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Is Anyone Still Reading for Pleasure?

by Melissa Moore
Team Leader for Public Services

If you have talked with me, or read my writing, you
know | am an avid readerd it is mid-September, and |
have completed 53 books this year thus far. | am also
a big proponent of reading for the sheer pleasure of
the experience, and seek to encourage others (college
students, colleagues, church members, and children) to
join me in the journey.

Consequently, as an educator and librarian, | am
very concerned with the NEA Report released this past
June documenting the reading habits (or lack thereof)
among the American populace. During August of 2002,
the U. S. Bureau of the Census surveyed over 17,000
adults on their involvement in the public arts and
included several speciyc questions about their reading
habits over the previous 12 months. The resulting
document, Reading at Risk, provides some astonishing
facts that, while they are no surprise to those working
in libraries across the nation, are nonetheless
discouraging.

What the Numbers Say

| realize that 17,135 participants make for a very
small percentage of the US population, and any
extrapolations from this number to the population as a
whole may be a bit of a stretch. However, this is fione
of the most comprehensive polls of art and literature
consumption ever conductedo (ix)*, and by its numbers
gives some evidence that cannot be ignored.

Those surveyed were asked several questions
about their reading habits over the last 12 months. They
were not to count books required for work or school.
The percentage of respondents who read literature
(deyned by the survey as novels, short stories, plays, or
poetry) is 46.7%. A slightly more encouraging number
is 56.6%, which is the number who had read at least
one book in the prior 12 months (presumably people
like my husband, who only read non-yction, account
for the difference). These two numbers both represent
drops from a similar survey taken by the Census Bureau

in 1992. In the last 10 years, the percentage of the US
adult population reading literature has dropped over 7%;
the number reading any book has dropped 4.3%. 55.1%
of women, and 37.6% of men, read literature in the prior
12 months. The drop in reading is happening across
all racial and ethnic lines, and regardless of education
level or age (though the greatest drop in literary reading
happened among those between 18 and 24 years of
age, from 53.3% to 42.8%).

If they are not reading, what are they doing
instead? Going to the movies (60%), exercising
(55.1%), gardening (47.3%), or watching TV (95.7%
of the respondents watch at least one hour per day on
average, and 46.2% watch 3 or more hours per day).
Of those respondents who do read, 21% only read 1-5
books during the previous 12 months. (As | suspected,
| am in the 4% minority of lavido readers, deyned by the
survey as those who read 50 or more books each year.)

The Challenge

To me, it is readily apparent that the results of this
survey represent a national trend | ynd disconcerting
and uncomfortable. | challenge each of us who believe
in life-long learning and are involved in higher education
to ask ourselves some questions which arise from this
report.

What about my students? | was especially
concerned about the drop repected in this survey in
recreational reading by traditional college-age (18-

24) students. These are the students who come to

our library to check email or last nightis scores, rather
than to check out a bestselling novel or read some
groundbreaking nonyction. Requiring more reading from
your students will not solve the problem, but teaching

in such a way that ideas are explored and students

are left hungering for more will promote their search

for knowledge and encourage them to expand their
horizons.

continued on Page 4
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A Third Way of Intellectual Pursuit

In recent years, much has been made of how
contemporary America is deeply divided by competing
views of the world. You would have to be lost in some
zone of mindless complacency not to notice and be
concerned about the division in our society. Recently,
there was an article in the USA Today which reported
on the interest, or lack thereof, that university students
are expressing about the upcoming elections. One
student was quoted saying, fil donit care enough to care
why | donit care.0 At the outset of a new school year
let it be our prayer that no Union student shall leave
this place without learning to care about our nation, our
world, our future.

Within the Christian university, the primary role of the
library is to support the learning community in its pursuit
of the great Christian intellectual tradition that is the
fount of higher education in the West. That tradition
has historically challenged great philosophical ideas
with a concept of objective truth deeply rooted in both
faith and reason. It is the tradition that empowered
Dietrich Bonhoeffer to challenge the thinking that
supported the evil regime of Nazi Germany. It is the
tradition that gave impetus to Pope John Paul Il in his
struggles against the repressive forces of communism.
They represent the best of an intellectual tradition that

thinks critically, hopes eternally, and cares enough.
The library at Union University builds a collection of
resources and provides research expertise in light of
its commitment to this tradition. As the Universityis
academic common we serve to assist our learning
community to more effectively model this tradition.

