DOCTOR OF MINISTRY IN EXPOSITORY PREACHING

The School of Christian Studies

Available at the Stephen Olford Center of the Germantown Campus.

Purpose Statement

U I \-I IO I\] The Doctor of Ministry in Expository Preaching is designed to enhance the art
UNIVERSITY and practice of expository preaching.

Program Outcomes

e Deeper understanding of the nature and purpose of expository preaching, informed by a biblical,
theological, and practical study of expository preaching.

e Advanced competency in the preparation and delivery of expository sermons.

e Demonstrable research skills evidenced by a fresh contribution to the praxis of expository preaching
through a doctoral dissertation or project.

e Expertise in advancing the ministry and practice of expository preaching.

e Professional growth in related ministry dimensions such as personal spiritual formation, biblically
balanced ministry, church renewal and revival, and evangelism and global missions.

e Greater personal spiritual maturity through an increased love for God, Scripture, persons, and expo-
sitory preaching.

Calendar

The Doctor of Ministry in Expository Preaching is delivered in two semesters per year. All semi-
nars are delivered on site at the Stephen Olford Center. Registration for each seminar is due to the Doc-
tor of Ministry Office thirty days before the Monday on which the on-site seminar begins. Seminars will
require pre-seminar assignments. Post-seminar assignments are to be completed and courses graded
by the end of the semester in December and May respectively. Faculty will announce deadlines for post-
seminar assignments in course syllabi to meet the published semester grading period.

The student begins the program with the Summer/Fall Semester by enrolling in July seminars.
Seminar week 1 will meet Monday through Friday, beginning the second Monday following July 5, and
seminar week 2 will meet Monday through Friday, beginning the third Monday following July 5. The
Winter/Spring Semester offerings include seminar week 1, Monday through Friday, beginning the
second Monday after January 2, and seminar week 2, Monday through Friday, beginning the third Mon-
day after January 2.

Admissions Requirements

Application Foundations

Applicants must be employed by or hold a recognized position in vocational Christian ministry at
the time of their application. Preference in admission is given to students who have advanced prepara-
tion in biblical languages. The following are the minimum levels of education and experience that an
applicant must fulfill before beginning seminars.

e A Master of Divinity or its equivalent from a regionally accredited seminary. See the next section for
information regarding alternative academic preparation, i.e., the “Master of Divinity Equivalency.”
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e Agrade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale throughout all master’s-level studies.
e Three full years of vocational Christian ministry after completion of master’s study.

Academic Preparation

The standard academic preparation for the Union University Doctor of Ministry is a Master of
Divinity from a regionally accredited seminary, university, graduate school of religion, or divinity school.
(These are collectively referred to below as “accredited graduate divinity schools.”) Preference is given
to applicants whose master’s work includes at least 6 semester hours of biblical Greek and 6 semester
hours of biblical Hebrew.

Union University recognizes that many prospective students have enrolled in accredited gradu-
ate divinity schools in programs of study other than the Master of Divinity. Such degrees include the
Master of Christian Studies, the Master of Religious Education, or the Master of Arts in a discipline such
as Old Testament. We therefore have established that “Master of Divinity Equivalency” also meets the
academic requirement for admission to the Doctor of Ministry. Each applicant in this category will be
evaluated on a case-by-case basis. However, such applicants should have received a master’s degree
from an accredited graduate divinity school and they must have earned a minimum of 81 semester
hours of master’s-level credit in accredited graduate divinity schools before they will be admitted to our
Doctor of Ministry program of study. Guidelines for meeting requirements for each category of study are
as follows.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Studies

1. Old Testament, 9-12 hours, including at least 6 hours of survey
2. New Testament, 9-12 hours, including at least 6 hours of survey
3. Theology, 6-9 hours, including at least 6 hours of survey

4. Church History, 6-9 hours, including at least 6 hours of survey
5. Hermeneutics (Interpreting the Bible), 3-6 hours

Languages and Preaching Studies

6. Biblical Greek, 0-9 hours

7. Biblical Hebrew, 0-9 hours

8. Homiletics (Communicating the Bible), 6-9 hours

Ministry Studies

9. Leadership or Religious Education, 3-9 hours

10. Christian Ethics or Christian Apologetics, 3-9 hours
11. Christian Counseling or Pastoral Care, 3-9 hours
12. Evangelism and/or Missions, 3-9 hours

For each of these 12 categories, the first number listed is the minimum number of semester
hours required in that category to meet Master of Divinity Equivalency. Thus, 51 of the 81 required
semester hours are specified. The remaining hours may be gained in a number of ways, including
courses that fit in categories not mentioned above, such as spiritual formation or philosophy of religion.
Thus, for example, all students must have earned at least 6 church history hours in order to meet Master
of Divinity Equivalency. The second number is the maximum number of hours that students should
complete in that category as they seek Master of Divinity Equivalency. Thus, for example, once prospec-
tive students have completed 9 hours in church history, they should broaden their preparation by select-
ing courses from the other categories. The Doctor of Ministry Program Director provides case-by-case
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assessment of each student seeking Master of Divinity Equivalency. Applicants will be informed in writ-
ing when Master of Divinity Equivalency has been established only after Union University has received
official transcripts from all accredited graduate divinity schools the student has attended.

