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hen 2003 graduates return to campus for homecoming and other special events in years to
come, it is likely that the topic of conversations will return to the tornados that hit Jackson
and the Union campus in November, 2002 and May, 2003. How grateful we are for God’s

providential protection that spared the campus from major disaster. These traumatic events
brought the members of the Union family closer together to work side by side in the restoration
of the campus, as well as the city of Jackson. The unique opportunities for grace-filled service in
behalf of others were special indeed. The damage to the campus exceeded $2.6 million. The cam-
pus has largely been restored, with key improvements in the residence life areas. Most importantly,
no one on campus was injured in either the November or May storm. While the storms will
remain at the top of our memory list, there were many other things to celebrate this past year.

For the second straight year over 700 students were graduated from Union University. They
enter opportunities of service in strategic roles in business, government, healthcare and education.
Numerous students leave Union for prestigious graduate and professional school opportunities.
For these graduates we are grateful.

This past year saw a record non-duplicating annual enrollment of over 3,500 students in all
university programs throughout the year with a record fall enrollment of 2,612 in 2002, which
was surpassed with a record 2,809 in 2003. Among these students we welcome a growing 
number of national merit finalists and students from over 40 states and 30 countries. National
top tier recognitions continued to come to Union from U.S. News and World Report and other 
significant publications.

The Union faculty continued to reach new heights in scholarship and excellence in teaching.
The Union mission for excellence in teaching and scholarship, grounded in a Christian world-
view, is best seen in the 2002 publication of Shaping a Christian Worldview, a collection of essays
by faculty and administrators from all areas across the campus. The Union staff provided quality
support to enable the University community to carry forth the mission and core values of the
University with faithfulness. Alumni support continued to increase and Homecoming 2003 was 
a definite high water mark on last year’s calendar.

The Board of Trustees and the Union administration sought to find ways to be faithful stewards
of the financial resources allocated in the Union budget. Significant progress was made toward
the goal of $60 million in the “Building a Future” campaign. The expansion of the Germantown
campus will open ever new opportunities for Union’s work in Shelby County.

Throughout the presentation in this annual report issue of The Unionite you will see examples
of Union’s commitment to Christ-centered excellence. You will see it in the stories of students, in
the accomplishments of faculty and staff in teaching, research and service, in academics, in the
arts, in athletics and in the daily administration of the University. You will see the names of
almost 3,500 friends, who through their gifts, advanced the work of the University—not only 
for this past year, but for the years to come. I hope this brief presentation provides for you a 
window into the life and work of one of the finest Christian universities in the entire country. 
I want you to know, on behalf of the students, staff, faculty and trustees, of this University, of 
our deep gratitude for the investment of your support, your gifts, your encouragement and your
prayers. The 2002-03 year at Union University was a great one in every way, and we deeply
appreciate your involvement with us.

Soli Deo Gloria,

David S. Dockery

F
R
O

M
T
H

E
P
R
E
S
ID

E
N

T

A Time for Remembrance

W

The Union University Magazine
Spring 2004, Volume 55, Number 1

President
David S. Dockery

Senior Vice President 
for Institutional Advancement
G. Robert Alsobrook

Associate Vice President 
for University Relations 
and Enrollment Services
Kathie Chute

Director of University 
Promotional Strategies
Beverly Vos

Art Director
Todd Mullins

Director of Visual Communication
Jim Veneman

Web Development Agent
Cam Tracy

STUDENT STAFF

Photographer
Justin Veneman

Alumni News Coordinator
Katie Gould

Student Workers
Tracie Holden, Lindsay Stavish, 
Kristen Hiller, Alaina Kraus

Editorial Office
Unionite
1050 Union University Drive
Jackson, Tenn. 38305-3697
Phone: (731) 661-5298
Fax : (731) 661-5177
Web site: www.uu.edu
E-mail: unionite@uu.edu

Numbers to Know
(Area code 731)
Admissions 661-5210
Advancement 661-5050
Alumni Services 661-5208
Athletic Office 661-5130
Church Services 661-5281
Events/Snow Dawg 661-5048
Financial Aid 661-5015
LifeWay Bookstore 668-9492
Switchboard 668-1818

Unionite is published bi-annually by Union
University, 1050 Union University Drive, Jackson,
Tenn. 38305-3697. Union University is an academic 
community, affiliated with the Tennessee Baptist
Convention, equipping persons to think Christianly
and serve faithfully in ways consistent with its core
values of being Christ-centered, people-focused,
excellence-driven, and future-directed. ©2004

UU

Features
10 The day of remembrance

Union finds a creative way to remember the events surrounding 
the 2002 tornado that hit campus.

16 Providing tools for teacher-scholars
Union’s Kina Mallard directs faculty development at the university. 
Now she’ll also head up efforts at the CCCU.

20 An evening with Rudolph Giuliani
Rudolph Giuliani makes a splash at Union’s seventh annual 
Scholarship Banquet

22 Graduation 2003
Renowned speakers address graduates at Union’s three 
commencement ceremonies.

24 Homecoming 2004

26 Roll Call of Contributors
An extensive look at those who contributed to Union 
during the past year.

Departments
4 1050 u.u. drive: campus news

55 old school: alumni news
64 final frame: photo essay

About the cover
In commemoration of the one-year anniversary of the November 2002
tornado, more than 800 Union students, faculty, and staff declared their
gratitude through Day of Remembrance. Numerous community service
projects, ministries and organizations throughout Jackson and Madison

County received a helping hand.

Spring 2004  www.uu.edu

10 16 20 22


