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Course Content

Old Testament I: Promise, Covenant, Praise. In this course we examine the foundation of the Bible: God’s original design for the world and humanity, the covenant relationship between God and his people, the historical record of the relationship between God and Israel (“the longest bad marriage in history”), and the songbook of God’s people.

Course Objectives
(1) Develop familiarity with content, chronology, and the creational, canonical, and Christological significance of these texts

(2) Develop skills to apply these texts for personal and pastoral guidance

Those objectives presuppose many smaller foundational tasks: cultural and geographic familiarity, simply learning to read with care and an active imagination, improved research skills, using the text to foster and guide our emotions (not just head knowledge), learning to probe by asking good questions of texts, developing familiarity with theological, linguistic, socio-cultural and archaeological aspects of the text.

Course Values
(1) A high view of the original meaning and authority of OT texts

(2) A strong interest in the interpretation of the OT in the NT, our authoritative guide for OT interpretation; in other words, we will read the OT as Christians reading a Christian book

Required Course Readings

Genesis (all); Exodus 1-20, 39:32-40:38; Leviticus 16,19, 25-26; Numbers 16, 24-25; Deut 1-6, 17:14-20, 18:15-22; 26-34; Judges (all); Ruth (all); 2 Samuel 22; 1 Kings 1-12; 21:17-22:53; 2 Kings 1-6, 17-25;  1 Chronicles 3:1-9; 4:8-11, 34-43; 5:18-26; 9:1-34; 16-17; 28-29; 2 Chronicles 6-7; 29:1-33:20; 36. Ezra 3-5, 9-10; Nehemiah 1:1-2:20, 8:1-12; 13:1-31. Psalms 1, 2, 8, 22-24, 34, 37, 51, 73, 95-100, 120-139, 144-150.

Applying the Word, appreciating trajectories:  Psalm 78, 90, 103-106, Nehemiah 9; Ezekiel 16, 20, 23; Hebrews 3-4, 8-10, 11-12; Matthew 4; Romans 4, 8; 1 Corinthians 5-6, 10; Galatians 4; 2 Peter 3; Jude; Revelation 2-3; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Isaiah 44:1-5; Ezekiel 36-37.

Bible readings should be done in a modern translation, not the King James Version and not a paraphrase like the Living Bible or The Message  (ESV, Holman Standard, NIV, Contemporary English Version, NRSV, NKJV).

Sandra Richter, Epic of Eden. (All)

Gordon Wenham, Leviticus, 15-37. (Will be passed out in class)

ESV Study Bible Introductory notes (NOT ALL NOTES, just introduction) for Genesis (pages 39-46), Exodus (39-43; chart and “Battle between Yahweh and the Rulers of Egypt” on 156, 186, 190-1), Numbers (257-61), Joshua (389-93), Ruth (475-7), 1 and 2 Samuel (484-489), 1 and 2 Kings (585-589; consider images on 595, 604-5, 607), Ezra (799-802, “The Hand of God” on 814), Nehemiah (821-2), Esther (849-852).

ESV Study Bible articles: “Introduction to the Historical Books,” 385-7; “The Date of the Exodus,” 33; “Introduction to the Poetic and Wisdom Literature,” 865-8.

Recommended Articles, not required
“The Septuagint,” 2601-2603; “Archaeology and the Bible,” 2591-2; “The Canon of the OT,” 2577-9; “The Reliablity of the OT Manuscripts,” 2585-7; “Overview of the Bible,” 23-26; “History of Salvation in the Old Testament: Preparing the way for Christ,” 2635-2646, 2648-2651. Online at http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/article-bible-overview.html#bible-overview-article-overview-of-the-bible-a-survey-of-the-history-of-salvation
Course Attendance:

Class attendance and participation is essential in order to successfully complete this course. Students will be assessed a two (2) point penalty off their final average for each absence over one. Unless extenuating circumstances exist, in no case shall a student who misses three (3) class sessions receive credit for the course.

Tardiness will negatively impact participation grades. 

Makeup work (notes, class announcements, etc) should be procured from peers, not professors.

Inclement weather decisions are in the hands of MCS director, Dr. Easley.
Course Schedule: January 3-26
January 3 
Course Introduction and Syllabus

Academic, theological, and pastoral study of the OT

Introduction to Old Testament Chronology, Canon, Geography

Introduction to the Pentateuch

January 5  
Introduction to Genesis & Selected Passages
January 10 
Introduction to Exodus & Selected Passages

Introduction to Leviticus & Selected Passages

Introduction to Numbers & Selected Passages
January 12 
Introduction to Deuteronomy & Selected Passages

  

Introduction to Joshua & Selected Passages



Introduction to Judges & Selected Passages

January 17
Introduction to Ruth & Selected Passages



Introduction to 1 & 2 Samuel & Selected Passages

Introduction to 1 & 2 Kings & Selected Passages

January 19 
Introduction to 1 & 2 Chronicles & Selected Passages

Introduction to Ezra-Nehemiah & Selected Passages

Introduction to Esther
January 24
Introduction to Psalms & selected psalms
January 26
Introduction to Psalms & selected psalms



Conclusion
Course Assignments
20 points   Reading, attendance, participation

40 points   Reflection papers

40 points   Final Exam

Reading report and all material should be emailed to professor by February 8. Participation includes asking questions, engaging in discussion, and summarizing and commenting on the biblical text reading for the week. (The instructor will call on you unannounced.)

After each week (Tues and Thurs) of teaching, write a 500-600 word reflection on one or more aspects of the previous week’s lecture material. Include comments on the text (historical, literary or theological comments) and its interpretation (how the text as you have interpreted it might work itself out in your life or ministry). The goal is twofold: (1) to have something on paper that is solid enough to use as the basis for teaching/preaching in the future, and (2) to begin to use course lectures and readings to work.

The format for your reports is flexible: it could be an essay, a journal entry, a series of blog posts, or an annotated sermon/teaching outline.

The reflection paper does not have to be polished to earn an “eight” or “nine,” but does have to be thoughtful. Papers that are “tens” will be solid in every respect, and have something special about them: a supplemental outline, recommended songs or liturgy, etc. that fleshes out the meaning of the text or its application for the believer or the community of faith. Reflections are due each Monday before the next week’s courses begin, and may be emailed to the instructor. For those with very heavy schedules, a postponed due date of February 8 for these assignments is possible.
The final exam will include short essays, matching, multiple choice, a map, memory verses, true/false, etc; you will be asked to summarize the basic content of a handful of key chapters, which will be identified during the course; you may be asked to summarize the primary message of books, or their significance for Christians (per class discussion and the NT). Begin studying as soon as the course begins. There’s much to learn!
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