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Course Description and Objectives

The Union University official description for this course is as follows: A survey of the Gospels and Acts with more intensive study of selected texts and issues.  Included are a survey of New Testament background, evaluation of various critical approaches to the life of Christ, consideration of the historical reliability of the Gospels, and a survey of central theological themes in the teaching of Jesus, the individual Gospels, and the Book of Acts.  

This course is designed for students in a Master’s level program.  It is a core requirement for all students seeking an MCS from Union University.  No formal previous study of the NT is required to complete this course.  The professor will use various English translations of the Bible for class sessions, and the student needs to bring to each session a widely-used and recognized translation of the Bible. The following specific objectives are intended for students completing this course.

1. Cognitive (what you know):

· You will become acquainted with the historical background and context of the New Testament.

· You will assess various kinds of critical methodologies used in NT studies. 
· You will study the background, content, and message of each of the Gospels and the book of Acts.

· You will identify the major themes in the teaching of Jesus.

· You will be equipped for further and more competent study of the Gospels and Acts.

2. Affective (what you feel):

· You will be challenged to value the NT itself and the study of it.
· You will feel better equipped to communicate the message of the Gospels and the Acts.

· You will be challenged to address textual and theological issues that relate to both faith and feeling.

3. Behavioral (what you decide and do):

· You will be challenged to believe the teachings and follow the instructions of this part of God’s Word.
· You will communicate your knowledge of the NT literature being studied by completing the assignments, quizzes and the final exam of this course.
TEXTBOOKS
Two textbooks will be used, besides The Holy Bible (your version of choice).
· An Introduction to the New Testament (2nd edition). D.A. Carson and Douglas J. Moo (Grand Rapids, Ill.: Zondervan, 2005) ISBN-10; 0-310-23859-5, ISBN -13; 978-0-310-23859-1. We refer to this book as INT.
· Exploring the New Testament, Volume One: A Guide to the Gospels and Acts. David Wenham and Steve Walton ( Downers Grove, Ill.: Intervarsity Press, 2001) ISBN-10; 0-8308-2557-6, ISBN-13; 978-0-8308-2557-8. We refer to this book as ENT.
Academic Integrity

to remain in good standing with Union University, you are expected to demonstrate academic honesty, integrity, civility, and respect for others.  Academic integrity means implicit and explicit behaviors that exemplify honesty and the truthful representation of personal academic work.  Cheating, lying, and plagiarism are examples of destructive and unethical behaviors that reflect deception or dishonesty.

         Attendance Policy

     Class will begin promptly at 5:30 p.m. One absence (of any kind) will be permitted without penalty.  It will be necessary for a student who misses a second class session to complete an added assignment given by the professor. Students missing more than two sessions will fail.  All cell phones must be turned off and must be used only outside the classroom.  No one may miss the final session/exam without written permission from the professor at least one week prior to the final exam.    

Grading

The grade points possible are 1000.  Grades will be calculated according to the Union University scale:

A=950-1000, B=850-949, C=750-849, D=650-749, and F=649 and below.  Factors such as consistent tardiness or an unexcused second absence may count up to 5% of the grade.           



Class Participation



100 points

Two Quizzes (Sept. 2, and Sept. 23)

100 points (50 points each)

Papers on Mark, Matthew & Luke

300 points (100 points each)

Papers on John                                                100 points

Paper on Acts




200 points 
Final Exam- Oct. 7



200 points

Assignments

Three Introductory Papers
An Introductory Paper is to be written for each of the synoptic gospels. These three papers are to present clearly and concisely the students understanding of key introductory issues related to each of the synoptic gospels: issues of authorship, date, background, purpose, primary themes, structure, literary characteristics, distinctive features, and theological contributions should be referred to.  If there are important issues related to the textual tradition, canonicity, history of scholarly debate, these can be referred to also.  References should be made to sources used for these papers including the two textbooks and the NT.  Special attention will be given to the primary themes, the structure, and the theological contribution of the gospel, and especially the “picture” of Jesus Christ presented. See course schedule for the due date for each paper. (Each “introductory discussion” should be no less than 4 full pages and no more than 6 full pages). In addition, at the end of each paper, the student is to quote a key text or paragraph found in the specific gospel under consideration. Then, a careful but concise interpretation of that text or paragraph is to be presented, focusing on the original significance of that text within the context of the gospel. This additional aspect of the assignment should be presented within two pages, not counting the quotation itself. (Approximately 8 pages for each paper)
Introductory Paper on John

First of all, demonstrate with clear evidence how John presents his gospel in the light of John 20:30-31.  Then, answer the question, in what ways is John’s gospel similar to the synoptic, and in what ways is it different or distinctive from the synoptic gospels?  In answering this question suggest some reasons for John’s uniqueness and clarify the fourth gospel’s contributions to the understanding of Jesus Christ in the NT. (6 pages)

Paper on Acts

This paper is to be written in two parts (100 points each).  First of all, answer the two- fold question – What is the importance of Acts and “What role does it play in our understanding of the history and theology of the NT”?  In addition, present an outline of the book indicating the major divisions in Acts. Having addressed and answered the two-fold question and having presented a detailed outline of the book, select some aspect of Acts that you would like to research and carefully present your findings (example: Mission in the Book of Acts, The Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts, The Word of God in Acts, The Growth of the Church in the Book of Acts, What we learn from “speeches” in the Book of Acts, Miracles in the Book of Acts, Persecution in the Book of Acts, Witnessing in the Book of Acts, Theology (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) in the Book of Acts, etc.).  Pick a subject you want to present.  Look up all the appropriate texts in Acts. Present your subject, present the relevant material in Acts, utilize reliable secondary sources, draw conclusions, and give implications for the Christian and the life of the Church today.  This paper should demonstrate original thinking and study. 

