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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

The Union University official description for this course is as follows: A study of the nature, method, and content of Christian theology, the course will focus on the person and work of Christ, Holy Spirit, Salvation, Church, and Last Things. This course is designed for the master’s-level stu​dent.
OBJECTIVES

After completing this course, the student should be able to

(1)
Explain the significance of the various titles of Jesus Christ and the offices for which he 


was anointed.
(2)
Explain the doctrine of the person of Christ according to the orthodox, Chalcedonian 
formulation in opposition to Christological heresies.

(3)
Define “penal substitution” and explain how forms the center of a biblical doctrine of 
atonement.
(4)
Explain how the resurrection of Christ is necessary to his atoning work.

(5)
Explain the baptism, indwelling, and gifts of the Holy Spirit as new covenant blessings 
in Scripture.

(6)
Define the church, explain its biblical leadership structure and government, and explain 
the significance of its ordinances.
(7)
Explain the significance of “inaugurated eschatology” for Christian theology.
(8)
Identify and explain the major elements of a biblical eschatology.
(9)
Explain different approaches to the question of the timing of the return of Christ in 


relation to the tribulation period and the millennium of Revelation 20.
(10)
Present a Bible study in a church setting on an important theological issue. 

(11)
Make a case for a position on a theological issue based on personal research.   

TEXTBOOKS

· An English Bible. (The English Standard Version will be used in class, but you may bring whatever version you prefer.)
· Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994. ISBN-10: 0-310-28670-0; ISBN-13: 978-0-310-286707
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

To remain in good standing with Union University, you are expected to demonstrate academic honesty, integrity, civility, and respect for others. Academic integrity means implicit and explicit behaviors that exemplify honesty and truthful representation of personal academic work. Cheating, lying, and plagiarism are examples of destructive and unethical behaviors that reflect deception or dishonesty. 

DIGITAL RESOURCES
You must be aware of the following online resources and know how to use them:
· WebAdvisor is where you find your grades, course load, transcript, and financial information. You can also use this to access your student account and make online payments.
· Union E-mail is the official means of communication between UU and you. Check it regularly. You can use this account to send e-mail or receive e-mail, just like as Yahoo or Gmail.

· Blackboard is the online classroom that is specific to this course. This classroom exists only for the duration of the course; then it disappears. With Blackboard you can e-mail others in the course internally.
ATTENDANCE AND CONTINUITY OF INSTRUCTION
Students will be counted absent if they miss roll call at 5:30. Those who come in tardy are responsible for notifying the instructor. Evening break times must be limited to the time allowed. One absence (of any kind) will be permitted without penalty. The second and third absences will be penalized 50 points each.  Students missing more than three sessions will fail. All mobile phones should be turned off and must be used only outside the classroom.  If there is a disruption of instruction (for example, class cancelled due to bad weather or to a severe outbreak of influenza), students will find instructions posted on Blackboard as well as on www.uu.edu/personal/keasley.  
ASSIGNMENTS
Reading. Read selections from Grudem’s Systematic Theology according to the schedule given below.  (NOTE: Each section is listed on a particular date; reading of that section must be completed before class begins on that date.) Accountability: Fill out the reading log provided for you at the end of this syllabus and turn it in on the last day of class (December 8). 100 points.
Exams. On November 9, you will be tested over the person and work of Christ and the doctrine of the Holy Spirit.  On December 8, you will be tested over the doctrines of salvation, the church, and last things.  400 points (200 points per test).  
Research Paper. Once you have received approval from the professor on a topic that interests you, you will write a research paper of 8-15 pages in length.  This paper must be double-spaced, with a 12 point font and 1-inch margins; it must follow the Turabian style guidelines.  It must make a specific proposal pertaining to one of the topics that we will cover during this course (i.e., something related to the doctrines of Christ, the Holy Spirit, the church, salvation, or last things).  You may offer a proposal for a biblical understanding of some issue.  You may compare two different theologians or traditions on one particular topic and evaluate them.  You may focus on one particular theologian and offer an interpretation of his view on a particular theological issue.  Here are some examples of the kinds of paper topics that would work:

· A paper offering a biblical argument for penal substitution as the central concept of atonement;

· A paper arguing for or against the continuation of the gifts of prophecy and tongues in the church today;
· A paper comparing Luther’s doctrine of the Lord’s Supper with that of both Zwingli and Calvin and showing which one is more biblical;

· A paper comparing the Calvinist doctrine of election with the Arminian doctrine and showing which one is more biblical;

-
A paper comparing millennial views and making a biblical case for one particular view. 
This paper must draw from a minimum of five sources (books, journal articles, dictionary articles, etc.), though more sources are recommended.  You must include a bibliography at the end (no need to list the Bible in your bibliography; simply indicate in a footnote the first time you cite Scripture what translation you are using).  You will be graded on the quality and clarity of your arguments, the quality of your research, the logic of your presentation, the beauty of your writing style, correct use of grammar and spelling, and adherence to the style guidelines. This paper is due on the last day of class (Dec. 8). A bibliography has been provided at the end of this syllabus to aid you in your research and further study beyond this course.  300 points.    

