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We Can Persevere in the Technology Age

by Matt Esparza
Coordinator of Instructional Technology
and Campus Media

For thousands of years, the
common man traveled at a slow
pace on horseback or on foot.
Trips that now take us an hour
via interstate might have taken
an entire day for those before
us. The Industrial Revolution
changed the way that modern
man traveled. The numerous
inventions created at the dawn
of the 20™ century transformed
society from the candle-burning,
carriage-driving, earth-tied,
rural-living civilization into the
energy-consuming, car-honking,
fight-catching, rocket-launching
suburbanites that we are today.

Now the Digital Revolution,
synonymous with the
Information Age, threatens to
redefne us again. Only one
hundred years after the rise
of industry as we know it, this
new revolution threatens to
remake us into a technology-
reliant people that are
designated by number rather
than by name. The effects
of the Digital Revolution on
society have already been
profound. We now live in a
world of instant-communication,
instant-information, and instant-
satisfaction. We are a society
that has forgotten what it means
to wait. Even the church has
allowed secular attitudes to
be applied to God. To some

believers, God never seems

to work fast enough or make
His Word clear enough. Our
sanctifcation is seen not as a
lifelong process, but something
that can be practically achieved
in just 40 days.

History is full of men who
have devoted their lives to
only one thing. Now, however,
people can have second and
even third careers and be very
successful because opportunities
and knowledge are more readily
available at an earlier age. We
recognize athletes as lifetime
achievers before they turn 30.
Even the American Film Institute
gives Lifetime Achievement
Awards to flmmakers barely past
their 40s. It seems a bit ironic
that we celebrate so many people
for lifetime achievements when
their lives are not over!

The most devastating result
of progress is that people are
unwilling to persevere for any
length of time. It no longer
takes us months at a time to
reach a distant shore. However,
modern man is faced with a
new form of travel. He is forced
to dedicate himself to staying
current. Choosing whether or
not to interact with technology is
no longer an option. Itis also no
longer an option whether to learn
the technology or not. Those
that cease to adapt to technology
over the next twenty years will
fnd themselves in a very lonely,
uncomfortable position. So, we

must persevere.

At Union, we must also
persevere in the realm of
technology. The number of
classrooms with technology is
ever-increasing and even in
the last few months, classroom
C-18 has been added to the
growing list of classrooms with
permanent PC carts. Further,
other rooms have been equipped
with document cameras and
projectors. The purpose of all
of it should be to better facilitate
classroom instruction.

We can achieve our purpose
in two parts. First, the Offce of
Instructional Technology must
be willing to train. Hopefully,
there will be at least one faculty
workshop during the spring
semester to take those who use
the technology the most and
connect them with the knowledge
they need to use it comfortably
and effciently. Second, the
faculty must be willing to learn.
We can not afford to have
equipment and hope for the
best and assume that it will work
correctly when needed. We
must understand it, so that when
Murphy’s Law takes effect, we
will be ready.

So, we will persevere.

Not only for the sake of the
knowledge we will gain, but for
the knowledge that our students
will gain in an environment where
technical gaffes are few and far
between.
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) , Ten days later, | met with a group of Student
From the Director s Desk Ambassadors to share current library data so they
--by Steve Baker might be better prepared to answer questions about

our resources and services. | relayed the mission
of the library and provided them with some pertinent
I I numbers. So many of these, so much of that,
A RefeCtlon on Learnlng you get the picture. They informed me that it was
typically the parents who ask about the library, not the

In early October, | attended a meeting of the TICUA student. Come to think of it, that isn’t so surprising.
library directors. During one session a colleague Students are naturally more interested in such things
from the University of the South was commenting as housing arrangements, activities, food service,

on his recent experience of going through a library and other amenities that make for an appealing
redesign process. He told of a fellow professor who ~ social environment. Some are also interested in the
had engaged in an ethnographic study to discover academics or the reputation of Professor V.

how students learn on that campus. The central motif

emerging from the study is what they are calling, Only now do | fully appreciate the relationship

“the domesticity of learning.” It could be that student  petween these two experiences. They are powerful
learning is best fostered in an environment that reminders that it is not always the “stuff” that is
provides shared meals around an intimate dinner important to learning but the social context that really
table, the sensitive touch of a caring second mom, matters. Our goal here in the library is to offer a
casual chats before a crackling freplace in winter, and  comfortable environment with a friendly caring staff
the mentorship of a strong father fgure. committed to satisfying the hunger to learn.

