
from all across the SBC.  We 

wanted to seek God's guidance in 

addressing the issues, to under-

stand historically why things have 

been done, what the current chal-

lenges and opportunities might be, 

and to look for ways to address 

matters in a way that will indeed 

help move the SBC toward the 

goal of sharing the Gospel more 

faithfully to the nations. We had to 

decide what was realistic, what 

would be helpful, what should or 

could be done . . . and then we had 

to determine not as individuals but 

as a group what we considered to 

be God's best for the future of the 

SBC.”   

In a day when churches trend to-

ward being less denominational in 

their identity, some have won-

dered whether this report will lead 

churches to become more inde-

pendent or more cooperative in 

their work.  Dockery responded 

by saying the Task Force prays 

there will be a greater commit-

ment to support the Cooperative 

Program and a heightened collabo-

ration in the shared work of the 

churches in the Southern Baptist 

Convention.    

To those who might feel skeptical 

of the report, Dockery stated, “I 

hope people will recognize that 

this diverse committee has worked 

hard and prayed much to reach the 

consensus that we have reached to 

bring forth these recommenda-

tions…”                                       

  (Quote continued on page 4) 

In recent years, Southern Baptist 

churches have grown increasingly 

aware of the great need to more 

intentionally and effectively obey 

Jesus’ Great Commission to 

make disciples of all nations. 

One result of that awareness 

came at the 2009 Southern Bap-

tist Convention in Louisville, KY, 

when Dr. Albert Mohler, Jr.  

made the following motion: 

“Moved: That the Southern Bap-

tist Convention, meeting June 23-

24, 2009 in Louisville, Kentucky, 

authorize the President of the 

Southern Baptist Convention to 

appoint a Great Commission 

Task Force charged to bring a 

report and any recommendations 

to the Southern Baptist Conven-

tion, meeting in Orlando, Florida, 

June 15-16, 2010, concerning 

how Southern Baptists can work 

more faithfully and effectively 

together in serving Christ 

through the Great Commission.”  

The motion was received with 

overwhelming support as 95% of 

the messengers voted in favor of 

it.   

Since that point, the 23 members 

appointed to the Great Commis-

sion Task Force have worked 

diligently to prepare biblically-

founded and historically-informed 

recommendations to present to 

the Convention in order to most 

effectively unify the churches in 

the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Those serving on the Task Force 

were intentionally chosen to 

represent various sectors of the 

Southern Baptist Convention life.  

They include a handful of older 

and younger pastors, a state con-

vention leader, an associational 

leader, two seminary presidents, 

one university president, two 

women, one layman, a vice-

president of the North American 

Mission Board, and a former 

president of the Southern Baptist 

Convention.  Dr. Dockery, Presi-

dent of Union University, serves 

on this Task Force.  Dockery 

expressed the long-term goal of 

the work of the Task Force by 

saying, “I can only pray that the 

results of the report will lead us 

toward greater cooperation in 

our work, greater unity, and a 

new culture across the SBC, a 

greater understanding of the 

need to share the Gospel more 

faithfully, and a need for churches 

and individuals to be more stra-

tegic, missional, and faithful in 

taking the Gospel to the na-

tions.” 

Dockery acknowledged the chal-

lenging work undertaken by the 

Task Force in order to carry out 

this goal.  He explained, “We 

have received well over 100 rec-

ommendations for us to consider 
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have in sharing the Gospel.  He 

encouraged them to remember 

that God does not need the 

IMB or the SBC to accomplish 

his work, but that He gra-

ciously allows them to partici-

pate in spreading the Gospel to 

all nations.  He encouraged 

each one to consecrate them-

selves  so the Lord could work 

mightily through them.  

President Dockery awarded Ran-

kin with the M.E. Dodd Denomi-

national Service award for his 

seventeen years of outstanding 

leadership at the IMB.  The M.E. 

Dodd award is the highest de-

nominational service award given 

at Union University, given annu-

ally to a leader in the SBC who 

has displayed excellence and lead-

ership.   

Dr. Jerry Rankin, retiring Presi-

dent of the International Mission 

Board, addressed members of 

the West Tennessee Pastors 

Conference on March 2 in the 

Carl Grant Events Center.   

Dr. Rankin, who will have served 

as president of the IMB for sev-

enteen years in July, reminded 

the pastors of the privilege they 

Page 2 The Connection 

Educational Reform in Iraq 

During the four days of work-

shops, Dr. Sanderson worked 

alongside fifty vice presidents 

for eight hours a day to discuss 

different educational systems. 

These leaders recognize a lack 

of quality in their system in 

comparison to outside systems 

which flourish. Previously, the 

government placed students in 

degree programs based on apti-

tude tests. This created no in-

centive for the students to per-

form well because many were 

placed in degrees in which they 

had no interest. 

