my student is at Union, they would begin to learn (continue to learn)

what it means to live a life that is entirely for your glory. | pray that you
would provide somebody - be it myself, a faculty member, staff member,
roommate, or group of peers - who will help my student to grow and mature
in their joyful obedience to love you with their everything.

Personal Prayer and Reflections
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Day Twenty-Four
Praying for Your Student’s Spiritual Growth
George H. Guthrie

“May our sons flourish in their youth like well-nurtured plants.” Psalm
144:12a

love the seasonal nature of university life. The slow turn of

each year, the rise and fall, as well as the distinct feel, colors,
sounds, and smells, of each season lend a wonderful, throbbing
rhythm to our community’s days. Of the seasons, fall and spring
are my favorites. Fall, because the heat and humidity of August
give way to the cool crisp air and vibrant colors of October.
Spring, because, as an avid gardener, | love to get my hands in
the dirt and see things grow. | come by this naturally. You should
see my mom’s rose garden! My granddad was the happiest man
in town when he had a nice, big load of cow manure! | have seen
pictures of my great-grandma’s sprawling perennial garden, with
blooms galore. In other words, it is in the genes.

This year we will harvest loads of blueberries (easy to grow,
and there is nothing like just-picked blueberries on cereal in
the morning), figs, newly planted raspberries, apples, pears,
tomatoes, squash, peppers, corn, watermelon, eggplant (too
many! only 2 plants next year!), new potatoes, and pumpkins.
| also planted two long rows of asparagus and a bed of
strawberries, both of which we will be able to enjoy beginning
next year. As | planted the asparagus and strawberries, | took a
lot of time to prepare the soil. | tilled it extensively. | added lime
to raise the PH, organic fertilizer (we are trying to get away from
chemicals), and organic matter. With strawberries, | also used a
black plastic mulch, and asparagus will get alfalfa hay, because
weeds and grass grow much too easily, and, left to themselves, will
choke the life out of the good plants. Yet, given room to grow,
small doses of fertilizer, a steady flow of water, and plenty of
sunlight, these wonderful expressions of God’s creativity will
grow to maturity and tickle the taste buds.
One of my favorite parenting passages is Ps. 144:12a, which
reads, “May our sons flourish in their youth like well-nurtured
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plants” (NLT). At Union, we are committed to providing an
atmosphere in which your student can thrive spiritually. The
transition from childhood to adulthood is tough. As you may
have experienced yourself, there are plenty of weeds to choke out
spiritual sensitivity and stunt spiritual growth. Specifically, Jesus
mentioned worries, the deceitfulness of wealth, and the desire for
things (Mark 4:19). Also, hard or shallow hearts—analogous in
Jesus’ parable to soil that is not well prepared—are not conducive
to a dynamic walk with God (Mark 4:15-17). Yet, Union will
provide many opportunities for weeding, watering, feeding, and
fruitfulness.

Lord please help my student to flourish like a well-nurtured plant this
semester. | pray that she will take advantage of opportunities to be fed
spiritually and to be confronted when “weeds” sprout up. May her heart be
soft towards You, like well-prepared soil, and may You grow her up to be
wonderfully productive in the advancement of Your kingdom.

Tip: Even though you may want her to come home often,
encourage your student to find a church home in the Jackson
area, as soon as possible. Regular meeting with and ministering
in the church is vital to one’s spiritual life, and that important
community of faith will be vital for her growth.

Personal Prayer and Reflections
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Day Twenty-Five
The Right Path Dottie Myatt

A man finds joy in giving an apt reply—and how good is a timely word!
Proverbs 15:23

’m thankful to say that all three of our children graduated from

Union more than a few years ago. One would think that being on
the same campus each day would lead to seeing each other quite
often. One would think, but that didn’t happen! In fact, their visits
to my office were few and far between—and that was a good thing!