Paul Simer joins the ITCM staff

Paul is a full-time resident student, currently a Junior in .
Computer Science. Early on in the semester, he was FACULTY:
approached by Matt Esparza with an offer to be his Dlsplay Your Collection

assistant. Paul said that, “there’s always a lot on the plate
here, so | take on anything he can't get to. | help manage
the student workers, make sure that scheduled deliveries

take place, and do a lot of the duplication grunt work.” Do you have an interesting

collection or hobby that you

Paul grew up in Jackson, but his family currently resides in would like to share with the Union
Little Rock, AR. He is engaged to Tracie Holden, a recent community?

Union graduate. Paul states that “it's tough to fnd time
for leisure between work and
school, but when | can steal away
| enjoy programming, reading, and
tinkering with the electrical junk in
my room.”

Do you collect old books or
memorabilia? Do you have a coin
collection or a special crochet
collection?

The Library would like to exhibit
your unigue collection in our new
glass display case.

“I've always enjoyed helping
people solve their technical
problems so they can get on with
their practical work. | really enjoy

this job because it lets me use my If you are interested please
technical skills to clear the way for others to do things that | contact Valerie Howell at x5418 or
could never do. This opportunity is really exciting because vhowell@uu.edu.

this department has the potential to be such a great
enabler for faculty, staff, and students. | really look forward




The Compass

Page 3

by Melissa Moore
Team Leader for Public Services

With the holiday season upon us, frequently
we think of places we want to go, people we want
to see, and things we want to experience. But
travel can be costly. Plane tickets are expensive,
particularly if you want to go overseas or into rural
America. For those determined to drive, gas prices
continue to rise. Public transportation is usually
cheaper, but it takes longer, is more uncomfortable,
and can be dicey. Then there are the headaches
of staying with in-laws you don’t particularly care
for, keeping up with the luggage, making it through
airport security, not getting lost, negotiating your way
around other people’s cranky kids...it's enough to
make you consider staying home, isn't it?

| am fortunate. My parents (and the in-laws
whom | actually love) live here, as do several aunts,
uncles, cousins, and my 90-year-old grandmother.
It's up to my brothers, and Mike’s brothers, to bring
their families to Jackson from South Dakota, Indiana,
Kentucky, and Henderson (OK, so that’s not too far)
for the holiday meals and sharing of traditions and
gifts. (Of course, then | get to play hostess, but that's
fun.) So | don'’t typically travel during the holidays. Or
do I?

Actually, | travel all year long. | have found a
cheap, fun way to experience other cultures and
historical time periods. | have discovered a way to
walk in other people’s shoes without making my toes
cramp because they’re too small or getting athlete’s
foot. | can go where | want, when | want, in my
sweatpants if | want, at little or no cost.

Of course, books are what provide me with
these experiences. This fall, | have walked through
the grounds at Oxford and listened in on Inklings’
discussions by reading a biography of Tolkien?. |
revisited a favorite personal haunt, Amish country
in Pennsylvania, and lived the simple life of quilting,
farming, and romance?. | experienced the clearly-
delineated class system of 18" century England
(and America) with Moll Flanders®. | went to Chicago
with some cool middle-schoolers and helped fnd
a stolen Vermeer painting®. | even spent a week in
the Sonoma Valley (though | didn’t taste the wine, |
promise) helping restore an old bed-and-breakfast®.
Maybe most fun of all for me as a librarian was

Cheap Holiday Travel

a romp with Edgewick Lamplighter, Third Level
Librarian and naive Dweller, as he is kidnapped by
pirates, faces slavery by cruel goblins, and fghts off a
dragon, all the while trying to capture his experiential
knowledge for posterity®.