If you prefer not to do a research paper and do not mind receiving a lower grade for the course as a result, you may substitute a book review instead.  Choose one book from the bibliography at the end of this syllabus (or suggest a book yourself) and, with the professor’s approval, read it in its entirety and write a 5-7 page review (12 point font, 1-inch margins, Turabian style for book reviews).  The review should seek to accomplish the following:
(1) Summarize the thesis of the book and state the audience for whom it appears to be written.

(2) Provide a summary of the book’s major sections and arguments (1-3 pages).

(3) Offer a critique, indicating both the strengths and weaknesses of the book. (2-4 pages)

(4) Conclude with an overall statement regarding the value of the book for the subject it addresses.

If you choose to do this assignment instead of the research paper, it is due on Dec. 8. 225 points.
Bible Study on Justification. Prepare a Bible study on the doctrine of justification that you could use in a typical church setting.  The goal for this Bible study is to teach your people the biblical doctrine of justification, specifically by using the Roman Catholic doctrine as a foil for comparison.  This assignment may be written as a complete manuscript or as a detailed outline, so long as I am able to follow exactly what you are saying.  You will be graded on accurate representation of the theological issues involved, a correct biblical understanding of justification, and the quality of your communication. This paper is due on the last day of class (Dec. 8). 200 points. NOTE: We will discuss the doctrine of justification in class on November 10, so it will be to your benefit to finalize this assignment after you have heard that lecture.  It will also be to your benefit to read about justification in some of the works listed in the bibliography at the end of this syllabus.  Theological dictionaries and systematic theologies are a good place to start.
Please note that you have a number of things due on December 8 (reading log, test, research paper/book review, Bible study).  I want to give you the maximum amount of time to complete these assignments, but that means you will have to begin early and pace yourself.  Time management is one skill that you must learn in order to succeed at this level of education.  
GRADING
The objective points possible are 1000. Grades will be calculated according to the Union University scale: A = 950-1000; B = 850-949; C = 750-849; D = 650-749; F = 649 and under. Factors such as tardiness and class participation may count up to 10% of the grade. 
With research paper (maximum grade of “A”)
With book review (maximum grade of “B”)
Assigned Reading:
100 points
Assigned Reading:
100 points

Exam 1:
200 points
Exam 1:
200 points

Exam 2:
200 points
Exam 2:
200 points
Research paper:
300 points
Book review:
225 points
Bible Study on Justification:
200 points
Bible study on Justification
200 points
TOTAL:
1000 points
TOTAL
925 points
LATE WORK

If you fail to turn in an assignment on Thursday, December 8, you may email it to me no later than Saturday, December 10, for a 10% grade reduction.  After December 10, you will be assigned a grade of zero.
If you are absent on a test day, I will work with you to schedule a make-up test.  If you have an excused absence on December 8, you may email your assignments to me by December 10, and there will be no grade reduction.   
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
NOTE: You have a reading assignment from Grudem to be completed before the first day of class.  Also, notice that you have about 150 pages of reading due during the fourth week of class because we have two consecutive days of class that week (November 9 and 10).  It would be to your benefit to read ahead during the early weeks, when the load is a bit lighter, so that you are not overwhelmed during week 4.  
Session/Date
Topic
Assignments Due


1

Thurs Oct
20
Course introduction

Grudem, chapters 29 (624-33) and





The Doctrine of the Person of Christ
26 (529-67)




2

Thurs
 Oct
27
The Doctrine of the Work of Christ

Grudem, chapters 27 and 28








(568-623)
3

Thurs
Nov
3
The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit

Grudem, chapters 30 (634-53), 39  








(763-87), 52, and 53 (1016-1088)
4

Wed
Nov
9
Exam 1


Grudem, chapters 43 (840-50), 32, 





The Doctrine of Salvation


33, 34, and 35 (669-721).
5

Thurs Nov
10
The Doctrine of Salvation (con’t)

Grudem, chapters 36, 37, 38 (722-








62), 40, 41, 42 (788-839)
6

Thurs
 Nov
17
The Doctrine of the Church


Grudem, chapters 44 (853-72), 46,









47, 48, 49, 50 (887-1002)





7

Thurs
 Dec
1
The Doctrine of Last Things

 
Grudem, chapters 54, 55, 56, 57








(1091-1167)
8

Thurs Dec
8
Exam 2


Reading log due








Research paper OR book review 









due








Bible study on justification due
READING LOG

I read ______% of the assigned portions of Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology according to the schedule laid out on this syllabus.

I read ______% of Grudem’s book later than the schedule indicates.

I did not read _____% of the assigned reading for Grudem at all.  

On my honor, I affirm that what I have indicated here is, to the best of my knowledge, a true reflection of what I read in fulfillment of the requirements for this course.




_______________________ (print name)




_______________________ (signature)

[Print this page, fill it in and sign it, and turn it in on December 8.]
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