Having easy access to a parental ear occasionally did lead to
their dropping by my office to talk briefly before or after class. |
vividly remember each time one of our daughters would enter my
office with a look of excitement mixed with wariness. She would
start talking about a new venture that she had thought about pur-
suing upon graduating. Several of her ideas were very good, sound
ones. Then, there were a few that, well, were not good ideas as far
as | could tell. I was very careful to put on my “interested in what
you are saying” face without showing any disagreement or shock.
However, inside | found myself screaming! It was only by God’s
grace that the screams didn’t burst out. When she would leave
my office, | immediately asked God to show her the path that He
had for her, regardless of how reasonable or crazy it seemed to
me. Several years after she graduated, she told me how helpful my
reactions—or lack of reactions—were, as they allowed her to think
and pray through each one and figure it out on her own.

College years are a time for students to explore new ideas, to
think about old ideas more deeply, and to find where their lives
fit in the world. It is a time for our children to figure out how to
prepare for the next chapter in their lives, whatever and wherever
that might be. That’s something that only they can do. That’s
part of growing up. That’s part of learning to depend on God,
not parents, for answers.

So, | encourage you to listen intently to your child’s ideas
about his or her future but be hesitant to react to the outlandish
ones. Find comfort from believing that your child is in the hand
of a sovereign and powerful God who loves that child far more
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than any parent can. You can trust Him to guide His precious
child down the right path.

Precious Lord Jesus, thank you for holding our students in your powerful,

loving hand. Open the hearts of our students to your guidance and will for
their lives and keep me from getting in your way.

Personal Prayer and Reflections
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Day Twenty-Six
WOI‘Ship C Gregory Thornbury

hen | attended a Christian college (one much like Union),

| could always schedule one thing on my calendar in pen:
Chapel. Two times a week, virtually every student on campus
made his way to the large auditorium for music, lectures, or
sermons. Now while | would like to be able to say in hindsight
that my every thought was riveted on each services’ proceedings,
| confess to my fair share of daydreaming. But on one occasion,
when the Academic Dean spoke from the Great Commandment
passage, something he said fired my imagination. He began by
reading the text:

“Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got
together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied:
“Love the Lord your God with all of your heart and with all of your soul
and with all of your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.”
(Matt. 22:34-27)

Dean Heie argued that three essential ways to worship God
flowed from this Scriptural teaching. First, there is worship A, the
adoration of God as demonstrated in expressions of praise. Next
is worship B, which is giving glory to God through acts of service
to our neighbor. But finally, he asserted that there is worship C
- loving God with our minds. In worship C, we worship the Lord
by contemplating God’s being and character intellectually. This
kind of love for God drives the Christian to pore over the Bible
to see what implications divine revelation has for thinking about
science, politics, ethics, and law. Loving God through disciplined
thinking, | learned, was a commandment for every believer.

A few days later, my roommate found me studying on a
Saturday night. With some incredulity, he asked me what | was
doing with my nose in a book during a perfectly good weekend.
“Worship, C, my dear Watson,” | replied, “Worship C!” Ever since
that time, | have, in so many words, repeatedly asked of both
myself and the students | teach: “How is your worship C?”

As a parent, you know whether your child loves God. If he or
she does, you have no doubt seen the expression of that devotion
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in youth meetings, praise services, and mission programs. But
now that he or she is a part of a Christian academic community,
you can take the opportunity to challenge your student to display
their Christian character by loving God with their mind in the
classroom, laboratory, and library. When papers, projects, and
exams are due at “crunch” times during the semester, we need

to remind them that their best work in these matters is a vital

act of spiritual worship too. After all, Jesus considered it an
indispensable hallmark of genuine Christianity.

Heavenly Father, help my student to love You with his mind, and, in so
doing, fulfill the Great Commandment. Help me to encourage my student
to see that worship is expressed in academic excellence and faithfulness in
study. Amen.

Tip: One way to help our students see the importance of
loving God with our mind is to be an example ourselves. If, for
instance, you are reading something by C. S. Lewis, share the
fruits of your own intellectual pursuits with your child in a phone
call, email or letter.