Robert Harris, in his recent work The Integration of
Faith and Learning, provides a guide for Christian
university students to pursue their education in a more
holistic fashion by intentionally applying the Christian
worldview as the integrative system in their learning. He
sees much of the current academy locked in a struggle
between two competing ways of knowing: modernism
and postmodernism. In this academic arena much of
the teaching and research is based upon philosophical
assumptions which neglect or dismiss transcendent
knowledge. It is not only possible, but essential, that we
prepare our students to challenge such thinking. For
Harris, integrated Christian scholarship is a third way of
intellectual pursuit that critically challenges some of the
underlying assumptions of both systems. In this way,
faith and learning are fully compatible. As Harris puts

it, iThe process of integrating faith and learning allows
faith to support and clarify learning, and at the same
time allows learning to support and clarify faith.0 This
ought to be the goal of any institution of higher education
that seeks to promulgate the great intellectual tradition
of Christendom. Where it is achieved, we will discover
minds that learn to think critically, hope eternally, and
care enough.

Ruth Gibbons Library Student Worker
Scholarship Winners

Brianne Kobeck and Brittany Van Doran

Summar Library
Fall Semester Hours

Monday - Thursday 7 a.m. -12:30 a.m.

Friday 7am.-9p.m.
Saturday 9am.-5p.m.
Sunday 2p.m.-5p.m.

8 p.m. - 12:30 a.m.

The Library will close for all
school ofycial holidays.
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Hundley Center for Academic Enrichment

The second poor of the library has undergone
several changes over the summer. Thanks to a
generous gift from Bob and Mary Ruth Hundley, the
space now houses several new study rooms, two
conference rooms, a casual seating area and an ofyce.

Tutoring services sponsored by the Ofyce of Student

Services will now be offered through the Hundley Center.

In addition the library will be sponsoring new programs
as well. The yrst of these, R(esearch) A(nd) P(aper
writing), will be offered on Mondays and Thursdays from
2-3 pm. This will be a time when students can come
ask questions or get help with any aspect of term paper
research and writing.

Other programs will be offered as needs are
identiyed. If you have a suggestion for workshops
or other programs please contact Jenny Lowery at
jlowery@uu.edu.

Meet Matt Esparza, Instructional Technology Coordinator

Joining the Instructional Technology/Campus Media
team is Matt Esparza. Originally from Southwestern
Indiana in Newburgh, Matt graduated from The
Masteris College in Santa Clarita, CA with a Bachelor of
Science in Computer Science. He is married to Dawn,
Administrative Assistant for Math/Computer Science
Department.

The following are excerpts from an interview exchange
with Matt:

What attracted you to

the Union position? What
attracted you to Union?

Iim the kind of person who
likes to watch fiThis Old
House.0 | love to see what
Bob Vila and co. will do with
what they have to work with.

| suppose that this love of
renewing and renovating
things would have eventually
led me to one of two things:
being a construction worker or
being the ITCM Coordinator. The main attraction for the
job lies in my own love of media and technology. The
secondary attraction lies in what the ITCM could be. For
me, itis all about potential and living up to that potential.
| like Union in general for being a school that still holds
the Word of God and theology in highest regard, when
so many fiChristiano colleges are busy questioning the
faith instead of afyrming it.

What are your skills, experience in instructional
technology?

Besides all of my computer and technical experience, |
would say my biggest skill is improvisation. Most of the
time, you will not have the tool, cable, or device needed
that you might have had in an ideal situation. So, you
must improvise to get the job done.

What are your initial plans/goals for the ITCM?