Application Requirements

e The completed official application form along with a $50 non-refundable application fee.

e  Official transcripts from all institutions of higher education attended since high school.

e A ministry endorsement letter, showing that the applicant’s church-related employer supports the
applicant’s intention to pursue doctoral study.

e Three evaluative references as specified on the official application form.

e A personal history essay describing significant influences in life, particularly conversion and spiritual
growth, call to ministry, important ministry experiences, and current understanding (and practice) of
preaching.

e A sermon manuscript that demonstrates exegesis of a biblical text. It is to be a complete manuscript
that includes every word that would be used in sermon delivery, including introduction, illustrations,
and call for response. The manuscript should be appropriate for a sermon lasting twenty to thirty
minutes.

e International students (those who are not citizens of the United States) should contact the Doctor of
Ministry Office for additional admission requirements.

Application Deadlines

Applicants must complete all elements of their application file and be officially accepted into the
program before they can enroll in their first seminars. The size of each entering class is limited, and pre-
ference is given to students who apply early. The deadline for receiving the application and application
fee is March 1. The deadline for receiving all other application materials is May 1. A personal or tele-
phone interview with the Program Director is scheduled by the Doctor of Ministry Office after all ele-
ments of the application file are received. The deadline for the admission interview is May 15. Appli-
cants are notified of their admission status not later than June 1.

Transfer of Credit

Up to six hours (two seminars) may be considered for transfer of doctoral-level credit from a
regionally accredited institution of higher learning, provided the grades are B or higher. Applicants must
request this in writing from the Program Director, who advises the student in writing at the time of offi-
cial acceptance to the program.

Financial Information

F Y oY o T 1AL Ll 2T TSRO S50
GradUatioN FO. .o $25
Tuition Deposit, due within ten days of notification of official acceptance.......cccccceevviiiviiiiiiiinnninnnins $400
Tuition per Seminar, at $350 per credit hour (DMIN 6xx through DMIN 7XX).....ccovvveeivivereieirreneeennne $1050
Tuition for DMIN 800, at $350 per credit hour (Dissertation), first two semesters ...........cceevveveennee.. $1050

(Half the tuition for the first enrollment in DMIN 800 is due as soon as the

student has been assigned a dissertation chair. This fee is nonrefundable.)
Tuition for DMIN 800, at $450 per credit hour (Dissertation), semesters 3 and 4, if necessary......... $1350
Continuous Enrollment Fee, per semester (if students are granted a break in registration).............. $1050
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Payment in full is expected upon registration for each seminar unless the student participates in
a FACTS monthly electronic draft from checking or savings account.

Financial Aid

The Doctor of Ministry program of study does not qualify for Federal Stafford Loans. However,
the student may contact the Student Financial Planning Office about private alternative loans.

Continuous Enroliment, Ministry Requirement, and Time Limitation

At their first registration, students must enroll in both DMIN 610 and DMIN 615. After this first
semester, they must register for either one or two seminars each January and July until they have com-
pleted all nine seminars. They must then register for DMIN 800 (dissertation hours) the next semester.
Students must enroll in DMIN 800 continuously until they have graduated, at least two times but not
more than four times. Students must also be employed by or hold a recognized position in vocational
Christian ministry throughout the time of their enrollment in the program.

This means that the entire program may be completed in three and a half years. The degree
program must be completed in six years. Any deviation from the policies expressed in this section is
based on written appeal to the Dean of the School of Christian Studies. If students are granted an excep-
tion, a continuous enrollment fee equal to the tuition for DMIN 800 is assessed each semester. The Doc-
tor of Ministry Handbook provides further information about these and other policies.

Graduation Requirements

e Completion of nine seminars (27 hours of credit, as indicated below), with no grade below a B.
e Completion, defense, and final approval of a dissertation or ministry project (6-12 hours of credit).
e Approval of the faculty.

Required Courses

DMIN 610, Critical Issues in Expository Preaching 3 hours
DMIN 615, Spiritual Formation and Expository Preaching 3 hours
DMIN 620, Ministry Research Seminar 3 hours
DMIN 625, Sermon Content and Delivery 3 hours
DMIN 630, Expository Preaching and New Testament Texts 3 hours
DMIN 635, Expository Preaching and Old Testament Texts 3 hours
DMIN 640, Expository Preaching and Evangelism 3 hours
DMIN 785, 786 or 787, Doctoral Preaching Elective Seminar 3 hours
DMIN 785, 786 or 787, Doctoral Preaching Elective Seminar 3 hours
DMIN 800, Project or Dissertation 6-12 hours
TOTAL PROGRAM HOURS 33-39 hours

Dissertation or Project Processes

Phase 1: Ministry Research Seminar (DMIN 620).

1. Pre-seminar week: students prepare at least three possible problems/projects that could become the
focus of the DMin dissertation/project.
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2. During the seminar week: students decide on a project topic, determine the research model/process
they will follow, and begin developing a bibliography. During this week, the professor will work with
each student in helping secure a School of Christian Studies (SCS) faculty member to serve as disserta-
tion chair. Dissertation chairs will be finalized not later than one month after the seminar week ends.