Personal Prayer and Reflections
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Day Twenty-Seven
Community Service Karen Taylor

Be sure to fear the Lord and serve Him faithfully with all your heart;
consider what great things he has done for you. 1 Samuel 12:24

f1 close my eyes, | can vividly remember back to the morning

of February 6, 2008. Standing on Walker Road looking toward
what remained of Union University’s student housing, many
wondered how anyone had survived or how we would ever move
beyond the massive destruction that stood before us. If | imagine
long enough, | can still hear the eerie silence of the morning,
and feel the weight of the thousands of questions that remained
unanswered for the future of Union University.

In the days following the tornado of February Sth, several

of us were fortunate enough to be able to work out of the
“command center” that was temporarily set up on Union’s Greek
Row. It was there that | saw small miracles begin to unfold as
Union University was thrust into the spotlight of the nation and
the world. In the command center, we began receiving hundreds
and hundreds of volunteers who had come to sacrifice their
time to help a university that was crippled. | realized at the time
that so many came because they saw a great need and had a
tremendous desire to help our campus. However, | know that
more importantly they came to show the love of God. There
were many times that we would look up to have ten, twenty, and
even thirty people at a time standing before us coming to serve
in any way they could. Some had gloves and carried shovels.
Others had donations of cell phones and cleaning supplies.
Even others met us each day with freshly cooked meals that
were prepared in our parking lots, handed out by people with
huge smiles, who were there to meet our basic needs. It seemed
that every time we turned around there was someone there to
provide encouragement and show their love. There is no doubt
that God sent so many people to help us in our darkest hours.
| am thankful for their willingness to answer the call to have a
servant’s heart.
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During the many weeks following the tornado, Union
University continued to receive a tremendous outpouring of love.
Anyone who was a part of the recovery efforts after the tornado
can testify to the fact that God sent so many willing people to
help us in the difficult task of getting Union back on its feet.
Seeing volunteerism on a scale so massive made me so proud of
the Christian community of which Union is a part. We saw God’s
love shown so purely to us through the simple act of someone
meeting our needs.

Each year since 2002, the faculty, staff, and students of
Union University have participated in Campus & Community: A
Day of Remembrance and Service by volunteering and serving in
various capacities throughout the community. This special day
is set aside to reflect on God’s protection of our campus during
past years and to give thanks to a community that has wrapped
its arms around Union in times of crisis. This year, November
4th will hold a special significance as hundreds of students
and university employees will leave the campus to go out in the
community to volunteer at schools, churches, and private and
civic organizations.

Union University seeks to teach each student that by helping
others and embodying the heart of a servant, we can show God’s
love to people throughout our community. As your student gets
involved in the many activities available around campus, please
encourage them to spend at least a portion of their time serving
others outside the walls of Union University.

Dear Lord, | pray that you will open my child’s eyes to the world
around them. | ask that you give them opportunities to use their talents
and abilities in a way that will help others in the community. Most
importantly, | pray that you will give my student a servant’s heart so that
others can see your love through them.

Personal Prayer and Reflections
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Day Twenty-Eight
Finances: Encouraging Student Stewardship
(Even When They Don’t Have Any Money!) Kimberly Thornbury

Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if
you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust
you with true riches? Luke 16:10-11

I always loved those surprise letters from my mother during
college. You know, the letters with the surprise $10 or $20
tucked inside. The money promised a meal outside the cafeteria
and a movie (that didn’t even need to be a matinee!) It’s a
universal truth that college students always seem to need money.

Now that the student is 18, students can apply for (and
readily obtain) a credit card with no parental signature or co-
signer. (While Union prohibits credit card companies from
soliciting students on campus, often students receive dozens of
credit card offers via the mail their first year.)

According to Sallie Mae, the nation’s largest student loan
lender, the average college student carries an average of $3,173
in credit card debt. This is the highest average since they began
collecting college student debt averages in 1998. The report also
revealed that only 17% of college students pay their balance in
full each month. Stated differently, 83% of college students fail
to pay off their cards each month.

