SYLLABUS

MCS 515: NEW TESTAMENT 2
THE LETTERS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
Master of Christian Studies
Dr. Kendell Easley, Ph.D., 901.432.7145
Stephen Olford Center
Office: SOC Welcome Center (keasley@uu.edu)

Union University
Thursdays, October 21 – December 9, and Wednesday, October 27
Fall Semester, 2010
5:30-9:30 p.m.
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

The Union University official description for this course is as follows: A survey of the Pauline epistles, the general epistles, and Revelation, with more intensive study of selected texts and issues. Included are a survey of basic issues in Pauline theology, issues in interpreting New Testament letters, and the hermeneutics of the book of Revelation.


This course is designed for the master’s-level stu​dent. It is core requirement of all stu​dents seeking an MCS from Union University. No formal previous study of the NT is required to complete this course, although aware​ness of various biblical episodes will be helpful. The professor will use the English Standard Version as the English translation for class sessions, but please bring to class the ver​sion you prefer. The following specific objectives are intended for students completing this course.

1. Cognitive (what you know):

· You will understand the background, content, and message of each of the letters of Paul, the general epistles, and Revelation.
· You will be aware of the major issues in understanding the life and teachings of Paul.

2. Affective (what you feel):

· You will value these cognitive matters and esteem them in your lifelong study of the NT.

· You will enjoy an academic approach to New Testament content mastery.

· You will feel better equipped to communicate the message of the NT letters and Revelation.

3. Behavioral (what you decide and do):

· You will commit to believe the teachings and follow the instructions of this part of God’s Word as you strive to achieve God intention for your life and ministry.

· You will demonstrate your content mastery by completion of the assigned class projects. 

TEXTBOOKS

Two textbooks will be used, available from an online bookstore: 
PRIMARY: An Introduction to the New Testament. D. A. Carson and Douglas J. Moo, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005 (ISBN 10: 0-130-23859-5).
SUPPLEMENARY: The Illustrated Guide to Biblical History. Kendell Easley, Nashville: Holman Reference, 2005 (ISBN 10: 0-8054-2834-8).
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

To remain in good standing with Union University, you are expected to demonstrate academic honesty, integrity, civility, and respect for others. Academic integrity means implicit and explicit behaviors that exemplify honesty and truthful representation of personal academic work. Cheating, lying, and plagiarism are examples of destructive and unethical behaviors that reflect deception or dishonesty. 
ATTENDANCE

Students will be counted absent if they miss roll call at 5:30. Those who come in tardy are responsible for notifying the instructor. Evening break times must be limited to the time allowed. One absence (of any kind) will be permitted without penalty. The second and third absences will be penalized 50 points each.  Students missing more than three sessions will fail. All mobile phones should be turned off and must be used only outside the classroom. No one may miss the final exam session for any reason.

ASSIGNMENTS
New Testament Reading. Read Acts through Revelation during the course. Consider using an English translation with which you are not familiar. Accountability: at the time of the final exam, you will indicate the percentage of this reading you have completed. Worth 200 points.
Textbook Reading. Read chapters 8-25 in the Introduction (pp. 331-725 = 395 pp.).The total textbook reading is 443 pp. Accountability: For each of the 18 chapters that you read, write a one-page reflection on what you have read. Be prepared to read from your reflections on the date they are due. This syllabus contains guidelines for developing these reflections. Due as noted in the course schedule. Worth 180 points.
Book Review. Read through the Illustrated Guide. Accountability: Write a 3-4 page critical review the book. This syllabus contains book review guidelines. Due as noted in the course schedule. Worth 120 points.
Integration in Church Ministry Project. Using a portion of one of the five New Testament books in focus for this course, develop your concept for a teaching (or preaching) series of three to six sessions, taking advantage of what you have learned through the course. This will be discussed in detail during the second class session. Accountability: Write up your plan in a 3-4 page outline form and make photocopies to share with your classmates. Be prepared to discuss your project during the last class session (the final exam period). Worth 250 points.
Examination. The final exam will cover the entire course. It will call on you to write a 3-4 sentence answer (short essays) to selected questions. A study guide will be provided at least a week before the exam date. Worth 250 points.
GRADING
The objective points possible are 1000. Grades will be calculated according to the Union University scale: A = 950-1000; B = 850-949; C = 750-849; D = 650-749; F = 649 and under. Factors such as tardiness and class participation may count up to 10% of the grade. 
New Testament Reading: 
200 points 

Textbook Reading (Introduction):
180 points (18 reflections @ 10 points each)

Book Review (Illustrated Guide):
120 points
Integration in Church Ministry Project:
250 points

Final Examination:
250 points                         TOTAL:
1000 points
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
Session/Date
Topic
Assignments Due



1
Thur 
  Oct
21
Course introduction






The early church period; life of Paul


2
Wed

27
Galatians; 1-2 Thessalonians


Reflection on chaps. 8,9,12,16


3
Thur

28
1-2 Corinthians; Romans


Reflection on chaps. 10,11

4
Thur
  Nov
4
Prison Epistles


Reflection on chaps. 13,14,15,18

5
Thur

11
Pastoral Epistles


Reflection on chaps. 17,19,20,21

6
Thur

18
Hebrews and General Epistles


Reflection on chaps. 22,23,24,25



Thur

25
Thanksgiving Day – no class session

7
Thur   Dec
2
Revelation


Book Review

8
Thur

9
Class presentations and final exam

Integration Project








(Photocopy sets for all)
GUIDELINES FOR REFLECTION ON READING
One page, double-spaced is sufficient. Use Times New Roman, 12-point font. Put your name, the course number, the book name, and the chapter number on the first line. Follow the model below. Then show that you have read and worked at understanding the content presented. Look below the double line for the beginning of a sample. Consider including your observations on the following.
1. What was the main point of the chapter? How was this developed?
2. What did you learn that was new or different?

3. Did the author express biases that caused you concern?

4. Why should someone read this material—what good is it?

5. What were the strengths of what you read? The weaknesses?
6. Was this interesting or boring? Why?
Joe Student, MCS 515, Intro to the NT, Reflection on Chapter 9 (Paul: Apostle and Theologian)

This chapter introduces the life of Paul. The first section (Paul’s Background) reviews the New Testament data on his life before he was a Christian. The next section (Paul’s Missionary Career) follows the Acts account of Paul’s travels, supplemented by material from his letters....
GUIDELINES FOR BOOK REVIEW 
Your review is to demonstrate that you have read, understood, and evaluated the book you are reporting. It should be 3-4 pages double-spaced pages. Use Times New Roman, 12-point font. No title page is needed, but include the following:

· Identification. Title, author, facts of publication, total page count.

· Thesis. A one-paragraph summary of the book’s main concept and conclusion.

· Summary. A one-page summary of the book, chapter by chapter or section by section. Keep the author’s purpose in mind.

· Evaluation. Two to three pages. Evaluate the success of the author in accomplishing his or her purposes. Tell any strengths or weaknesses of either content or presentation. Explain any biases. What was interesting? Boring? Creative? Novel? How highly would you recommend this to your peers? Should it be recommended again for this course?
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