Over the next year, | will be traveling safely to
Tehran, to fnd out what it's like to be a woman (and
a reader) in a culture so different from my own’. | feel
the need to experience life as a Chinese-American
woman, so | will probably look up Amy Tan®. | am
planning a trip to 19" century Moscow, to help Erast
Fandorin solve some murders®. At some point, | plan
to visit the antebellum South and look at freedom and
ownership through a different pair of eyes, those of a
free black man with over thirty slaves®®. Though I've
been told it's a diffcult trip, | want to go to modern-day
Afghanistan and see its cultural history played out
in the lives of two boys from very different worlds™.
| even hope to sail under a fag with skull and
crossbones to sort fact from fction on famous (and
not-so-famous) pirates*?.

We can experience so much from the safety of the
recliner through books. | encourage you to join me for
cheap travel this holiday season. What destination is
going to be on your passport?

1 Michael Coren, J.R.R. Tolkien: The Man who Created The Lord of the
Rings. This is a Scholastic biography for children which | read along with
my son.

2 Beverly Lewis, The Sacrifce and The Prodigal, books three and four in
her “Abram’s Daughters” series for Bethany House. (She’s dragging out
the story line; book fve needs to fnish up this family and their problems.)
3 Daniel Defoe’s classic which | managed to never read as an
undergraduate English major but found thoroughly delightful in Patty
Hamilton’s “Eighteenth-Century Novels” special studies course.

4 Blue Balliett, Chasing Vermeer, an innovative and clever mystery for
middle school readers.

5 Kristin Heitzmann, Secrets, published by Bethany House. | always enjoy
Heitzmann, though this is one of her weaker novels.

6 Mel Odom, The Rover, which is not totally original but a good yarn
nonetheless.

7 Azar Nafsi, Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books. Random
House, 2003.

8 I'm leaning towards reading The Bonesetter’s Daughter rather than The
Joy-Luck Club at this time, though if you have another recommendation,
please send it my way.

9 Boris Akunin, The Winter Queen, translated into English by Andrew
Bromfeld, Random House, 2003.

10 Edward P. Jones, The Known World, published by Harper Collins in
2003 and National Book Award fnalist. Jones is a Pen/Hemingway Award
winner.

11 Khaled Hosseini, The Kite Runner, published by Riverhead Books in
2003.

2 David Cordingly, Under the Black Flag: The Romance and the Reality of
Life Among the Pirates, published in 1996 by Random House.
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Tennessee Facts

Compiled by Mary Platt
Cataloging and Authority Librarian

Did you know that...

The Tennessee Electronic Library is available to every
Tennessean? Schools, public libraries, and institutions of higher
education all provide access to a wealth of knowledge.

The Tennessee River divides the state into three parts, known as
the “three states of Tennessee”? East, Middle and West each has
its own cultural heritage. The three stars on the state fag honor
each region.

The Nashville Public Library was named Library of the Year in
2001? Learn more about the impact of the desegregated library in
Patricia McKissack’s picture book, Goin’ Someplace Special.

The National Civil Rights Museum is in Memphis? It is on the
site of the Lorraine Motel where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was
tragically assassinated.

The atomic bomb was researched and planned in Oak Ridge? The
Oak Ridge National Laboratory was the home of the Manhattan
Project and now includes a frst-rate museum of science and
energy.

Clingman’s Dome is the highest point in Tennessee? It is located
in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park at an elevation of
6,643 feet. The Dome was named for mountain explorer and U.S.
Senator Thomas L. Clingman.

The Coca-Cola Bottling Company was chartered in Tennessee?
The parent bottling company to all others was chartered in
Chattanooga in 1899.

Pinson Mounds is the largest Middle Woodland period
archaeological site in the southeast? There are at least 12 mounds
located on 400 acres, ranging in height from 7 to 72 feet. Sauls
Mound which is 72 feet in height is the second-tallest mound in

the US. The Pinson Mounds are located about ten miles south of
Jackson.

The Jubilee Singers of Fisk University is credited with saving the
University? The school’s choir (9 members) embarked upon a
series of fund-raising concert tours. The 1872 tour paid many of
the school’s debts and provided for the purchase of a new campus
in Nashville. The 1874 tour raised nearly $50,000 for Fisk’s frst
permanent structure.