Students have trouble understanding that if they have a
$1,000 balance and pay the minimum balance each month on
a credit card with 18% interest, it will take 12 years to pay off.
(Plus, they will have paid a whopping $1,115 in interest charges!)
Many college students naively think that they can accrue credit
card debt and pay it off in a few years when they land a “real
job” once they graduate.

Many parents help pay for a student’s tuition, room, and
board but ask that the student himself earn any extra spending
money. Students may begin college with a nice checking account
balance from work over the summer but soon the balance
dwindles as the semester progresses. Financing clothes, fun, and
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food on a credit card can seem initially attractive and can be a
quick fix to avoid the realities of money management. Financial
planning is an important area that students learn independence
and decision making skills. Creating a budget, limiting spending,
and paying off credit card balances on time, every time are
valuable lessons that can be learned while your son or daughter
is in college. Students also can learn the spiritual discipline

of being content, even when they don’t get what they want.
Hebrews 13:5 exhorts, “Keep your lives free from the love of money and
be content with what you have, because God has said, ‘Never will | leave
you; never will | forsake you.””

Lord, | pray that You would grant my student wisdom in the area
of money management. | pray that he or she would be faithful with
these scarce resources, and that You would provide contentment in all
circumstances. We are thankful that You provide for our every need.

Tip: Many credit card companies will limit the amount of
credit on a credit card when asked. See if your son or daughter
can be faithful with a small credit limit (e.g. $300) before
expanding that credit limit. Union also offers a wonderful
personal finance class that many seniors have found helpful
before leaving Union.

Personal Prayer and Reflections
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Day Twenty-Nine
Growing Pains Gene Fant, Jr.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. . . . Fathers, do
not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord. Ephesians 6:1 & 4

M y brother developed a taste for Mexican food while he was
in college and loved to eat it after midnight. In our city the
Taco Bell drive-through stayed open until 5 a.m. or so, so it was
not uncommon for him to make a run in the wee hours of the
morning.

One time, during his first summer home from school, he was
coming in the door at the same time as our dad was walking into
the kitchen to grab a cup of coffee to start his day. Steve walked
in with his crumpled bag, wearing his pajama bottoms (“It was
the drive-through,” he reasoned), with his bed sheet draped
around his shoulders.

Needless to say, Dad was pretty steamed. A stern parental
discussion ensued, you know the kind: drunks on the road,
responsibilities, and curfews. Things were fairly tense between
them for a while.

It’s a difficult time when parents realize that an adult is living
under their roof. It’s especially tricky for the first few years after
that magic 18" birthday. The independence of college life makes
it even more intense. It only gets trickier as the 21 birthday
looms on the horizon.

In Ephesians 6, Paul writes about family relationships. First
he reminds children to “obey” (v. 1) and “honor” (v. 2) their
parents, a reminder of Exodus 20:12 (the fifth commandment).
| think it’s important, though, that Paul quickly moves to
fathers: “Do not provoke your children to anger” (v. 4). In the
households of many of my friends, neither the fathers nor the
sons were living up to their scriptural admonitions.

So how can we work through these kinds of tensions?

First, we need to think through areas of potential conflict;
these issues may include curfews, work, travel, or friends who
stay overnight. Perhaps you could make up a list of these areas
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and how you would like for your student to handle them.
College students are notorious for failing to use common sense,
so parents have to walk a balance between responsibility and
allowing the young person to learn a few lessons the hard way.
The more prepared you are as parents, the more likely you’ll be
to talk your way through these conflicts without arguing.
Secondly, choose the best time to talk about these issues.
5 a.m. is not the best time. The heat of the moment is not the
best time. On the way to grandma’s funeral is not the best time.
We must look for times of calm and peacefulness to allow such
discussions to bear their best fruit. Also remember never to start
negotiations with an ultimatum; leave room for compromise.
The college years set the pattern for how parents and their
adult children will relate for years to come. A little forethought
and some attention to treating one another with respect will go a
long way toward setting a strong foundation for the future.

