
Schedule for LifeLines for Educators 2013 
Getting More with the Common Core 

Saturday, January 26, 2013, 8:00-3:15 
Continuing Studies Campus, Union University, Emporium Drive (across from Moe’s) 

Registration is from 7:45-8:15 

 

Half-day Certificates of Attendance will be given for Sessions 1 & 2 
Full-day Certificates of Attendance will be given for Sessions 1, 2, 3, & 4 

Lunch will be on your own between sessions 2 and 3. 
Some revisions might be made to the schedule.  

 

SESSIONS AT A GLANCE 

Room 
Session 1: 
8:30-9:45 

Session 2: 
10:00-11:15 

Session 3: 
12:30-1:45 

Session 4: 
2:00-3:15 

Room 
111 
(38) 

Common Core Standards 
and Common Disability 

Characteristics 
 

Gwendolyn Tomlin, special 
ed teacher, JMCSS 

High School 

Common Core Standards 
and Common Disability 

Characteristics 
 

Gwendolyn Tomlin, special 
ed teacher, JMCSS 

High School 

Common Core and Trials in 
Teaching 

 
Karen Terry, language arts 

teacher, Benton County 
Junior High 

Middle School 

Common Core and Trials in 
Teaching 

 
Karen Terry, language arts 

teacher, Benton County 
Junior High 

Middle School 

Room 
112 
(48) 

Getting to the CORE of 
Group Work 

 
Lisa Whaley & 

Marilyn Davis, teachers, 
Chester County Schools 

Middle School 

Getting to the CORE of 
Group Work 

 
Lisa Whaley & 

Marilyn Davis, teachers, 
Chester County Schools 

Middle School 

Reading the Masters: An 
Arts Integrated Curriculum 

 
Dr. Robyn Batson 

Covington Integrated Arts 
Academy 

Elem/Middle 

Reading the Masters: An 
Arts Integrated Curriculum 

 
Dr. Robyn Batson 

Covington Integrated Arts 
Academy 

Elem/Middle 

Room 
113 
(46) 

Teaching the Common 
Core through Literature 

 
Jessica Donnell & 

Elizabeth Parnell, library 
media specialists, JMCSS 

Elem/Middle 

Teaching the Common 
Core through Literature 

 
Jessica Donnell & 

Elizabeth Parnell, library 
media specialists, JMCSS 

Elem/Middle 

Piecing It All Together: 
Integrating Common Core 

into Your Everyday Lessons  
 

Abby Ross & 
Suzanne Chapman, 
preschool teachers, 
Crockett Co Schools 

Preschool/Elem 

Piecing It All Together: 
Integrating Common Core 

into Your Everyday Lessons  
 

Abby Ross & 
Suzanne Chapman, 
preschool teachers, 
Crockett Co Schools 

Preschool/Elem 

Room 
114 
(40) 

Reaching ALL Students 
 

Kathryn Huffman & 
Marvin Rayner, Tipton 

County Schools 
All grades 

Reaching ALL Students 
 

Kathryn Huffman & 
Marvin Rayner, Tipton 

County Schools 
All grades 

Cues, Questioning, & 
Thinking Maps 

 
Becky Whitehead & 
Leah Wages, Lane 

Elementary teachers, 
JMCSS 

All grades 

Cues, Questioning, & 
Thinking Maps 

 
Becky Whitehead & 
Leah Wages, Lane 

Elementary teachers, 
JMCSS 

All grades 

Room 
122 
(28) 

Common Core and the 
Early Grades (PreK-1) 

 
Dr. Tiffany Green, Principal 

Whitehall PreK, JMCSS 
Preschool/Lower Elem 

Common Core and the 
Early Grades (PreK-1) 

 
Dr. Tiffany Green, Principal 

Whitehall PreK, JMCSS 
Preschool/Lower Elem 

Punctual Picture Books: 
Just in Time for the 

Common Core 
 

Megan Shulman, library 
media specialist, JMCSS & 
JSCC, and Jennifer Ballard, 
Spec Educ teacher, JMCSS 

All grades 

Punctual Picture Books: 
Just in Time for the 

Common Core 
 

Megan Shulman, library 
media specialist, JMCSS & 
JSCC, and Jennifer Ballard, 
Spec Educ teacher, JMCSS 

All grades 



SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 

Session Room Level Presenter/Title Description 

1 & 2 111 
High 

School 

Gwendolyn Tomlin, special educ 
teacher, JMCSS 

Common Core Standards and Common 
Disability Characteristics 

This session will cover secondary-level students with 
mild and high incidence disabilities including learning 

disabilities, mild intellectual disability, mild 
emotional disability, and high functioning autism. 

