

Friday, Sept. 20 La literatura del Siglo Oro Leer cap. 5, pág. 81-84 

Leer fragmentos de poesía de 

Góngora y Quevedo 

WEEK 6 EL SIGLO DE ORO  

Monday, Sept. 23 Artistas y músicos del Siglo de Oro: El 

Greco y algunos músicos 

Leer cap. 7,pág. 94-97, 103 

Preguntas, 2, 5, pág. 103 

Llevar a clase una lista de los 

términos clave 

Wednesday, Sept. 25 Artistas y músicos del Siglo de Oro: 

Diego Velázquez 

Leer cap. 7,  pág. 97-102 

Friday, Sept. 27 Examen 1 (cap. 1-5, 7) ESTUDIAR, ESTUDIAR 

WEEK 7 SIGLOS DE LUCES Y 

REFORMAS: XVIII Y XIX 

 

Monday, Sept. 30 La Ilustración: historia y cultura Leer cap. 8, pág. 108-112 

Wednesday, Oct. 2 La Ilustración: historia y cultura Leer fragmentos de David T. Gies, 

“Dos preguntas regeneracionistas” 

Friday, Oct. 4 La Ilustración: Goya Leer cap. 10, pág. 131-136 

Completar tarea TBA 

WEEK 8 SIGLOS DE LUCES Y 

REFORMAS: XVIII Y XIX 

 

Monday, Oct. 7 

Academic Progress 

Reports  

El siglo XIX: las guerras de 

independencia 

 

Leer cap. 8, pág. 112-116 

Preguntas 4, 5, pág. 118 (4-5 

oraciones para cada una) 

Wednesday, Oct. 9 El siglo XIX: las Guerras Carlistas, 

Isabel II, la Primera República, 

Alfonsino XII 

Leer cap. 8, pág. 116-118 

Preguntas 6, 7, pág. 118 (3-4 

oraciones para cada una) 

Friday, Oct. 11 Fall Holiday- NO CLASS  

WEEK 9 SIGLOS DE LUCES Y 

REFORMAS: XVIII Y XIX 

 

Monday, Oct. 14 Fall Holiday- NO CLASS   

Wednesday, Oct. 16 El siglo XIX: literatura Leer cap. 9, pág. 121-129 

Preguntas 3, 4, 5, pág. 129 (3-4 

oraciones para cada una) 

Friday, Oct. 18 Las zarzuelas  Llevar a clase una descripción del 

tema para el proyecto (Topic 

description due) 

WEEK 10 SIGLO XX  

Monday, Oct. 21 

Deadline to drop a 

class is Oct. 22. 

Alfonso XIII Leer cap. 11, pág 145-147 
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Wednesday, Oct. 23 La Generación del ‘98 Leer cap. 12, pág. 156-161 + 

handouts 

Preguntas TBA 

Friday, Oct. 25 Primo de Rivera Leer cap. 147-148 

Preguntas 1, 2 pág. 153-154 (4-5 

oraciones para cada una) 

WEEK 11 SIGLO XX (GUERRA CIVIL)  

Monday, Oct. 28 La Segunda República Leer handouts de Helen Graham 

Wednesday, Oct. 30 Guerra Civil, Día 1 Leer cap. 11, pág. 150-153 

Friday, Nov. 1 Guerra Civil, Día 2 Leer cap. 13, pág. 170-176 

WEEK 12 SIGLO XX (FRANQUISMO)  

Monday, Nov. 4 La posguerra Leer handouts de Helen Graham 

Tarea de la Guerra Civil (TBA) 

Wednesday, Nov. 6 

Priority registration 

begins Nov. 7. 

La posguerra: literatura Leer cap. 12, pág. 162-168 + 

handout 

Friday, Nov. 8 Los últimos años de Franco y la 

transición 

 
 

Leer cap. 14, 187-193 

Papers due!!! 

 

WEEK 13 PRESENTE Y FUTURO  

Monday, Nov. 11 La transición y la memoria histórica Leer handouts 

Wednesday, Nov. 13 Repaso Completar Repaso, parte 1 

Friday, Nov. 15 Examen 2 (Capítulos 8-13) ESTUDIAR, ESTUDIAR 

Completar Repaso, parte 2 

WEEK 14 PRESENTE Y FUTURO   

Monday, Nov. 18 Los nacionalismos, Felipe González 

Conversación guiada* 

Leer cap. 14, pág. 193-195 + 

handout de los estudiantes 

Tarea TBA 

Wednesday, Nov. 20 La política actual 

Conversación guiada* 

Leer cap. 15, pág. 197-199 + 

handout de los estudiantes 

Tarea TBA 

Friday, Nov. 22 

NOTE: Last day to 

withdraw from all fall 

classes 

La política actual 

Conversación guiada* 

Leer cap. 15, pág. 199-201 +  

handout de los estudiantes 

Tarea TBA 

WEEK 15 DÍA DE ACCIÓN DE GRACIAS  

Monday, Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Holidays- NO CLASS  

Wednesday, Nov. 27 Thanksgiving Holidays- NO CLASS  

Friday, Nov. 29 

 
Thanksgiving Holidays- NO CLASS  

WEEK 16 PRESENTE Y FUTURO  

Monday, Dec. 2 La política actual 

Conversación guiada* 

Leer cap. 15, pág. 201-203 +  

handout de los estudiantes 

Tarea TBA 
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Wednesday, Dec. 4 La política actual 

Conversación guiada* 

Leer handout de los estudiantes 

Tarea TBA 

Friday, Dec. 6 Reading Day- No hay clase  

   

 

The final exam time scheduled for this class is: Wed., Dec. 11 from 11:00-1:00. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