God, help me as my student makes this transition into full-fledged
adulthood. Give me the insight needed to see my child as an adult and help
me to be reasonable as | help my child grow into adulthood.

Tip: Plan ahead to find ways to discuss the issues that may
become problematic when he / she returns home for visits.

Personal Prayer and Reflections
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Day Thirty
Patience with the Process Ann Singleton

I could tell from my twenty-two-year-old daughter’s voice that
things weren’t going so well. Even though Ellen didn’t voice

any one concern, | knew that something wasn’t quite right.

As her mother, | tried to ask the right questions and respond
appropriately to her less-than-clarifying answers. | even quoted a
few applicable Scriptures verses.

Then | remembered a popular T.V. commercial. This
particular commercial, promoting a long distance service,
showed a concerned father talking to his obviously distraught
daughter. All he said was, “l understand,” over and over. He
offered no counsel, not even reassuring words of wisdom. He just
repeated over and over the phrase, “l understand,” and allowed
his daughter to talk. So, | tried it. Instead of gathering all of the
important details and giving a plethora of options for Ellen to
help her “fix things,” | stopped talking so much and just listened.

As | listened, | heard Ellen express fear and doubt concerning
her chosen major. She had entered college as an undecided
major with few qualms. We had discussed how her exposure
to a variety of disciplines and professors would be clarifying.

We would let the Lord speak to her through her experiences. In
her culminating senior field experience, however, these unsure
feelings were a different story. She was so afraid that she had not
processed her experiences in the way her Lord intended and that
she had missed His divine plan for her life.

Psalm 46:1-3 reminds us that “God is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea.”
My Ellen’s mountains were shaking; her seas were roaring. What
she needed from me, though, was confidence that God was in
control and that, with His help, she could figure this out. She did
not need my advice nor my wisdom. Oh, how difficult it was to
be quiet and patient and let God be her Counsel!

So how can we know when to offer counsel and when to be
patient with the process?
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First, we need to remind ourselves that God is truly in
control. If | really believe this Biblical truth, then | can use self
discipline, listening and allowing my student to figure out this
process called life. What better place than a Christian university
for young people to find a community that supports them in all
areas of their lives?

Second, | constantly need to tell my student that | am proud
of her. As she takes more control over her life and learns how to
accept more responsibility, she may make mistakes. She needs to
hear from me that | don’t expect her to be perfect, only to learn
from her mistakes.

Lord, help me to listen to my student. | know that You are in control
and that You love her even more than | do. Help me to be patient and to
let my student learn all of the lessons that need to be learned. Thank You
for Union University where | know my student can learn these lessons in a
safe and wholesome environment.

Personal Prayer and Reflections
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Day Thirty-One
Choosing a Major: Listening to God’s Calling
Gene Fant, Jr.

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel,
“Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for servant is
listening.”” 1 Samuel 3:8b-9a.

few years ago | received a call from the parents of a student

who had changed his major from pre-med to English. They
were livid and wanted to speak with me. Before we met, | asked
the student if he minded; he thought it was a great idea.

On that Saturday, the parents poured out their hearts about
how they had always dreamed of having a doctor in the family.
They’d encouraged their son in his studies and were devastated
that he was “only” an English major. They lamented, “What can
an English major even do?” (Virtually anything! I've had English
majors who completed medical schooll).

| paused before asking, “Do you know what your son’s G.P.A.
is?”

The mother squirmed. “I think it’s a 1.5. That’s not very
good, but he can work harder.”

| continued: “And what did he get in organic chemistry?”

Another squirm. “He dropped it the first time and got a D the
second time.”

| smiled: “Folks, | hate to tell you, but your son really hasn’t
been a pre-med major in a while. He hates science, hates lab
work, and doesn’t want to be a doctor. He loves to read and
write, however, and shows signs of being a pretty good teacher.
He’s happier since he changed his major, too. He’s prayed about
it, he’s talked to mentors about it, and | think that he’s made a
pretty mature decision.”