One initial goal for the ITCM is to train the student
workers. This will be an ongoing process, but the

Lord has blessed the ITCM with a wonderful group

of students who are quick and teachable. Another
initial goal is to read every product manual | can ynd

to become 100% knowledgeable about every piece of
technology that we are using in the classrooms. Some
long term goals include creating a permanent sound
booth / projection area in upstairs Harvey Hall; equipping
the chapel with a permanent projector; reaching the
point where almost every classroom on campus has the
hardware in it

What are your hobbies/interests?

| do enjoy writing 8 mostly short stories. | have tried to
plan for a novel before, but | can never think up enough
plot twists to keep myself interested, let alone readers.

| have a fascination with dinosaurs (I wanted to be a
paleontologist at age 5), and | have a very interesting
theory about them. My other academic interests are

in history and space. | also enjoy building things (and
taking things apart). | enjoy drawing and hope to turn
my ofyce into a sketch gallery of sorts.
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The Millennial Generation
IS Here

by Mary Platt
Authority and Cataloging Librarian

College campuses are being invaded by a new
generation of learners, known as the fiMillennial
Generationo, born between 1982 and 2002. According
to William Strauss and Neil Howe, iiMillennial attitudes
and behaviors represent a sharp break from Generation
X [born between 1961-1981], and are running exactly
counter to trends launched by the Baby Boomers [born
between 1943-1960].0

In a recent conference that | attended, Library
consultant, Dr. Jon Sparks, had this to say about the
millennial students based on his research.

AThey expect information to be available 24/7. This
expectation is about more than convenience; it is a
major shift in behavior.

AThey are less comfortable working independently

and will reveal a tendency toward safety in numbers.
Professors will have to go to extra efforts to tap into the
creativity of students who, having been fitaught to the
test,0 are unfamiliar with taking intellectual risks.

AThere will be more complaints about fiunfair gradeso
and even lawsuits over academic evaluations yled by
disappointed students and disgruntled parents.

Ainterest in the social sciences, including macro-
economics, government, and political science can be
expected to grow.

AThey see themselves as a therob generation ylling the
shoes of the fading Gl Generation [born between 1901-
1924].

AThey will be a can-do generation ylled with technology
planners, community-shapers and world leaders.

These newcomers differ from other generations in that
they are expected to embrace law and order, teamwork,
morality, diversity and problem-solving. In their book
entitled Millennials Rising, the Next Great Generation
(Vintage Books, 2000), Howe and Strauss describe this
generation as being upbeat, conydent, and positive.
They are rule followers; they trust their parents; they are
smart; and they are cooperative team players. Most of
all, Howe and Strauss indicate that this generation will
ultimately become the next great generation.

We welcome the millennial generation to Union.

Summar Libraryts New Logo

Oﬁ\jﬁum _ty Of Le

W
Summar Liorary

In an effort to promote the services and resources of
the library a logo was desgined to be used in marketing
efforts. The logo was designed by senior art student
Kerrie Brooks. Our hope was to convey our mission in
being the academic common of the university.

Still Reading

continued from Page 1

What about the library? There is a concept
known in library circles as fiReaderis Advisoryod in
which library patrons (ficustomerso) are matched
up with books that parallel individual interests and
abilities. Readeris Advisory typically only exists in
public libraries and focuses on yction. | have been
conducting informal RA with students and faculty
almost since | came to Union 12 years ago, but this
report has breathed fresh life into my professional
dreams of establishing an ofycial RA Service here in
Summar Library. We will see what this year brings.

What about me? It is very easy to limit our
reading to our disciplinesd preparing for lectures,
conducting specialized research in our yeld of
expertise. To be well-rounded, articulate, and
intelligent individuals, though, | am convinced we
need to read broadly?. So let us examine our own
reading life and make a fresh commitment to being
readers. If you need suggestions, come on over!

1 National Endowment for the Arts. (2004). Reading
at Risk: A Survey of Literary Reading in America.
Research Division Report #46. http://www.nea.gov/pub/
ReadingAtRisk.pdf. Accessed 21 August 2004.

2 See my article, fiReading Beyond Our Comfort
Zones.o Journal of the Union University Faculty
Forum. Fall 2004. This article will also appear in a
forthcoming issue of The Christian Librarian.




