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I.
Description of the Course:

Old Testament I: Promise, Covenant, and Praise is an investigation of the theological implications of God’s promises that were given to his covenant people, as well as the people’s response to God in praise and lament.  This course will analyze these themes through the study of the history, background, literary genre, structure, and theology of Genesis through Esther, Psalms. 

II.
Objectives of the Course:

To introduce each student to Old Testament chronology

To introduce each student to Old Testament canon

To introduce each student to Old Testament text

To provide brief introductions to Genesis – Esther, Psalms

To discuss the significant theological themes of Genesis – Esther, Psalms

To enable students to develop their exegetical skills

To enable students to strengthen preaching/teaching skills

To provide students the opportunity to develop their research/writing skills

III.
Methods for the Course:

· Students will read Genesis – Esther in translation of choice.

· Students will read the following Psalms in translation of choice and Derek Kidner’s commentary (Inter-Varsity Press Publishers) on each:


Ps. 1 (serves as an introduction to the Psalter & understood as a wisdom psalm)



Pss. 8, 23, 46, 47, 93, 97, 100, 103 (praise)



Pss. 13, 22, 51, 88 (laments)



Pss. 55, 137 (imprecatory)



Pss. 73 (wisdom)



Ps. 150 (serves as a conclusion to the Psalter)

· Students will read the selected pages from the following books:


Hamilton, Victor P.  Handbook on the Pentateuch.  2nd Edition.  (Baker Academic Publishers)


Pp. 19-47; 135-209; 231-246; 281-293; 367-383; 402-435; 453-461

Hamilton, Victor P.  Handbook on the Historical Books (Baker Academic Publishers)


Pp. 15-58; 97-112; 127-134; 148-169; 187-204; 211-223; 231-243; 316-368; 379-406; 



454-468; 503-523; 529-545.  
· Students will write 4 sermon and/or 4 teaching outlines.  Sermons and outlines must be single-spaced, 2-3 pages each.  Sermon outlines must have a single theme, be from a single book and must contain: an introductory paragraph, main points with brief development on each, and conclusion.  Teaching outlines must be 2-3 pages each and may be from as many as 4 different books or as few as 2 different books.  See attached examples.  

· Students will read the introduction in Derek Kidner’s Psalms 1-72 (Vol. I: pp. 1-46) and provide an overview.  Overview must be 3-5 pages, typed, doubled spaced.  
All materials are due at the beginning of class on November 30.  Any material submitted after the beginning of class will be assessed a two-point penalty for each day the work is late, including weekends.     

Student’s final grade will be assessed on the following:

Classroom Participation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
33%

Sermon/Teaching Outlines/Kidner Overview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
33%

Final Examination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
33%

IV.  Attendance Policy:

Class attendance and participation is essential in order to successfully complete this course.  Students will be assessed a two (2) point penalty off their final average for each absence over one.  Unless extenuating circumstances exist, in no case shall a student who misses three (3) class sessions receive credit for the course.  

V.  Class Schedule:

October
19
Introduction to the Course 

Introduction to Old Testament Chronology, Canon, Text

Introduction to Genesis & Selected Passages

26
Introduction to Exodus & Selected Passages

Introduction to Leviticus & Selected Passages
November
  2
Introduction to Numbers & Selected Passages

Introduction to Deuteronomy & Selected Passages
  9
Introduction to Joshua & Selected Passages


Introduction to Judges & Selected Passages

16
Introduction to Ruth & Selected Passages


Introduction to 1 & 2 Samuel & Selected Passages
23 
Introduction to 1 & 2 Kings & Selected Passages

Introduction to 1 & 2 Chronicles & Selected Passages

30
Introduction to Ezra-Nehemiah & Selected Passages


Introduction to Esther & Selected Passages


Introduction to Psalms & Selected Psalms 
December
  7
Final Examination
 

Professor reserves the right to make changes or additions to the assignment schedule as warranted.  

Carpe Diem


VI.  Selected Bibliography:

Introductions

Anderson, Bernhard W.  Understanding the Old Testament.  4th Ed.  

Anderson, George W.  A Critical Introduction to the Old Testament.

Baylis, Albert H.  From Creation to the Cross.  

Bentzen, Aage.  Introduction to the Old Testament.

