
raised $11,000. Campbell says that 

helping in projects like these is not 

to promote the name of their 

team. He openly admits that they 

are not perfect but they continu-

ally strive to put feet to their faith. 

He commented, “With this money, 

we have no idea where the feet 

will go, only  Christ knows the 

impact.” 

Many of the team members plan to 

travel together to Uganda in Au-

gust to work in an orphanage and 

invest their time feeding children 

and playing with them. It will in-

volve a lot of living out the Gospel 

as well as sharing it. 

As he has challenged the team to 

put feet to their faith, Campbell 

and his wife, Molly, realized they 

needed to make a change in their 

personal life, as well.  “My wife and 

I have tried to live life very safely. 

But Scripture challenges us to put 

ourselves into situations where we 

live in the world and give up safety. 

We need to always press into  

Christ because situations are not 

under our control.”  As a result, 

he and his wife have followed 

James 1:27 and adopted another 

child into their family.  

Campbell explained that Psalm 19 

speaks of how the heavens tell of 

the glory of God. “They speak 

without a sound or word. God 

created me and you the same way. 

It should speak the same way in us 

in everything we do. And it will 

make people say that God is 

great.” 

This spring, 

the Union 

Lady Bull-

dogs de-

fended their 

title to be-

come the 

NAIA Divi-

sion I 

Women‟s 

National 

Basketball 

Champions for the second year 

in a row.  The Lady Bulldogs are 

coached by Mark Campbell, who 

is in the eleventh season as their 

head coach. Campbell came off 

his third NAIA National Title 

(2005, 2006, 2009) in five seasons 

and also his fifth straight trip to 

the NAIA Fab Four. 

When asked about this year‟s 

championship, Coach Campbell 

said, “There is no feat to a cham-

pionship. All season long we ask 

ourselves: How has God gifted 

us? How are we developing these 

gifts? We as a coaching staff feel 

as though it is our responsibility 

to teach these girls that they do 

not have to be called into the 

ministry to make an impact for 

Christ. If you belong to Christ, 

then you belong in His ministry. 

We try to keep them account-

able.” 

Zeinab Chan, upcoming senior 

and leader on the team, empha-

sized that “it‟s not about basket-

ball.” She said that “Coach always 

says it‟s not about basketball, it‟s  

about how we can use basketball 

to reach out to people.” On the 

court, she and her teammates 

help hold each other account-

able. She says that even when 

they correct each other, they 

strive to make corrections in 

love rather than anger. 

This team-focused accountability 

has had a great impact off the 

court as well. The team has been 

sponsoring a child in Sierra Leon. 

Each mem-

ber chips in 

a couple of 

dollars each 

month.   

Last year, 

the Lady 

Bulldogs 

helped with 

the Chil-

dren‟s 

Hunger 

Fund. They 

worked together to raise 

$12,000. The money bought 

boxes of food to be shipped 

overseas. Each box cost about 

$25. They chose to work 

through this organization because 

the food was not simply shipped 

to a village. Instead, the boxes of 

food were sent to a local church 

who then distributed the food. 

The boxes act as a catalyst to 

meet a spiritual need by first 

meeting a physical need. 

During a tournament, the team 

sold t-shirts to raise money to 

take care of orphans. The team 

Union Lady Bulldogs NAIA Championship 
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Grace Community Church 

those who may feel like God 

has given up on them.   

Rowland explained that while 

the church exists to encourage 

believers and give them a 

chance to worship the Lord, 

there will always be people in 

their midst who don‟t know the 

Gospel.  Those in the church 

are encouraged to be on the 

lookout for those who might be 

visiting and hearing the Gospel 

for the first time. 

After graduating from Union in 

1995, Rowland attended South-

western Baptist Theological 

Seminary where he received his 

Masters of Divinity in Biblical 

Languages.  After a brief time of 

pastoring in South Carolina, he 

moved back to Middle Tennes-

see and worked as the college 

pastor at First Baptist Clarks-

ville.    

