he germ of an idea formed six years ago

culminated in presentations of papers,

posters and group projects from more
than 70 students on May 3.

Union University’s first Scholarship
Symposium was coordinated by Dr. Matt
Lunsford, associate professor of mathematics,
as an opportunity for students in every area
of the university to collaborate with faculty
mentors and present their research to the
campus. Every department in the college
of arts and sciences, as well as the schools
of business, nursing and Christian studies and
the Institute for International and Intercultural
Studies, had students who participated.

“I first took some of the math students to a
conference to present some scholarly work in
1998,” Lunsford said. “What I found was that
our students were always at the top as far as
awards whenever we took them off-campus
to present work. We were not the only
department doing this. I thought we needed a
day to showcase this here as well as off-campus.

“It was kind of a dream come true to set
aside a day for students to share their scholarly
works with the Union community,” he said.

With the help of Dr. Kina Mallard,
professor of communication arts and associate
provost for faculty and academic development,
Lunsford pursued a grant that would subsidize
his dream. The $50,000 grant was funded by
an anonymous private foundation, which
supports undergraduate research initiatives
across the nation. In addition to funding the
symposium, five $1,000 grants were awarded

to faculty/student teams, and funds were provided
for seven students to present at the National
Conference on Undergraduate Research.

Recipients of the faculty/student grants and
NCUR participants were required to make
presentations at the symposium.

“There were a number of students we knew
would participate,” Lunsford said. “The others
were students who, along with faculty mentors,
volunteered to participate, and it was a surprise
that there were so many.”

Union President David S. Dockery said,
“The disciplined efforts of our students and
faculty diligently working in concert to
produce such quality research projects was a
high water mark for both the faculty and
student body of Union University.”

“There was a lot of excitement the day of
the event; what faculty and administrators
called ‘a buzz on campus,” Lunsford said.

Dr. Charles Baldwin, Hammons professor
of pre-medical studies, feels the event speaks
volumes about the Union’s determination to
integrate research into the life of the university.
“The Union University Scholarship
Symposium represents a significant turning
point in the history of Union University. The
recognition that scholarship and research are
vital aspects of an excellence-driven teaching-
learning enterprise moves Union beyond the
either/or mindset on teaching and research
which mired us in the past.

“I am so thankful for Dr. Dockery’s
understanding and appreciation of the balance
between responsible scholarship and excellent

teaching and his courage to lead Union to
a new place in the future,” Baldwin said.

The date for next year’s symposium has
already been set: Monday, May 2, 2005.

“The goal is to change the culture here so
every student who wants to collaborate with a
faculty member on scholarly projects will have
the opportunity to do that,” Lunsford said.
“Research says that faculty/student engagement
is the key to learning. Undergraduate research
opportunities obviously put faculty and
students together in a meaningful way.”

Jenny Buffington, a sophomore political
science major, said, “What we've learned from
this project will carry over not only into our
political science careers but also into other
classes. I've never done any research
this extensive.”

Buffington, along with Rachelle Haskins,
also a sophomore majoring in political science,
received a grant to conduct research alongside
Dr. Sean Evans, assistant professor of political
science. The project involved a survey of 315
registered voters in Tennessee, with the help of
Evans’ research methods course.

“Looking at the survey program,” Haskins
said, “not every student in the class got to sit
with Dr. Evans analyzing data. I gained a
greater understanding of the survey process
and overall research methods.”

Lunsford said, “The undergraduate research
symposium says that Union is serious about
undergraduates doing scholarly work before
they graduate, and we are willing to
disseminate that in a public venue.”
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