(8 pages) (200 points)
Exam – Oct. 7
The instructor reserves the right to explain the nature of this exam on Sept. 23rd.  The exam will seek to cover the five NT books studied, but the focus of the exam will be determined by how the course proceeds. The material to be covered in the two quizzes (Sept. 2, 23) will be discussed the week before each quiz. 
Tentative course schedule
Session/date
Topics






Assignment Due

August 26
Course Syllabus/Introduction



ENT pp. 3-44


The Old Testament


NT Historical Background


First Century Judaism


John the Baptist

September 2
Mark






Read -- Mark

                                    



            

INT pp. 169-197









ENT pp. 191-207


NT Canon





INT pp. 726-743


NT Study





INT pp. 23-76



Intro to the Synoptic Gospels



ENT pp. 47-80











Quiz #1
 September 8 and 9
Matthew





Read -- Matthew









INT pp. 134-168









ENT pp. 209-226

The Synoptic Gospels




INT pp. 77-133

 
Understanding the Gospels



ENT pp. 81-123








Paper on Mark due
September 16
Luke






Read -- Luke

                                                      


INT pp. 198-224

                                          



ENT pp. 227-241

Understanding Jesus




ENT pp. 125-187








Paper on Matthew due

September 23
John






Read -- John








INT pp. 225-284









ENT pp. 243-264




Paper on Luke due








Quiz #2



September 30 

Acts
       

     

                         Read -- Acts









INT pp. 285-330









ENT pp. 267-300









Paper on John due

October 7                     Jesus and New Testament Theology


Paper on Acts due








Final Exam
MCS 510 – SOME POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Dr. David Olford – Professor

I hope and pray that this will be an important class in your own personal, spiritual, and academic development. I encourage you to set aside as much time as possible to enable you to study this part of the New Testament carefully and to complete all of the course requirements in a timely fashion. Some policies and procedures for this class are “spelled out” below to help us work together and to help me do a better job of teaching this class. 
1) No e-mail submission of any assignment will be accepted without specific arrangements with the professor. Double-spaced hard copies are generally preferred. Make sure your name is on the front of the assignment on a title page.  No extra folders, covers, etc. are needed or wanted!
2) All assignments are due as indicated in the syllabus for MCS 510. See ASSIGNMENTS and TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE.
3) If a problem is anticipated in completing an assignment on time, a written explanation can be submitted by e-mail (dolford@uu.edu) before 5:00 p.m. on the Tuesday before the assignment is due. A “grace” period may be allowed to complete the assignment. This “grace” period will conclude at noon on the Monday following the day and date the assignment is due.  If the assignment cannot be completed within this period of time, it can be handed in the following week at class (Thursday), and will receive a 5 point deduction (at least) for the late submission. 

4) Quality work is expected of Master’s students. Papers should: 1) cover the assignment, 2) evidence personal study and knowledge of the subject, 3) be well-organized, 4) have a good flow of thought and words, 5) be carefully and accurately documented, and 6) demonstrate personal engagement with the relevant issues, and 7) have minimal grammatical and typing errors.

5) There is a lot of reading for this course. It is expected that you will complete all the reading assignments. Although you will not be asked to submit a reading report as such, class discussions, assignments, quizzes, and the final exam will assume that you are completing the assigned readings in the syllabus. 

6) In efforts to keep the chapel clean, I am requesting that only water be drunk in the chapel (after the first class). “Any” beverage can be drunk and “any” food can be eaten in the foyer area or other areas adjacent to the chapel. Indeed, early eating/drinking or during the break times is encouraged!  

7) All assignments must be handed in by October 7th. There will be no “grace” period after October 7th.
8) All students need to be present for the final exam on October 7th.

9) If your contact information on the MCS students’ sheets is incomplete or incorrect, please give your professor your present contact information on a separate sheet of paper: phone (h/w/c) and e-mail.

10) In the event that classes are unable to meet, or students are unable to attend for an extended time (for approved reasons), students should first check blackboard (www.eclass.uu.edu) to view the syllabus, for further information and assignments. The method of assignment submissions will be announced via blackboard as well.  Course content may also be made available through blackboard. If the course content is not actually available through blackboard, it will be explained via blackboard and student e-mail, and it will be available through the MCS office at the Stephen Olford Center at Union University. 

Students can contact me in any of the following ways:

Office Phone: 901-432-7139

MCS Office Phone: 901-757-7977

Blackboard mail

e-mail: dolford@uu.edu
 