Cate, Robert L.  An Introduction to the Old Testament and Its Study.

Childs, Brevard.  Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture.

Driver, S. R.  An Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testament.

Eissfeldt, Otto.  The Old Testament.  An Introduction.

Harrison, R. K.  Introduction to the Old Testament.

La Sor, William Sanford, David Allan Hubbard, and Frederic William Bush.  Old Testament Survey.  

Tullock, John.  The Old Testament Story.

West, James King.  Introduction to the Old Testament.

Young, Edward J.  An Introduction to the Old Testament.

Theologies

Baab, Otto. J.  The Theology of the Old Testament.

Brueggemann, Walter.  Theology of the Old Testament.  

Childs, Brevard S.  Old Testament Theology in a Canonical Context.

Eichrodt, Walther.  Theology of the Old Testament.  2 vols.

House, Paul.  Old Testament Theology.

Rad, Gerhard Von.  Old Testament Theology.  2 vols.

Smith, Ralph L.  Old Testament Theology.

General Works

Allis, Oswald T.  The Five Books of Moses.

Bailey, Lloyd R.  The Pentateuch.

Blenkinsopp, Joseph.  The Pentateuch.

Bright, John.  The Kingdom of God.  

Cate, Robert L.  These Sought A Country.  A History of Israel in Old Testament Times. 


.  Old Testament Roots for New Testament Faith.   

Hirsch, Samson R.  The Pentateuch.

Rowley, H. H.  The Faith of Israel.  


.  The Growth of the Old Testament.  

The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, S.v. “Pentateuch,” by D. N. Freedman.

Whybray, R. N.  Introduction to the Pentateuch.

Old Testament Criticism

Armerding, Carl E.  The Old Testament and Criticism.

Barton, John.  Reading the Old Testament: Method in Biblical Study.

Clements, Ronald E.  A Century of Old Testament Study.

Rowley, H. H.  The Old Testament and Modern Study.

Genesis

Alter, Robert.  Genesis.

Brueggemann, Walter.  “Genesis,” Interpretation.  

Davies, G. Henton.  “Genesis,” The Broadman Bible Commentary.

Elliott, Ralph H.  The Message of Genesis.

Francisco, Clyde T.  “Genesis,” The Broadman Bible Commentary.  Rev.

Gunkel, Hermann.  “Genesis,” Mercer Library of Biblical Studies.  

Hamilton, Victor P.  The Book of Genesis 18-50.

Kidner, Derek.  “Genesis,” Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries. 

Moyers, Bill.  Genesis.

Rad, Gerhard Von.  Genesis: A Commentary.

Speiser, E. A.  Genesis.

Wenham, Gordon J.  Genesis.  3 vols.

Westermann, Caus.  Genesis.  3 vols. 

Exodus

Clements, Ronald E.  “Exodus,” The Cambridge Bible Commentary.  

Cole, R. A.  “Exodus.”  Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries.

Childs, Brevard.  The Book of Exodus.

Davidman, Joy.  Smoke on the Mountain.  An Interpretation of the Ten Commandments.  

Durham, John.  Exodus.

Honeycutt, Roy L., Jr.  “Exodus,” The Broadman Bible Commentary.

Hyatt, J. P.  Exodus.
Leviticus

Clements, Ronald E.  “Leviticus,” The Broadman Bible Commentary.

Gerstenberger, Erhard S.  “Leviticus,” The Old Testament Library.  

Harrison, R. K.  Leviticus.

Hartley, John.  Leviticus.

Knight, G. A. F.  Leviticus.

Milgrom, Jacob.  Leviticus 1-16.

Snaith, N. H.  Leviticus and Numbers.  

Numbers

Ashley, T. R.  The Book of Numbers.

Binns, L. Elliott.  The Book of Numbers.

Budd, Philip J.  “Numbers,” Word Biblical Commentary.  

Wenham, Gordon J.  “Numbers,” The Broadman Bible Commentary.

Deuteronomy

Clements, Ronald E.  God’s Chosen People.  A Theological Interpretation of the Book of Deuteronomy.  

Cunliffe-Jones, H.  Deuteronomy.

Watts, John D. W.  “Deuteronomy,” The Broadman Bible Commentary.

Weinfeld, Moshe.  Deuteronomy 1-11.

Joshua

Gray, John.  Joshua, Judges, Ruth.

