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here are times when it is important to stop
and celebrate the good things taking place
around us. Such is the case for all who

have a relationship with Union University. 
We celebrate a record fall enrollment of 2,919,
which will project to over 3,500 total (non-
duplicating) students for the 2004-05 year. 
We celebrate the completion of the “Building a
Future Campaign”— a year in advance of 
the projected timeline with gifts of $63 million,
three million beyond our 60 million goal.

We celebrate a wonderful class of 811 new
students enrolled in undergraduate and graduate
programs, a record number of new students for
any one year. We celebrate outstanding new
faculty and staff who have joined
the Union community. We celebrate
a community of scholars devoted to
serious engagement with the culture,
seeking to sanctify the secular by
reclaiming the Christian intellectual
tradition. We celebrate the research,
the publications, the presentations,
the opportunities of service, but
most of all we celebrate excellence
in teaching, prized and prioritized across this
university—in Jackson and Germantown.

We celebrate the transformation taking place
in the lives of so many students. We celebrate
the impact they will have on families and on
individuals, in communities and in cities, in
Church and in society, in our nation and in 
our world as kingdom citizens who think and
live Christianly.

In this issue of the Unionite you will find 
the names of several thousand individuals,
churches, and companies who have invested in
this University over the past year. We celebrate 
their generosity. We pledge to be good stewards 
of these gifts, using them wisely to expand 
Union’s growing influence and to advance 
her distinctive mission.

We celebrate another year (eight in a row) of
being recognized as a top tier institution among
universities in the South by U.S. News and
World Report. More specifically we are pleased
to announce that Union was ranked 6th across
the South in student selectivity, 8th in terms 
of faculty resources, and 10th in the percentage
of entering students who finished in the top 25
percent of their high school class. Moreover we 
celebrate similar rankings by the Carnegie
Foundation along with the recent announcement
by Business Reform magazine that Union’s business
school is among the top ten church-related 
business programs in the entire country. We 
celebrate academic excellence at Union University.

We celebrate Union’s wonderful
heritage, and as we do so we 
celebrate the hopefulness of the
future. In this column in 2000, I
wrote to you about a “Bold Vision:
Vision and Values 2005.” Today,
we celebrate the near completion of
that strategic plan even as we look
forward toward “2010: A Vision
for Excellence” for the university.

While the challenges are many, Union
University has never been healthier. Union has
the finest faculty ever. The dedication of the
Union staff is a blessing to observe. The quantity
and quality of students has never been greater.
The support from alumni and friends has never
been better. The work of the Union Board of
Trustees and other advisory groups has never
been more focused. The opportunities for the
future are numerous. There is much for which
to be hopeful as we take the next steps together
thinking about the possibilities for this great
university in coming years. As we do so, we
stop to celebrate the obvious favor and blessing
of God on this institution at this particular
time—and we do so with deep thanksgiving 
in our hearts.

A time for celebration 
with thanksgiving

Soli Deo Gloria

David S. Dockery
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