After our meeting, they felt better. It’s been several years since
then; | can report that the student finished his degree, went on
to complete a master’s degree in English literature with a perfect
4.0 G.P.A., and became a successful teacher and coach who
mentors many young people every year.
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Parents walk a fine line between exhorting excellence and
being overbearing in their students’ lives. When students arrive at
university, they encounter new ideas, new people, and often they
realize new dreams for their lives. For some students, the choice
of major is a long-planned-for ideal. For others, it’s a practical
choice. For others, it’s a strong sense of God’s leading in their
lives.

While a student’s choice of major is not always equivalent to
vocational calling, it certainly is a major part of it. “Vocation”
means, literally, “calling”; for Christians it should remind us of
Samuel’s experience of hearing God’s call in the middle of the
night. Samuel’s mother had given her son to God, and Samuel’s
mentor was Eli. As Samuel heard God’s call, Eli urged the young
man to listen to and seek after God’s will.

It must have been hard for Hannah to have trusted God and
Eli with her son, just as it is hard for many parents to trust their
students to the faculty and staff of the university. God, however,
has great and wonderful plans for his children (including our
own children), and, like Hannah, we should learn to rely on
God’s wisdom, even as our students are learning to listen to
God’s voice.

God, help my student to listen for Your calling on his / her life. Send mentors
who will help in this process. Give me the peace | need to trust in Your wisdom.

Personal Prayer and Reflections

67



Contributors

Julie Bradfield serves as the Director of Student Mobilization through the Of-
fice of Campus Ministries. A 2001 Union graduate, Julie provides direction for
the Global Opportunities program at Union. She has enjoyed leading GO Trip
teams to Miami, Florida, as well as five teams to Germany, where she served
previously as a Journeyman with the International Mission Board.

Paul Deschenes is Union’s Director of Counseling Services. He has been a
psychologist in Jackson for 27 years. He enjoys fishing, canoeing, woodwork-
ing, and gardening. He has been married to Diane for 23 years. They have two
children; Daniel is 19, and Anna Marie is 18.

Gene Fant is the Dean of Union’s College of Arts & Sciences. He and his wife
Lisa are the co-authors of Expectant Moments: Devotions for Expectant Par-
ents (Zondervan 2002); they have eleven year-old twins, Ethan & Emily.

George Guthrie serves as Union’s Benjamin W. Perry Professor of Bible in the
Department of Christian Studies. He is the author of numerous articles and

5 books, including The Holman Guide to Interpreting the Bible (co-authored
with Dr. David Dockery), the NIV Application Commentary: Hebrews, and
the Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary on Hebrews. He,
his wife Pat, and their children, Joshua & Anna, live on a “small-holding” near
Jackson, with blueberry bushes, cherry trees, a dog, three cats, eight ducks,
and a number of very large catfish.

Gary Johnson serves as a professor of Physical Education, Wellness, & Sport
in addition to coaching the cross country teams. He and his wife Holly are
fitness runners and compete regularly in local road races. Gary recently
completed his doctorate at Middle Tennessee State University with a disserta-
tion focusing on college choice factors for student-athletes. His son, Miles,
celebrated his fourth birthday on June 24th.

Kate Cline is a junior History and Creative Writing major from Washington,
DC. Her career goals are to have the mind of William Carey, the prayer life
of Charles Spurgeon, and the godliness of Elizabeth Eliot. Along the way, she
wants to teach history, work with humanitarian aid organizations, and write
historical fiction.

Pamela Sutton Lewis is a professor in the English Department at Union
University. She is known for her stash of chocolate in her office, but also for
her love of baseball (son Drew plays for the Cincinnati Reds) and cycling (son
Tyler is a competitive road and mountain cyclist). An experienced empty nester
and single mom, she has written parenting articles for The Jackson Sun and
The Florida Baptist Witness.

Beth Madison is a wife, mother of two sons, and faculty member in the Con-
tinuing Studies department at Union.