Source: The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History & Culture

Faculty Achievements

Jenny Lowery has received a
Course Development Grant to
develop an online Information
Literacy Tutorial. This will be an
interactive tutorial that will be made
available to all students and faculty
through the library’s website and
through WebCT. It will allow students
to obtain a basic understanding of
fnding and using sources before they
come to instruction sessions with a
librarian. This will enable the face-
to-face library instruction sessions

to be focused on methods and
sources specifc to the discipline or
assignment. The goal is to have the
tutorial available by the fall semester
of 2005.

kkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkk

Melissa Moore’s article, “The Books
of Our Youth: Why Children’s Books
Belong in a College Library,” will be
published in the next issue of Florida
Educational Leadership Journal. This
article also appears in the 2004 issue
of JUFF.

Melissa was also asked to submit an
article on collaborating with faculty
for a special issue of Resource
Sharing and Information Networks.
The article, “Reeling ‘Em In: How

to Draw Teaching Faculty into
Collaborative Relationships,” will be
included in the special issue of the
journal entitled Libraries Within Their
Institutions and Beyond. The issue
will also be published simultaneously
as a monograph by Haworth Press.

At the Faculty Scholarship Dinner in
October, Melissa responded to David
Thomas’ lecture on “The Stories

We Tell Our Children: How Our

Past Is Made Present In Children’s
Literature” with “Experiencing the
Written Word: Why It's Important to
Children.”
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Library Staff Share Christmas memories

The library staff were asked to share their thoughts and memories on the Christmas
holidays, memorial gifts and Santa Claus. Here are some of their responses.

One Christmas Eve after my home church’s traditional
candlelight and carol service as we left the church it
was snowing and it was one of those magical moments
that you always dream about but never experience. But
when it happened it was as truly magical as you would
have expected it to be. Unfortunately, the snow ended
a couple of hours later and was gone by Christmas
morning. --Paul Sorrell

OK. My most “forgettable” memory, meaning I wish

I could forget: Remember those silver aluminum
Christmas trees that came with this electric color wheel
of red, blue, green and yellow that would make the
tree change colors as it rotated? Well, my family used
one during the Christmases of 1969, 70 and 71. It was
sad. I was glad to see that thing go. Yes, I realize this
is a dead giveaway to guessing my age. Some may still
think those are “cool,” but I thought, and still do, that
they were tacky.---Beth Lynn

Snow-covered Christmas? Frequently, but I was raised
in Chicago...we experienced several snow-covered
Easters too.---Louella Stewart

A classmate that I didn’t know well once gave me

a “mismatched” gift. It was a old paperback book
without a front cover and obviously meant for an older
reader. The girl had given several of these books out
to other classmates, and we all thought these were
odd (and not very good) gifts. This gift (rather, my
attitude) also resulted in a “It is the thought that
counts” talk from my parents. ---Lori Haney

The best Christmas I ever experienced? I was a

child 9 or 10?7 My maternal grandparents’ house in
Kentucky. Snow on the ground. My grandparents had
HANDMADE a Barbie doll house complete with wooden
four poster bed with bolsters, pictures on the walls,
rugs on the floor, a tv set made with one old lens from
glasses with my parents’ picture behind the lens. It
was every little girl's dream and it was unique. I was
enchanted! My cousin Cindy got one too! I forgot
what the boys got. Who cares? It was just the most
magical, special Christmas ever! --Jeannie Byrd

Each year, my dad’s parents (now moved on to eternal
peace) would come over Christmas morning and eat
breakfast with us. So we got to see what Santa had
brought early that morning but had to wait until after
the meal to open the presents. My grandfather (we
called him Pop) always took FOREVER to finish! I
realize now that he was teasing us a little, making us
fidget while he chewed every bite 40 times. The most
memorable Christmas as a child was when I was seven.
My brother Russ was five and got his first train track,
so he had everyone’s attention. But I wanted to put
together my Sunshine Family dollhouse. Pop got down
on the floor with me (not an easy feat for him) at the
other end of the living room from the trains and helped
me put all the decals in the right place. I can still
clearly see his face in my mind as he patiently spent
time with me, listening to me create names and a life
history for the dolls. When he passed away several
years ago, this memory took on special meaning for
me, of my Pop’s love for, and patience with, his only
granddaughter. And if anyone knows where I can find
a Sunshine Family dollhouse in good condition, please
let me know! I know two little girls who would love it.

