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he Union 2010 Plan is a far-reaching
plan designed to guide trustees, faculty,
staff, students, administrators, and others

toward a bold, exciting, and shared future.
The comprehensive Plan, unanimously
adopted by the Board of Trustees in
December of 2004, addresses our mission,
facilities, enrollment, personnel, programs,
and other opportunities and challenges. We
now find ourselves at the mid-point in the
implementation of the
Plan. As we stop to evalu-
ate, we rejoice in God’s
ongoing blessings and
favor to this University.
Over 25 percent of the goals
have already been completed
and all of the others are
making great progress. We
are now at the $94 million
mark toward our $110 mil-
lion campaign goal.

The completion of
White Hall is a major
milestone for this campus
and the Union 2010 Plan.
The new opportunities for teaching and
research in the sciences and health care will be
incredibly significant. So many people have
been involved with us in making this dream
come true. We give thanks to our trustee
leadership, especially Harry Smith and Bob
Campbell. We give thanks to dozens of people
who provided gifts for this project, particu-
larly Roy and Martha White, West Tennessee
Healthcare, Jim and Janet Ayers, and oth-
ers. We are indeed grateful for the textbook
relationship with H&M Construction and
TLM (engineers and architects). We rejoice
in the open doors for students and faculty

in days and years ahead.
As we look toward the fall, enrollment

projections appear strong. We welcome Dr.
Gene Fant as the new dean for the College
of Arts and Sciences. We are excited about
three new centers that will be launched in
the fall: (1) The Center for Media, Faith,
and Culture under the leadership of Dr.
Michael Chute, (2) The Center for Religion
and Politics under the direction of Professor

Micah Watson, and (3)
The Stephen Olford
Center for Preaching,
where Dr. David Olford
will serve as the Stephen
Olford Professor of
Preaching and Assistant 
to the President.

Several new projects will
hopefully be launched in
the coming year, including
new residential life facili-
ties and a new banquet
hall, in addition to the
amphitheatre. All of these
new developments are

healthy steps toward the fulfillment of the
Union 2010 Plan.

It takes a lot of people pulling in the
same direction toward a common mission
and a shared vision for these things to
become realities—not only trustees, admin-
istrators, faculty, staff, and students—but
alumni, friends, volunteers, and donors.
We give thanks to each person who has
invested in the work of Union University
during this strategic period. Ultimately we
give thanks for God’s ongoing goodness to a
very special academic community called
Union University.
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Soli Deo Gloria

David S. Dockery
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16 The Olford Legacy
Stephen Olford was one of the most influential evangelical leaders of the 20th         
century. Now the extraordinary ministry bearing his name joins forces with 
Union University’s School of Christian Studies.

20 Scientific Milestone
Union dedicates its new $20 million White Hall science building and opens one 
of the region’s most sophisticated study facilities.

26 Trials Brought Opportunity
No one really expected this first-year teacher at a troubled inner-city school to
stay around for very long. That’s because no one really knew Julie Propst.

30 Toward a Baptist Identity
At the start of the 21st century, what does it mean to be a Baptist?
People from all walks of denominational life came to Union 
this winter to consider that question at a historic conference 
that is still being talked about across the convention.

34 Raising Alexander
Today he’s an NFL draft pick. But when David and Melissa
Barham first met Rufus Alexander, they saw a young man 
who needed direction and loving care.
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About the cover
White Hall is the new home of Union University’s biology and
chemistry departments and the School of Nursing. Named for lead
donor Roy L. White, the $20 million facility is the largest invest-
ment of its kind in Union’s 185-year history. At the building’s dedi-
cation on May 11, many students and friends of Union got their
first looks at the much-anticipated facility.
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