The region still has a long way 

to go. For example, there is no 

student service mindset. The 

idea of a counseling service was 

novel to them. Dr. Sanderson 

emphasized the importance of 

guiding students not only in the 

classrooms but also in their 

personal lives since these stu-

dents have each experienced 

the loss of loved ones. Though 

the leaders kept an optimistic 

outlook, there was very little 

hope in their hearts to see Iraq 

as no longer war-torn. But the 

Prime Minister has set an ag-

gressive timeline to push 

through these difficult days. 

Dr. Sanderson says this invitation 

was truly an answer to prayer. 

She asked God for the opportu-

nity to help “fledgling schools.” 

After her return, she continues 

to believe that Union’s Liberal 

Arts program remains the best 

foundation and structure for 

universities to follow. She be-

lieves God instills dreams and 

gifts to students and they should 

have an educational system that 

will “open up and free them to 

discover who they are.”  

She shared that “second to the 

Gospel, education has been the 

most pivotal instrument for 

change in the world.” If there 

were an honest, open exchange 

of ideas, students in Iraq could be 

exposed to great thinkers, some 

of which are Christians.  

She says, “It is vitally important to 

open minds and hearts to find 

truth. Indeed, education can make 

it possible for the people of Iraq 

to see the Truth – the One True 

Truth.” She continues to pray for 

opportunities to continue the 

relationship with these leaders 

and share the Truth of the Gos-

pel with them. 

Union’s Provost and Vice Presi-

dent for Academic Administra-

tion, Dr. Carla Sanderson, spent 

four days in January in Iraq work-

ing with university vice-

presidents as they attempt to 

regain quality education for the 

student in Kurdistan. This work-

shop was part of an initiative 

funded by the United States 

Department of State with the 

goal to improve higher educa-

tion. 

This region of Iraq faces the 

unique challenge of overcoming 

their war-torn history. Many of 

their premier faculty fled the 

country 20-30 years ago in order 

to raise their families in 

neighboring countries. But these 

education leaders have returned 

in an effort to “rescue future 

generations of  students” in their 

homeland. 

Dr. Sanderson received an invita-

tion on account of her role as 

the former Commissioner for 

the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools. She has 

spent the last twenty years 

evaluating the quality of educa-

tion on campuses in the South. 
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the people of Iraq 

to see the Truth – 

the One True 

Truth.”  



sermon preached or book read 

that moved his heart, but one 

night he found himself “staying 

up late at night praying and 

crying before the Lord.” 

At this point he had never been 

on a mission trip, but sensed 

undeniably that the Lord was 

calling him to go.  He obeyed.  

Over the next 4 years he trav-

eled to Brazil for a medical mis-

sion trip, Southeast Asia to 

teach English to Muslims, Bolivia 

to take the Gospel to the in-

digenous people of the Andes 

mountains, and the Pacific Rim 

doing literature distribution 

among the natives.   

Andrew commented that these 

trips not only encouraged him 

in his journey toward the mis-

sion field, but also gave him a 

better understanding of how to 

be a Christian in America.  

Many saints of old will testify to 

the Lord using a particular mes-

sage, person or event to grab 

hold of their heart.  But for 

Andrew, a senior International 

Business major at Union Uni-

versity, there was no such influ-

ence to pinpoint.  Before his 

calling overseas, Andrew had 

his life planned out.  He would 

attend the University of Ten-

nessee Knoxville and become a 

Biomedical engineer.  His work 

at Rite Aid had given him ex-

perience in the world of phar-

macy and he was ready to make 

a career of it.   

But the summer after his Junior 

year of high-school, the Lord 

began to pull his heart in an-

other direction and in two 

weeks, Andrew committed his 

life to spreading the Gospel 

overseas.  He said there was no 

These experiences taught him 

the centrality of the Gospel to 

all of life and especially what it 

means to completely depend on 

God in all things. 

Andrew said two encouraging 

influences in his life since his 

decision to go overseas have 

been his church here in town, 

First Baptist Jackson, and read-

ing a biography of Adonirum 

Judson, a missionary to Burma.   

A year ago, Andrew decided to 

apply for the Journeyman pro-

gram through the International 

Mission Board and will soon 

receive his assignment for the 

next two years.  His only crite-

ria for his location was to go 

somewhere where people do 

not know Jesus.  After that time 

he plans to attend seminary and 

then move back overseas to 

work as a career missionary. 
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Dr. Jerry N. Tidwell, 

Senior Vice President 

for Church Relations 

Article by: Rachel Ware 

This issue of “The Connection” 

contains some exciting things 

taking place at Union University.  

Please take time to read the en-

tire interview with Dr. Dockery 

relative to his role on the Great 

Commission Resurgence Committee.  

I believe God placed Dr. Dockery 

on this committee because of the 

unique perspective he brings.  I 

know of no one in Southern Bap-

tist life who has a greater under-

standing of the history of our 

convention than Dr. Dockery.  