Discuss characteristics of adolescents with high 
incidence disabilities and factors that influence 

learning. The session will end with a discussion on 
effective instruction and behavior management 

techniques for content area instruction. 

1 & 2 112 
Middle 
School 

Lisa Whaley & Marilyn Davis, teachers, 
Chester County Schools 

 
Getting to the CORE of Group Work 

The session will incorporate techniques for applying 
Common Core Standards in group activities. Specific 

emphasis will be given to individual role 
responsibilities and defense of responses. The 
participants will be actively involved in a mock 

lesson. 

1 & 2 113 
Elem/ 

Middle 
School 

Jessica Donnell & Elizabeth Parnell, 
library media specialists, JMCSS 

 
Teaching the Common Core through 

Literature 

Our session will be an hour-long immersion in great 
books. We will highlight exemplary picture and 

chapter books and pair them with Common Core 
Standards they can be used to teach. Teachers will 
leave with a bibliography of quality books to use in 

the classroom as well as engaging activities for 
students. 

1 & 2 114 All 

Kathryn Huffman & Marvin Rayner, 
Tipton County Schools 

 
Reaching ALL Students 

Poverty…students with disabilities..Ethnicity…what 
do these words have in common? SUBGROUPS! If 
you truly want to make a difference in your school 

and in your classroom, then you must recognize and 
understand the differences in these students and 

how to reach and teach them. This presentation will 
assist you in opening your eyes and the lines of 

communication to reaching ALL students and helping 
you achieve your Gap Closure targets. 

1 & 2 122 
Preschool 
& Lower 

Elem 

Dr. Tiffany Green, Principal Whitehall 
PreK, JMCSS 

 
Common Core and the Early Grades 

(PreK-1) 

In this session educators of PreK-1 students will leave 
with strategies and resources that can be instantly 
used in the classroom to assist with implementing 

the CCSS in Language and Math. 

3 & 4 111 
Middle 
School 

Karen Terry, language arts teacher, 
Benton County Junior High 

 
Common Core and Trials in Teaching 

Using trials of literary and/or pop culture characters 
to motivate students to increase their writing 

abilities, discuss and use critical thinking skills, and 
teach a wide variety of standards. The students 

become the prosecuting and defending attorneys. 

3 & 4 112 
Elem/ 

Middle 
School 

Dr. Robyn Batson 
Covington Integrated Arts Academy 

 
Reading the Masters: An Arts Integrated 

Curriculum 

Reading the Masters is an arts integrated curriculum 
that uses masterpiece works of art to teach reading, 

writing, language arts, and non-arts connections. 

3 & 4 113 
Preschool 
& Lower 

Elem 

Abby Ross & 
Suzanne Chapman, preschool teachers, 

Crockett Co Schools 
 

Piecing It All Together: Integrating 
Common Core into Your Everyday 

Are you feeling overwhelmed by the Common Core 
Standards? In this session, we will go through a 

sample unit and show you how you may already be 
implementing these standards in your lessons. You 
will leave with lots of ideas that you can begin using 

in your classroom on Monday morning! 



Lessons  

3 & 4 114 All 

Becky Whitehead & 
Leah Wages, Lane Elementary teachers, 

JMCSS 
 

Cues, Questioning, & Thinking Maps 

Our presentation will focus on research-based 
strategies form Marzano and Dr. David Hyerle 

(Thinking Maps) that have been successful in our 
classrooms. The strategies are applicable to any 

grade level and/or subject and will help strengthen 
comprehension and the depth of thinking developed 

through the use of cues, questioning, and graphic 
organizers. 

3 & 4 122 All 

Megan Shulman, library media 
specialist, JMCSS & JSCC, and Jennifer 

Ballard, Spec Educ teacher, JMCSS 
 
 

Punctual Picture Books: Just in Time for 
the Common Core 

 
 

This session is geared to teachers of all grades and 
subjects on how they may implement exemplar 
picture book texts into their everyday lessons to 

further the Common Core State Standards. Examples 
of texts and lesson ideas will be presented on how 
best to use picture book texts within the context of 

the Common Core to delve deeper into cognitive 
processes than teachers have been able to before. 

Participants will leave with lists of books that fit 
exemplar texts and areas in which implementation 

will be key for further study. 

 

Sponsored by Bethel University, Freed Hardeman University, Union University, University of Memphis at 

Lambuth, University of TN at Martin, the Jackson Area Chamber of Commerce, and First TN Bank 

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THE EVALUATION FORM BEFORE YOU LEAVE. 

HAVE A GREAT REST OF THE SCHOOL YEAR! 