Hess, Richard s.  Joshua : An Introduction and Commentary.

Howard, David M.  Joshua.  

Nelson, Richard D,  Joshua : A Commentary.
Judges

Block, Daniel L.  Judges & Ruth.

Boling, Robert G.  “Judges,” in The Anchor Bible.  

Cundall, Arthur E. & Leon Morris.  “Judges & Ruth,” Tyndale.  

Gray, John.  Joshua, Judges, Ruth. 

McCann, J. Clinton.  Judges.

Soggin, J. Alberto.  “Judges,” The Old Testament Library.  

Ruth

Block, Daniel L.  Judges & Ruth.

Bush, Frederic.  Ruth, Esther.  

Campbell, Edward F.  “Ruth,” in The Anchor Bible.  

Cundall, Arthur E. & Leon Morris.  “Judges & Ruth,” Tyndale.  

Gray, John.  Joshua, Judges, Ruth.

Hubbard, Robert L.  The Book of Ruth.
Kennedy, J. Hardee.  “Ruth,” The Broadman Bible Commentary.  

1-2 Samuel

Ackroyd, Peter R.  “The First Book of Samuel,” The Cambridge Bible Commentary.  


.  “The Second Book of Samuel,” The Cambridge Bible Commentary.

Anderson, A. A.  2 Samuel.  

Baldwin , Joyce G.  1 and 2 Samuel : An Introduction and Commentary.  
Brueggemann, Walter.  First and Second Samuel.  

Hertzberg, Hans Wilhelm.  “I & II Samuel,” The Old Testament Library.  
Payne, David F.  “I & II Samuel,” The Daily Study Bible Series.  

1-2 Kings

Brueggemann, Walter 1 & 2 Kings.

Gray, John.  “I & II Kings,” The Old Testament Library.  

Hubbard, Robert L.  First and Second Kings.

Matheney, M. Pierce Jr. and Roy L. Honeycutt, Jr.  “1-2 Kings,” The Broadman Bible Commentary.

Wiseman.  Donald J.  1 and 2 Kings : An Introduction and Commentary.

1-2 Chronicles

Allen, Leslie C.  “1, 2 Chronicles,” Communicator's Commentary.

Coggins, R. J.  First and Second Books of the Chronicles.  

Francisco, Clyde T.  “1-2 Chronicles,” The Broadman Bible Commentary.

Thompson, J.A.  1, 2 Chronicles.  

Ezra-Nehemiah

Blenkinsopp, Joseph.  Ezra-Nehemiah : A Commentary.

Hamrick, Emmett Willard.  “Ezra-Nehemiah,” The Broadman Bible Commentary.

Kidner, Derek.  Ezra and Nehemiah : An Introduction and Commentary.  

Esther

Baldwin, Joyce G.  Esther : An Introduction and Commentary.   
Bush, Frederic.  Ruth, Esther.  

Psalms

Brueggemann, Walter.  The Message of the Psalms.  


.  David’s Truth in Israel’s Imagination & Memory.  

Durham, John I.  “Psalm,” The Broadman Bible Commentary.

Gunkel, Hermann.  An Introduction to the Psalms.  

Holladay, William L.  The Psalms through Three Thousand Years.  

Keller, Phillip.  A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23.  

Kirkpatrick, A. F.  The Book of Psalms. 

Knight, G. A. F.  Psalms.  

Mays, James Luther.  Psalms.  

Mowinckel, Sigmund.  He That Cometh.


.  Psalms in Israel’s Worship.  

Terrien, Samuel L.  Psalms and their Meaning for Today.
Weiser, Artur.  “Psalms” in The Old Testament Library.  

Westermann, Claus.  The Psalms: Structure, Content & Message.  


Sermon Example

Moses’ Image of God Exodus 34:6

To begin this sermon series on “images of God” I asked my congregation to close their eyes and visualize.  Living among avid Tennessee fans I played a brief segment of the song “Rocky Top.”  With their eyes closed I asked them again to visualize: sunset; clear skies; soft wind blowing; a little chill of fall in the air; tall, snow capped mountains; sandy beaches with the ocean stretching as far as the eye can see.  