3. During the post-seminar period:
a. Students refine their topic (in conjunction with the professor of the research seminar and
with their dissertation chair) and complete a proposal for their dissertation/project.
b. The dissertation chair recruits the dissertation committee, consisting of two other persons.
One of these will be an SCS faculty member. The third person may be an SCS faculty member,
but may also be a UU faculty member from another discipline or may be a qualified non-faculty
member, such as a pastor.
c. The professor of the research seminar has responsibility for assigning the grade for DMIN 620.

Phase 2: From the completion of the Ministry Research Seminar to the completion of all seminars.
1. The dissertation chair works with the student in research and further development of the project.

2. The dissertation chair works with the student and with the IRB (Institutional Review Board) to gain
any necessary IRB approval.

3. The dissertation proposal is submitted to the DMin Committee of the SCS faculty. The DMin Commit-
tee works with the dissertation committee and the student until the DMin Committee approves the
proposal.

Phase 3: From the completion of all seminars to graduation.

1. After the DMin Committee has given formal approval of the proposal and after the successful comple-
tion of all nine DMin seminars, the DMin Program Director will notify the student of official candidacy
status.

2. The student must register for DMIN 800 the next semester after completing all nine seminars. Enroll-
ment in DMIN 800 must continue for at least two consecutive semesters. During this time, the disserta-
tion chair will work closely with the student to bring the dissertation to final form. It is during these two
semesters ONLY that the dissertation chair will get teaching load credit (or financial consideration) for
chairing a dissertation.

3. The student may register for DMIN 800 for up to four consecutive semesters. No break in registration
will be permitted. (In exceptional circumstances, the student may appeal to the Dean of the School of
Christian Studies for a break in this continuous enroliment requirement or for extension beyond four
semesters.)

4. The dissertation in final form must be submitted to the dissertation chair not later than Friday of the
first week of the regular semester (fall or spring) at which the student expects to graduate. The chair will
have one month to work with the student to make any further revisions.

5. A formal dissertation defense before the entire dissertation committee must occur not later than the
beginning of fall break or spring break of the semester of graduation.

6. Any last-minute revisions must be finalized not later than one week before graduation. Three final
copies of the dissertation must be submitted not later that one week before graduation.
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Course Descriptions
Doctor of Ministry in Expository Preaching (DMIN)

610. Critical Issues in Expository Preaching (3) Summer

Corequisite: DMIN 615.

An examination of biblical, theological, incarnational, and practical principles related to the practice of
ministry generally and preaching in particular. Included in this seminar will be a presentation of the “Co-
venant of Learning,” which students must fulfill on a continuing basis in order to remain in good stand-
ing in the program.

615. Spiritual Formation and Expository Preaching (3) Summer

Corequisite: DMIN 610.

An examination of the relationship between personal spiritual development and preaching. Models of
spiritual growth will be discussed, emphasizing how preaching relates to life change in individuals, con-
gregations, and societies. The relationship between God’s Word and God'’s Spirit in expository preaching
will be explored.

620. Ministry Research Seminar (3) Winter
Prerequisite: DMIN 610.
An introduction to methods of research necessary for completion of the DMin dissertation or project.

625. Sermon Content and Delivery (3) Winter

Prerequisites: DMIN 610 and 615.

Aspects of sermon content will be studied with a view to improving message content. Also, there will be
an analysis and assessment of the dynamics of communication in relations to the practice of expository
preaching. Biblical principles related to communication will be explored, as well as contemporary theory
and models.

630. Expository Preaching and New Testament Texts (3) Summer

Prerequisites: DMIN 610 and 615.

An in-depth study of the genres of literature in the New Testament, focusing on hermeneutical and ho-
miletical issues related to preparing expository messages from the New Testament.

635. Expository Preaching and Old Testament Texts (3) Winter

Prerequisites: DMIN 610 and 615.

An in-depth study of the genres of literature in the Old Testament, focusing on hermeneutical and homi-
letical issues related to preparing expository messages from the Old Testament.

640. Expository Preaching and Evangelism (3) Winter

Prerequisites: DMIN 610 and 615.

A consideration of how preaching engages culture and the world. Focuses on the dynamics of evangelis-
tic preaching and preaching cross-culturally.

800. Dissertation or Project (3 each) Winter and Summer

Prerequisite: Successful completion of all nine DMIN seminars and permission of the Doctor of Ministry
Program Director.

The writing of an original dissertation that contributes significantly to the praxis of expository preaching.
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Other Variable Credit and Variable Content Courses

655. Independent Study (1-3)
Individual research and study under the guidance of a Doctor of Ministry professor.

679, 779. External Domestic Study Programs (1-4)
All courses and their application to the program must be defined prior to travel.

680, 780. Study Abroad Study Programs (1-4)
All courses and their application to the program must be defined prior to travel.

785, 786, 787. Doctoral Preaching Elective Seminar (3)
Group seminars which do not appear in the School of Christian Studies course offerings.
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