In the spring of 2005 his friend 

Ron Edmondson asked him to 

consider being part of a launch 

to reach unchurched families in 

the area.  Over the next 4 

months, a team of 20 people 

and 2 co-pastors prayed and 

thought through the launch and 

had their first official meeting as 

Grace Community on September 

11, 2005. 

After years of pastoring, Rowland 

has learned much about ministry 

to broken people.  “People‟s 

greatest need is to have someone 

believe in them, someone who 

represents truth and God‟s 

Word.”   He said to never under-

estimate the power of saying to 

someone, “I believe in you, it‟s 

not over.”   

Rowland also talked about the 

importance of taking risks in your 

ministry.  He explained, “If you‟re 

able to do ministry without taking 

large risks, I would question 

whether or not faith is involved.  

It‟s easy to do ministry on cruise 

control.  But true ministry, what-

ever that looks like, must at some 

point involve risk to demonstrate 

true faith.”  Those in the Clarks-

ville community can testify to the 

grace of God that can come 

through the risks His people are 

willing to take. 

Chad and his wife Christy, also a 

Union grad, live in Clarksville with 

their 2 children Madison and Brock. 

“Everyone needs a place to start 

over.  Grace is that place.”  This 

motto has become the mantra of 

Grace Community Church in 

Clarksville, Tennessee.  Meeting 

in a high-school theatre, Grace 

Community has become a refuge 

for many weary souls, welcoming 

over 3,100 people to their re-

cent Easter service. 

 Grace Community has been 

intentional about reaching those 

who may be harder to reach.  

Co-Pastor Chad Rowland, a ‟95 

Union grad, explained the three 

foundational principles that drive 

the staff of Grace Community.    

First, celebrate every step.  Row-

land explained that everyone is 

in a different place in life, but it is 

important to celebrate each step 

they take forward, whether big 

or small.  Secondly, remove dis-

tractions.  If something is not 

clearly lined out in Scripture, ask 

the question „Is this a hindrance 

or a help‟ before deciding 

whether or not to incorporate it 

into the church.  And finally, 

remember our guests.  Grace 

Community has taken on the 

task of reaching out to the 

unchurched in the community, 

Message from Dr. Tidwell 

Dr. Jerry N. Tidwell, 

Senior Vice President 

for Church Relations 

the kids that come from Tennes-

see Baptist Churches create the 

kind of foundation we desire in 

our student body. 

It has been a while since I have 

included a sermon outline, so 

please expand any way you feel 

led on the one I have included in 

this issue.  Have a great Summer 

and we look forward to seeing 

you in Orlando for the Southern 

Baptist Convention! 

“Then God remembered Noah, 

and every living thing, and all the 

animals that were with him in the 

ark.  And God made a wind to pass 

over the earth and the waters 

subsided.”  (Genesis 8:1)  

 I, like many of you, have 

thought a lot about Noah over 

the last few weeks!  We con-

tinue to join you in praying for 

the many families throughout 

our state who were adversely 

affected by the flood waters. 

This issue of “The Connection” is 

the last before Fall.  I want to 

thank you for the partnership 

we share with churches here at 

Union.   

We are especially grateful for 

the fine young people from your 

congregations that God brings 

to us.  While Union has gained 

national attention in many ways, 

 

Chad Rowland,  

Co-Pastor of Grace 

Community Church, 

performing a baptism. 

Article by: Rachel Ware 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=4&view=global&subj=24710335625&pid=954818&id=500514807&oid=2420992009


Dockerys and their three sons 

— Jon, Ben and Tim — were 

called to Jackson, Tennessee  

where Dr. Dockery became the 

15th president of Union Univer-

sity. Once they began settling 

into school and 

church, Mrs. 

Dockery was 

able to focus on 

her role as the 

university‟s First 

Lady. 

One of her great-

est achievements 

at the university 

is founding the Union Auxiliary, 

an organization that provides 

scholarships to missionary and 

international students. Mrs. 

Dockery said the auxiliary mem-

bers have given more than 

$360,000 toward scholarship 

efforts. 