Most memorable Christmas present—My best Christmas
gift is my husband Don. Since we were married on
December 25, we have to be ever mindful that our
anniversary does not get lost in other activities. We
celebrated our 40th anniversary in 2000 by staying a
few days at the Opryland Hotel in Nashville. When

the man at the registration desk learned of our special
occasion, he upgraded us to a suite at no extra charge.
I certainly felt like the rich person I have always been.-
--Pat Morris

What do you mean Santa is my parents?
---Stephen Mount

One memorable Christmas road trip was when I was
young. We were living in New York at the time and

we were coming “home” to Tennessee for Christmas.
My sister had the chicken pox---it was a long and
miserable trip for everyone. Obviously, she was sick
and we had to make many stops along the way. A few
days after we arrived my brother and I got the chicken
pox. It wasn't a great Christmas Break.---Valerie Howell
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. . New Online Databases
Christmas-themed Books and Videos
in the Librar ’S Collection Mental Measurement Yearbooks
y Information about and reviews
Books Videorecordings: of standardized tests covering

Bells of Christmas by Virginia Hamilton
PZ7.H1828 Be1989

PS3570.H56253 C47 1996

Christmas Around the World
PN6071.C6 H3

Christmas in America: A History
GT4986.A1 R47 1995

Christmas Observed: A Literary Selection
PR1111.C53 C46

Norman Rockwell's Christmas Book
PN6071.C6 N6

Joy that is Christmas: A Treasury of
Seasonal Thoughts and Verse
GT4985.P73

Skipping Christmas by John Grisham
PS3557.R5356 S56

Treasury of African-American Christmas
Stories
PS509.C56 T73 1997

Certain Poor Shepherds: A Christmas Tale

Frank Capra’s It's A Wonderful Life
PN1995.9.C5113 187

White Christmas
PN1995.9M86 W458

Juvenile Collection:
Christmas Day in the Morning
JUV E .B855¢c

Kit's Surprise: A Christmas Story
JUV F .T737k Book 3

The Night Before Christmas:
The Ultimate lllustrated Edition
JUV 811.2 . M781n

The Family Read-Aloud Christmas
Treasury
JUV 808.8L95f

The Miracle of the First Poinsettia:
A Mexican Christmas Story
JUV813.54 .Opm

The Polar Express by Chris Van
Allsburg
JUV E V263p

New Reference Books

Measures of Religiosity
REF BR110 .M43 1999

Encyclopedia of Protestantism
BX4811.3 .E53 2004

Researching World War I: A Handbook

D522.4 .R47 2003

Medieval Germany: An Encyclopedia
REF DD157 .M43 2001

Social Work Dictionary
REF HV12 .B37 2003

American Nurses’ Association.
REF KF2915.N8 A55 1996

Education and Technology: An Encyclopedia

REF LB1028.3 .E17 2004

Reference Guide to World Literature
PN524 .R44 2003

Oxford Companion to Italian
Literature
REF PQ4006 .084 2002

Encyclopedia of New Media:

An Essential Reference to
Communication and Technology
REF QA76.575 .E5368 2003

A Companion to Shakespeare’s
Works
PR2976 .C572 2003

Catalog of human cancer genes
RC268.42 .M84 1999

Internet Resources for Nurses
REF RT50.5 .157 203

educational skills, personality,
vocational aptitude, psychology, and
related areas.

D&B Million Dollar Database

This database provides basic
information on companies with sales
greater than $9 Million or 180 or more
total employees.

Hoover’s Online

Comprehensive company, industry,
and market intelligence with in-depth
coverage of 40,000 of the world’s top
business enterprises.

Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography

Over 50,000 biographies of people
who shaped the history of the British
Isles and beyond, from the earliest
times to the year 2000.

Recent Additions to the
Video Collection

Looking into Literature Circles
LC6651.L66

Agamemnon
PA3827.A8 A8

Unforgiven
PN1995.9.W4 U54

Last of the Mohicans
PN1997.L357

Roxanne
PN1997.R7

Tootsie
PN1997.T668

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
PR2065.G3 S5

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
PS3561.E667 O6

Structure of Protein
QD431 .57

Acid-base Balance
GRB144 .A21