68



Dottie Myatt is the Assistant Dean for Teacher Education and Accreditation
and Professor of Elementary Education. Her husband, Sam, is also a faculty
member at Union, and all three of their children (Bill Myatt, Lili Tankersley,
and Janie Williams) graduated from Union. Dr. Myatt serves on the Teacher
Education Board of Examiners of the TN Department of Education and has
held several leadership roles in state and national teacher education organiza-
tions. She was selected as the 2007 Faculty of the Year at Union.

Howard and Debbie Newell both teach in Union’s McAfee School of Business
Administration. They are authors of Personal Financial Management: A Stew-
ardship Perspective. Howard and Debbie have been married for 35 years and
are the parents of two children, a married daughter (Allison) and a married
son (Grant). They have three grandchildren.

Mary Anne Poe is Professor of Social Work and Director of the BSW Pro-
gram. She served as Social Work Department Chair for 11 years and was the
Union University 2009 Faculty of the Year. She and her husband, Dr. Harry
L. Poe, the Charles Colson Professor of Faith and Culture at Union, have two
daughters. Rebecca is a 2009 Union alumnus and Mary Ellen is a freshman.

Roland Porter currently serves as Associate Professor, McAfee School of Busi-
ness Administration. He is a graduate of University of California, Berkeley, CA
(JD/MBA) and also serves as Pastor of Agape Christian Fellowship Church,
Jackson. He and his wife Patricia, are empty-nesters.

Stacy Preston is a 2005 graduate of Union and serves as the Administrative
Assistant in Campus Ministries as well as the coordinator of Klemata, Union’s
Women’s Ministry.

Carla Sanderson serves as the university’s provost, giving leadership to
Union’s Learning Community. She serves as a commissioner for the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools and board member for Christian higher
education associations. Dr. Sanderson and her husband, Larry, have three
sons, Clayton, Cody, and Cullen.

Ann Singleton currently serves as Associate Dean of the School of Education.
Her 24-year tenure at the university, coupled with her role as a mother of two
children who had very different college experiences, gives her a well rounded
perspective of university life. She has coauthored a textbook, Teaching Math-
ematics to All Children and was recognized as Union University 2003 Faculty
of the Year.

Karen Taylor serves as the Assistant Director of Student Leadership Develop-
ment and Student Programs. She isa 2001 graduate of Union University with
a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration. She recently completed the
Masters of Education in Higher Education Administration from Dallas Baptist
University. Karen works with a variety of student organizations on campus,
and especially enjoys working with freshman students.

69



Gregory Alan Thornbury currently serves as the founding Dean of the School
of Christian Studies and Acting Minister to the University. A senior writer &
editor for Kairos Journal, he is a graduate of Southern Seminary in Louisville,
Kentucky (M.Div., Ph.D.). He is the husband of Kimberly and the father of
Kate (8) & Carolyn (6).

Kimberly Thornbury serves as Union’s Vice President for Student Services &
Dean of Students and has two daughters, Kate (8) and Carolyn (6). She is a
recent contributor to College Faith 2: 150 Christian Leaders and Educations
Share Faith Stories from Their Student Days. In addition, she speaks on wom-
en in leadership and serves on college student development leadership boards.

Richard Wells is Dean of the Chapel at Union University. Before coming to
Union in 2008, he served for some five and a half years as Senior Pastor of
South Canyon Baptist Church (Rapid City, South Dakota). Previously he had
served on the faculty of Beeson Divinity School at Samford University in Bir-
mingham, and as President of Criswell College in Dallas. He and his wife Carol
have three grown children and five grandchildren.

Lee Wilson serves as the Director of Spiritual Formation and Discipleship

at Union University. Prior to joining the staff in January of 2008, Lee gradu-
ated with a BA in English Literature at Texas A&M and began working on his
Masters of Divinity at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville,
Kentucky. Prior to coming on staff at Union, Lee also provided leadership to
the College Ministry at Hunsinger Lane Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky.
Lee will be overseeing programs that minister to students at Union. Lee is
thrilled to be married to his lovely wife Beth, who is expecting their first.

—Special thanks to Sarah Belcher in the Office of Creative Services for the
layout and design of this devotional—
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