“Lanese goes all out to make 

sure every missionary and inter-

national student is adopted by 

It has been said that behind 

every great man there is a great 

woman. The same is true of 

Union University President 

David S. Dockery, husband to 

Lanese Dockery. 

Mrs. Dockery was born in Bir-

mingham, Alabama.  She and 

Dr. Dockery met during ele-

mentary school years at a sum-

mer camp of Hunter Street 

Baptist Church, where their 

families were members. After 

Dr. Dockery‟s family moved its 

church membership, the two 

were not reunited until they 

attended the University of Ala-

bama. 

During her freshman year, Mrs. 

Dockery attended a Bible Study 

led by Dr. Dockery and the 

two began dating.  Dr. and Mrs. 

Dockery were married June 14, 

1975, after he graduated from 

UAB. 

In the summer of 1995, the 

one of the auxiliary members,” 

said Lisa Morris, director of MK 

support. 

In addition to raising support, 

Mrs. Dockery also hosts a 

Christmas dinner each 

year for the students. 

“I love having the 

missionary and inter-

national students for 

Christmas dinner in 

our home,” she said. 

“I bring out my 

Christmas china and 

we tell the Christmas 

story and talk about 

the cultures where they are 

from. (The event) is a highlight 

for my Christmas.” 

Mrs. Dockery has been enrolled 

in classes on campus and has 

been involved in other activities 

such as Klemata, a women‟s 

Bible study each spring. She also 

teaches an etiquette luncheon to 

educate students on how to 

First Lady: Mrs. Lanese Dockery 
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Article by: Allison Gaines 

Select students receiving the 

Church and Convention Minis-

try Scholarship studying to 

become pastors were given the 

opportunity to put their pas-

sion into practice during the 

annual Ministerial Association 

(MA) Night.  

 

Seventeen men preached at 

churches in the Shiloh Baptist 

Association in Adamsville, 

Tenn. on February 28. Ron 

Davidson, the Director of Mis-

sions of the association ar-

ranged for area churches to 

welcome the students to 

preach to their congregations. 

Weston Wax, sophomore 

Church History major, appreci-

ated the chance to preach.  “I 

am not exactly intending to 

become a pastor, I want to be 

a music minister, but it was still 

a great opportunity,” Wax said. 

“It is an awesome opportunity 

to share the word, but it is also 

a great learning process to 

study for a sermon. I feel I 

walked away with a lot just by 

preparing for the sermon.” 

  

The majority of the student 

pastors had never heard of the 

churches before, but this was 

not the case for Andy Seaton, 

sophomore Christian Studies 

and History double major. 

“I had a bit of a different ex-

perience because the associa-

tion is my home church asso-

ciation,” Seaton said. “I had 

family and friends come to 

support and it was a great 

church with a passion for the 

Lord.” 

 

Most pastors prepare sermons 

days in advance, but God 

changed one student‟s message 

the night before.  

 

 “(My sermon) was a last min-

ute decision because God 

changed it just 24 hours before 

I spoke,” said Brandon Lang, 

senior English major. “I have 

Ministry Students Preach in Area Churches 

been studying the prayers of 

Christ and seeing what was 

close to his heart, and God 

prompted me to preach on 

Christ‟s prayer for unity. 

Many of the members told 

me it was exactly what they 

needed to hear.” 

 

All of the 17 students said 

they learned from the ex-

perience and appreciated 

being given a chance to 

preach.  Seaton said, “I feel I 

learned more than (the con-

gregation) did. We should be 

a humbled people willing to 

go out and share the Gospel 

with a dying world.” 

properly eat a meal in a formal 

environment. 

“It is more about helping you 

feel comfortable in a setting 

with lots of silverware in front 

of you,” Mrs. Dockery said. 

Rachel Ware, Coordinator of 

Church Relations Programs, 

has attended the etiquette 

luncheon and said Mrs. 

Dockery is “one of the most 

gracious, warm and caring 

people I know. Union has 

benefitted on so many levels 

through her presence.” 

