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Course Description:

Old Testament II: Wisdom, Justice, and God’s Rule is designed to introduce the student to the Old Testament books of Job through Malachi, excluding Psalms.  The course is designed to introduce the student to Hebrew wisdom in general, and to the wisdom books of the Old Testament, i.e., Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes, in particular.  Also, the course is designed to introduce the student to the origin and development of Hebrew prophecy in general, and the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, in particular.     

Course Objectives:

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

1. describe the general content of each prophetic and wisdom book.

2. identify the historical, cultural, and religious situation in Israel and Judah during the ministry of each prophet or wisdom text.

3. exhibit good hermeneutical use of basic principles of interpretation that derive the original meaning of a text from its historical and literary context.

4. explain how each prophetic and wisdom text was used to change the worldview of the audience by persuading them to transform their lives based on God’s revelation and action in history.

5. demonstrate an appreciation of God’s revelation as a source of inspiration and encouragement , as well as a basis for teaching and preaching.

6. see how a sufficient understanding of the New Testament begins in the Old Testament.

7. have a better understanding of how to craft a sermon or Bible lesson on the prophets or wisdom literature.

8. use the ESV study Bible more effectively in everyday Bible study as knowledge of its features increase.

Methods of Instruction:
1. Basic instruction will involve lecturing on the text for the day and asking questions about the reading assignments.  Students are encouraged to ask questions and enter into dialogue to clarify issues and gain further insight.

2. We will view either as a class or individually the movie, The Spitfire Grill, in order to evaluate its faithfulness in translating Jer. 8.22.  We will be concerned with various forms of social commentary throughout the semester.

3. Students will also listen to and read several sermons through the online course platform, Blackboard.  Another one of our goals is to become more computer-savvy with respect to doing research and accessing information.

4. Two exams will reinforce student learning through review and will test the student’s comprehension of the material.

5. Three sermon/teaching papers will challenge the students to use sound exegetical skills in dealing with various OT texts.

Required Texts

Chisholm, Robert B., Jr. Handbook on the Prophets. Baker, 2002.
Estes, Daniel J.  Handbook on the Wisdom Books and Psalms: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs.  Baker, 2005.
ESV Study Bible. Crossway Bibles, 2008.
Grading

The class will be graded according to the following standard:

· Midterm Exam


25%

· Sermon/Lesson Plans
25%

· Reading Assignments

10%

· Film and Audio Assnmts.
10%

· Final Exam


30%

All of these metrics will be explained on the first day of class.

Attendance

Regular class attendance is required for successful completion of this class.  Regardless of your status in the MCS program, you will be expected to complete all assignments and be in class for the duration of the class.  Each exam will be based on information in your textbooks, lectures, sermons, and film.  Students are expected to be faithful in class attendance—consult the UU policy in your student handbook.  Please plan ahead so you may remove conflicts from your schedule.  When you are pursuing an academic degree, you should schedule extracurricular activities around school, not the other way around.  A high degree of diligence and commitment is expected from each class member.

Please free all exam dates in your schedule now.  He student who misses an exam will receive a zero (0) grade unless an excused absence from a third party (due to illness, accident, funeral attendance) is presented.  A missed exam must be taken within one week of the date the exam was scheduled.

Class Schedule (read appropriate pages and ESV Study Bible corresponding with the assignments)

February 4

Intro to class




Intro to the Prophetic material




Amos




Hosea

February 11

Jonah

Micah




Isaiah




February 18

Nahum




Zephaniah




Habakkuk




Joel

February 25

Take Home Exam




Jeremiah





Movie Night—Let’s bring movie stuff!



Obadiah

March 4

Ezekiel




Intro to Wisdom




Job

March 11

Proverbs




Ecclesiastes




Song of Solomon

March 18

Daniel




Haggai




Zechariah

March 25

Malachi




Final Exam