This interview provides a glimpse 

into the committee’s work and 

what we can expect at the SBC 

meeting in Orlando this June.  On 

behalf of the Union family, thank 

you for your continued prayers 

and support! 

Message from Dr. Tidwell 

These are exciting days at Union 

University!  While we are grate-

ful for everything you do to 

support us, we are most grateful 

for the students you send our 

way.  These students reflect well 

on their home churches, and 

they also reflect the best of what 

we do at Union. 

One of most rewarding things I 

have the privilege to do in my 

role at Union is serve as Interim 

Pastor to various West Tennes-

see congregations.  Presently, I 

am Interim Pastor at FBC Jack-

son.  I’ve been preaching 

through the book of Job, which 

is a challenge in itself.  One of 

the greatest lessons I have 

learned through this series of 

messages is that God does allow 

adversity in the lives of His chil-

dren.  I know that is no great 

newsflash to any of you!  But 

what stood out with Job is that 

God allowed Job to face great 

adversity because He trusted 

Job with the adversity.  Did you 

hear that?  God would not have 

trusted a weaker servant with 

that adversity.  It was a tribute 

to Job’s faithfulness that God 

allowed adversity in Job’s life.  I 

know many of you are dealing 

with adversity in the form of 

medical issues, family crises, or 

even crises within your congre-

gation.  I’m not suggesting this is 

always the case, but it could be 

that your adversity is evidence 

that God trusts you to allow 

this adversity to bring honor 

and glory to Him! 

Andrew,  

working with  

natives in the fields of 

Bolivia 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=30407747&id=181102115
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The Great Commission Resurgence, continued 

These recommendations do 

not touch every aspect of SBC 

life; they were not so in-

tended.  They do, I believe, 

point us in the right direction 

and give us a trajectory on 

which we can build in the 

years to come.  I think every-

one on the committee has 

experienced personal growth 

in their lives and in their un-

derstanding of the needs in 

this country and around the 

world. Moreover, we have a 

new desire to bring the Good 

News of the Gospel to bear 

upon the world, even as we 

pray for churches to be 

strengthened across our con-

vention.” 

Dockery asked for prayer for 

the writing of the final report 

and for the implementation of 

the aspects that will be  ap-

proved in Orlando.  Above all, 

he asked each one to pray so 

we can better be united, 

strengthened and directed in 

taking the Gospel to the na-

tions for the glory of our 

great God. 

For updates and a complete 

listing of those serving on the 

Great Commission Resur-

gence Task Force please visit 

www.pray4gcr.com. 

New Commons Opens 

Article by: Allison Gaines 

be reserved by students . Several 

open seating areas provide op-

portunities for conversation and 

studying. One large classroom 

and one medium classroom are 

already being utilized for a num-

ber of morning and afternoon 

classes.  Students can rent a state

-of-the-art kitchen at the down-

stairs front desk.  Students also 

play popular video games like the 

Wii, Rock Band and others in the 

game room. 

Students began taking advantage 

of the new space on day one. 

Each day brings new opportuni-

ties for gathering and community. 

Pruett, along with their 

families.   

The first floor features two 

main lobby areas with a 

large front desk. Two fire-

place lounges, one with a 

television and the other 

with computers, provide areas 

for warmth and conversation. A 

large multi-purpose room 

boasting a duel basketball and 

volleyball court can be used for 

recreation or large group events 

such as banquets, dinners or 

concerts. A small classroom and 

kitchen are located beside the 

multi-purpose room. A game 

room consisting of televisions, 

two ping-pong tables, pool table 

and foosball table draws large 

crowds throughout the day and 

serves as a shelter in the event 

of weather-related emergencies. 

The second floor holds a walk-

ing track along the perimeter of 

the building, part of which looks 

over the multipurpose room. 

There are three television 

rooms with large sofas and two 

to three lounge chairs that may 

Union University has com-

pleted the final stages of its 

rebuilding process after the 

February 5 tornado that hit the 

campus. The grand opening of 

the Bowld Student Commons 

took place on Feb. 2, 2010, 

almost two years later. 

Ken Litscher, Director of Resi-

dence Life, commented on the 

new campus addition. 

“Having the Bowld Student 

Commons is an incredible 

blessing for the students. Al-

ready, the Lord has used this 

building to facilitate redemptive 

conversations and intentional 

community building that may 

not have happened before this 

space was made available. We 

are consistently in awe and 

filled with gratitude in how the 

Lord used so many people to 

bring this building to fruition.” 

The 30,000 square-foot build-

ing was designed as a gathering 

place for the students. It is 

home to two resident direc-

tors, Ema VanCleave and Luke 

Students gather in the multi-purpose 

room February 5, 2010 to celebrate 

God’s mercy and faithfulness to Union 

University. 