Although she is devoted to 

her role as the university‟s 

First Lady, Mrs. Dockery 

views her devotion to her 

husband as her primary role, 

making many sacrifices to 

support and care for him.  To 

the Union Community, Lanese 

Dockery will always be the 

great lady behind our great 

leader. 
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Sermon Outline from Dr. Tidwell 

“FACING TEMPTATION!” 

Matthew 4:1-11 

Introduction:  Nowhere in Scrip-

ture do we see the “humanity” of 

Jesus more clearly than when He 

faced temptation from Satan.   

The root word for 

“tempted” (πειραζω) is a word 

that is “morally” neutral.  When 

“testing” comes from God, it 

does not have evil as its goal.  

But when “testing” comes from 

Satan, it is always meant to break 

the heart of God.  Jesus was 

tempted in His flesh, in His faith, 

and in His future.  In all three, He 

was victorious giving God com-

Student Spotlight: Paige Bruski 

though on the other side of the 

world, spent the evening in 

prayer before the Lord asking 

him to take care of her healing. 

After a miraculous recovery 

over a few weeks, Paige is now 

back in classes and looking 

forward to returning home to 

be with her family for the sum-

mer.  It has been a challenging 

time for  their family to be 

apart, but Paige expressed 

thankfulness to the Union com-

munity for all the ways they 

supported her through prayer, 

meals and academic help. 

Paige explained that what she 

has learned through these 

events is that everything is a 

spiritual battle and we have to 

take up the armor of God and 

fix our eyes on things eternal.  

She stands as a living testimony 

that God is indeed in control. 

tainty.  “As soon as I left the doc-

tor,” Paige explained, “I felt this 

overwhelming peace and I knew 

that everything was going to be 

ok.”  A key verse for her at this 

time was Proverbs 3:5, “Trust in 

the Lord with all your heart, and 

lean not on your own under-

standing.”  After the surgery, the 

doctors reported that the tumors 

had come back benign and Paige‟s 

family rejoiced at the good news.   

In the middle of April, Paige was 

in a horrible car accident on her 

way to church.  She had been 

singing to a worship CD in her 

car when another vehicle sud-

denly pulled out in front of her 

and totaled her car.  The force of 

the crash could have propelled 

her through the front window, 

but she said she could physically 

feel someone holding her back, 

though no one was with her in 

the car. 

Paige was able to talk with her 

parents through Skype  the night 

of the crash and said it was a very 

difficult time for them to see the 

injuries that she had.  But family, 

Freshman Biology major Paige 

Bruski has not had a normal first 

year at Union University.  But 

she now stands with a testimony 

to share of the Lord‟s faithful-

ness.    “Everything has been 

used for God‟s glory.  It‟s my 

responsibility to share this story 

even when it‟s out of my com-

fort zone.” 

Paige, an MK from Romania, 

explained that the year started 

with a difficult transition to living 

in America.  She found herself 

questioning the sovereignty of 

God for why there would be 

such hardship for the people of 

Romania and such prosperity in 

America.  But over time she 

realized that she had to trust 

that God is sovereign and is in 

control.  That lesson proved to 

be an anchor for her soul in the 

months to come. 

In October she found out that 

she had 2 fibrous tumors and 

was told that she needed sur-

gery to remove them.  But the 

Lord was even then giving her 

peace in the midst of uncer-

plete glory.  But while Jesus could 

have invoked “Divine Privilege” 

and called down a host of angels 

to sweep the enemy away, He 

chose to face temptation using the 

same resource available to every 

child of God.  That resource is the 

Word of God!  Our text indicates 

that Jesus faced temptation with 

the following: 

He Faced Temptation With 

PREPARATION!  vs.1-2 

Forty days of prayer & fasting. Led 

by the Spirit. 

He Faced Temptation With  

PROTECTION!  vs.4,6,7,10 

The “Word of God” each time. 

He Faced Temptation With 

PURPOSE!  v.10 

Defeat the enemy. 

Serve & glorify the Father. 

He Faced Temptation With 

PERFECTION!  v.11 

The devil left Him. 

James 4:7 “Resist the devil and 

he will flee from you.” 