Then I asked the congregation to open their eyes.  Prompted by sight, sound, touch, and smell our mind creates images.  But, different people visualize different images.  To one person the image of “Rocky Top” makes him/her think they have died and gone to heaven.  To another person the image of “Rocky Top” is they have died and gone somewhere . . . but it may not be heaven.  

To one person the image of a sunset is peaceful and brings to close a productive day.  To another person the image of a sunset signals that the day is finished and the darkness of night approaches.  To one person the image of cool fall air is refreshing.  To another person the image of cool fall air reminds the person of the approach of winter and “O how my bones are going to ache.”  To a person who loves mountains the image is one of beauty, majestic, even breath-taking.  To another person the mountains are cold, impersonal, dangerous and even deadly.  To a beach lover the seashore borders on being utopia, bathing in the sun, sloshing in the water.  To another person the beach is hot and gritty.    Different people see different images.        

Close your eyes again and visualize with me: God.  What image do you see?  Open your eyes and let us think about Moses’ image of God.  

Merciful 

Moses visualized God as a merciful God.  The word “mercy” comes from a root word in the Hebrew which has an association with the womb, indicating the mercy or love that a mother has for a child.  “Mercy” denotes intimate, personal, relational, and meaningful love.  I once believed that the uniqueness of a mother-child relationship was an old wives’ tale told to make husbands/fathers feel badly.  But I have noticed a special bond which exists between my wife and our two children.  I do not understand the bond completely but I recognize the distinctiveness of the bond.  Moses visualized God as a merciful God.  

Reports have proven Saddam Hussein to have been a merciless dictator.  The majority of the Iraqi people lived on the brink of starvation while Saddam built magnificent palaces for himself across the nation.  Other individuals and nations mirror Saddam’s merciless life.  Yet Moses visualized God as a merciful God.  

Gracious 

Moses visualized God as a gracious God.  The word “grace” is a beautiful word in the Old Testament.  Grace in the Old Testament can be translated as “inclined toward,” giving the idea of bending down.  God reveals His gracious nature by “inclining” Himself toward humanity.  The incarnation remains the greatest manifestation of God’s grace.  

When an adult stands and speaks with a child, all the child sees is the adult’s chin, nose, and forehead.  But if an adult bends down to the child, then the child can see the adult's eyes, smile, and warmth of the adult's face.  That child can better communicate with the adult because the adult has lowered (“inclined”) himself/herself to the child's level.  When Moses visualized God he imagined a gracious God.  

Long Suffering 

Moses visualized God as a “long suffering” God.  “Long suffering” renders a Hebrew phrase which literally translates “long of nostrils.”  When one becomes angry one’s nostrils flare.  But Moses visualized God as one “long of nostrils.”  God’s nostrils do not flare easily or quickly.  God does not become angry easily or quickly.  “Long of nostrils” suggests the positive quality of patience.

Moses must have tried God’s patience on more than a few occasions.  God said, “Moses, go back to Egypt.”  Moses asked, “Who am I that I should go back to Egypt?”  God said, “Moses, go back to Egypt.”  Moses asked, “Who are you?”  God said, “Moses, go back to Egypt.”  Moses said, “They are not going to believe me.  They are not going to listen to me.  They are going to say God did not appear to you.”  God said, “Moses, go back to Egypt.”  Moses said, “I am a poor speaker.  I am slow of speech and tongue.”  God said, “Moses, go back to Egypt.”  Moses said, “Send someone else.”  Time and time again Moses experienced God as a patient God.    

Goodness

Moses visualized God as a God of love.  The King James Version translates this phrase as “abundant in goodness.”  The New International Version translates the phrase as “abounding in love” while the New American Standard renders the phrase as “abounding in loving kindness.”  Translations are different but the meaning is clear: God's love is without end. 

While Moses must have been a difficult person at times for the Israelites to love God loved Moses without end.  Moses visualized God as a God of love.  

Faithful 

Moses visualized God as a faithful God.  Moses stood before pharaoh.  With horror, pharaoh watched the Nile become blood.  But pharaoh refused to release the Israelites.  Moses stood before pharaoh and brought forth the plague of frogs, but pharaoh refused to release the Israelites.  Moses stood before pharaoh nine times and nine times pharaoh refused to release the Israelites.  Moses stood before pharaoh time and time again but Moses never stood before pharaoh alone.  God was always faithful to Moses.  In fact, God revealed his name to Moses as “I am who I am” denoting the idea of “I am whatever you need.” 

When Moses experienced discouragement, God was faithful.  When defeat appeared inevitable, God was faithful.  When Moses did not know which way to turn, God was faithful.  On Mt. Sinai 40 days and in the wilderness 40 years, God was faithful.  When Moses needed food or water, God was faithful.  Moses visualized God as a faithful God.  Moses visualized God as merciful, gracious, long suffering, loving, and faithful.  
Images are powerful.  Close your eyes and imagine: “In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month on the fifth day, while I was among the exiles by the Kebar River, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God.  I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north-an immense cloud with flashing lightning and surrounded by brilliant light.  The center of the fire looked like glowing metal, and in the fire was what looked like four living creatures.  The creatures sped back and forth like flashes of lightning.  Above the heads of the living creatures was what looked like an expanse, sparkling like ice, and awesome.  Above the expanse over their heads was what looked like a throne of sapphire, and high above on the throne was a figure like that of a man.  I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him.  Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him.  This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.” (Selected verses from Ezekiel 1).  Images are powerful.  What image do you see when you visualize God?

Teaching Outline Example

The Book of Genesis

Chapters

1-11 Prehistory


1-3 Creation & Fall



1:2 Initial Chaos



1:3-5 The First Day



1:6-8 The Second Day



1:9-13 The Third Day



1:14-19 The Fourth day



1:20-23 The Fifth day



1:24-31 The Sixth day



2:1-3 The Seventh day



2:4 – 3 Fall


4:1-7 First Worship


4:8-16 First Murder


5 The Generations from Adam to Noah (transition)


6-8 The Great Flood



6:5-10 Divine Judgment



6:11-17 The Ark



6:18 God’s Covenant with Noah



7 The Flood



8 Noah Leaves the Ark



9:1-19 God’s Covenant with Humankind



10 The Table of Nations (transition)



11:1-11 The Tower of Babel


12-50 History of the Patriarchs


12:1-3 God Calls Abraham


12:4-9 Abram’s Travels – From Haran to the Negev


12:10-13:1 Abram’s Travels – Egypt


13:2-18 Separation of Abram & Lot


14 Abram’s Victory


15:1-21 God’s Covenant with Abram



15:6 Abram’s Belief


16 Sarah’s Barrenness & the Birth of Ishmael


17 God’s Covenant of Circumcision 



17:5 Abram’s Name Change


18-19 Sodom & Gomorrah 



18:20-33 Abraham’s Intercession 


20 Abram’s Travels – Gerar


21:1-7 The Birth of the Promised Son (Isaac) 


22:1-19 The Binding of Isaac



22:1 God’s Test of Abraham



22:3-4 The Journey to Moriah



22:5-9 The Binding of Isaac


22:10-14 God Honored Abraham’s Commitment


23 The Death & Burial of Sarah


24 A Wife for Isaac


25:1-18 The Death & Burial of Abraham


25:19-34 Jacob & Esau Rivalry 


26 Isaac Narratives 


27 Jacob & Rebekah Deceive Isaac & Esau



27:41-28:10 Jacob Flees Esau’s Wrath


29 Wives for Jacob


29:31 – 30:24 Jacob’s Family


31 Jacob & Laban Part


32-33:20 Jacob & Esau Reconciled



32:28 Jacob’s Name Change



33:4-11 Esau’s Maturity


34 Shechem’s Violation of Dinah


35 Jacob Travels – From Shechem to Mamre 


36 Descendents of Esau


37 – 50 The Joseph Stories



37:3 Joseph, Preferred Son



37:1-11 Joseph, Dreamer



37:12-36 Joseph, Slave



38 Judah & Tamar



39 Joseph, Prisoner

40 Joseph, Interpreter of Dreams

41 Joseph, Vice-President of Egypt

42 Joseph’s Brothers First Visit to Egypt

43 Joseph’s Brothers Second Visit to Egypt

44 Joseph, Tester of Men

45 Joseph, Forgiver

46:1-7 Israel Journeys to Egypt

46:28 – 47:12 Israel & Sons in Egypt

49 Israel’s Blessing

50:1-14 The Death & Burial of Israel

50:15-21 Joseph’s Maturity

50:22-26 Joseph’s Death & Burial 

