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Tuesdays and Thursdays, January 4-27
January Term, 2011
5:30-9:30 p.m.
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

The Union University official description for this course is as follows: An exploration of the methods, tools, and practices associated with the interpretation and application of the Bible. Students will exegete selected biblical passages, moving from the ancient text to the modern world. This course is designed for the master’s-level stu​dent. It is a core requirement of all stu​dents seeking an MCS from Union University. No formal previous study of hermeneutics is required to complete this course, although aware​ness of various interpretive approaches will be helpful. The professor will use the English Standard Version as the English translation for class sessions, but please bring to class the ver​sion you prefer. The following specific objectives are intended for students completing this course:
1. Knowledge:
· You will understand how Christian theology shapes our understanding of textual interpretation.
· You will understand seven general principles of biblical interpretation.
· You will be able to summarize the overall storyline of the Bible.
· You will know specific interpretive challenges for each of the Bible’s various literary genres.
· You will understand the specific interpretive challenge of the New Testament’s use of the Old Testament and how it affects biblical interpretation.
2. Skills:

· You will be able to exegete passages of Scripture.
· You will be able to evaluate rival interpretations and reject those that are unsound.

· You will know how to move from exegesis to application, bringing the message of the Bible into the contemporary world.
· You will be able to craft a sermon and/or Bible study based on your study of a given passage of Scripture.
While knowledge and skills constitute the specific measurable goals we will seek to attain in this course, it is also my goal for you to develop in character as you work closely with the Scripture, grow in love for the Word of God, and devote yourself to diligent study and personal application of its teachings.  
TEXTBOOKS

· An English Bible.
· Stein, Robert H. A Basic Guide to Interpreting the Bible: Playing by the Rules. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 1994. ISBN: 978-0-8010-2101-5.
· Goldsworthy, Graeme. According to Plan: The Unfolding Revelation of God in the Bible. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2002. ISBN: 0-8308-2696-3.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

To remain in good standing with Union University, you are expected to demonstrate academic honesty, integrity, civility, and respect for others. Academic integrity means implicit and explicit behaviors that exemplify honesty and truthful representation of personal academic work. Cheating, lying, and plagiarism are examples of destructive and unethical behaviors that reflect deception or dishonesty. 

DIGITAL RESOURCES
You must be able to access three digital resources: Web Advisor; your Union University E-mail; and Blackboard. Your “User Name” for all of these is “s” plus your UU ID number. Your “Password” is the same for all of these. (For password help, e-mail twashbur@uu.edu.) The easiest way to access these resources is through the UU home page (www.uu.edu). Under “Quick Links – Resources for” on the left side of the page, click on “Current Students.” When that page opens, you will be able to click on any of the following (found in the center column under “Academic Resources”):
· WebAdvisor is where you find your grades, course load, transcript, and financial information. You can also use this to access your student account and make online payments.
· Union E-mail is the official means of communication between UU and you. Check it regularly. You can use this account to send e-mail or receive e-mail, just like as Yahoo or Gmail.

· Blackboard is the online classroom that is specific to this course. This classroom exists only for the duration of the course; then it disappears. With Blackboard you can e-mail others in the course internally.
ATTENDANCE AND CONTINUITY OF INSTRUCTION
Students will be counted absent if they miss roll call at 5:30. Those who come in tardy are responsible for notifying the instructor. Evening break times must be limited to the time allowed. One absence (of any kind) will be permitted without penalty. The second and third absences will be penalized 50 points each.  Students missing more than three sessions will fail. All mobile phones should be turned off and must be used only outside the classroom.  If there is a disruption of instruction (for example, class cancelled due to bad weather or to a severe outbreak of influenza, students will find instructions posted on Blackboard as well as on www.uu.edu/personal/keasley.  
ASSIGNMENTS
Reading. Read Stein’s A Basic Guide to Interpreting the Bible according to the schedule given below.  (NOTE: Each section is listed on a particular date; reading of that section must be completed before class begins on that date.)  Read Goldsworthy’s According to Plan in its entirety before January 27.  Accountability: Fill out the reading log provided for you at the end of this syllabus and turn it in on the last day of class (January 27). 100 points.
Exam. On Tuesday, January 11, you will be tested over Stein pp. 9-71 and over the seven principles of biblical interpretation that we will discuss in class.  200 points. 
Interpretation Papers. You will write three papers on three different passages of Scripture: Matthew 8:5-13; Romans 3:21-26; and Isaiah 5:1-7.  Each paper must be no longer than one page (double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font).  Each paper must summarize the meaning of the given passage.  Using the principles learned in class, express in a succinct manner the basic message that the author of the passage is seeking to communicate to his readers.  Due dates are given in the schedule below.  300 points (100 points per paper). A sample interpretation paper on Matthew 1:18-25 has been provided for you at the end of this syllabus.
Bible Study/Sermon. Using the principles learned in class, you will prepare a Bible study or sermon on a Bible passage of your choice that could be used in a church teaching session or worship service.  For this assignment, you may either write out a full manuscript, or you may write a detailed outline.  Your grade will be determined by the following criteria: (1) How well you explain the meaning of the passage, letting the passage itself drive each major point that you make; (2) How well you apply the message of your passage to your hearers; (3) How well you communicate.  The paper should be emailed to me at atokelley@gmail.com no later than Thursday, February 3 (one week after the last day of class). 200 points.  
Bible Storyline Summary. After you have read Goldsworthy’s According to Plan, write a 1-2 page summary (double-spaced, 12 points font) of the Bible’s storyline.  The best paper will explain not only the narrative aspects of the story, but also how the various non-narratival literary genres of the Bible (wisdom literature, Psalms, prophets) tie into the storyline as well.  Your goal is to be comprehensive in scope but succinct in expression. The due date is January 27. 200 points.  
GRADING
The objective points possible are 1000. Grades will be calculated according to the Union University scale: A = 950-1000; B = 850-949; C = 750-849; D = 650-749; F = 649 and under. Factors such as tardiness and class participation may count up to 10% of the grade. 
Assigned Reading:
100 points
Exam:
200 points

Interpretation Papers:
300 points (3 @ 100 points each)
Bible Study/Sermon:
200 points
Bible Storyline Summary:
200 points

TOTAL:
1000 points
LATE WORK

If you fail to turn in an assignment when it is due, you may turn it in at the next class period for a 10% reduction in grade.  If you do not turn it in by the next class period, you will receive a zero for that assignment.

If you fail to turn in an assignment because of an excused absence, the assignment will be due at the next class period, and there will be no reduction in grade if it is turned in at that time.  
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
NOTE: You have a reading assignment from Stein due before the first class session.
Session/Date
Topic
Assignments Due



1
Tues
Jan
4
Course introduction

Stein, 9-71





A Theology of Biblical Interpretation






2
Thurs
 Jan
6
Seven Principles for Interpreting the Bible
None





An Overview of the Bible’s Storyline


3
Tues
Jan
11
Test






Interpreting the Epistles


Stein, 73-79, 151-186





Interpreting Biblical Narrative

4
Thurs Jan
13
Interpreting the Teachings of Jesus

Stein, 117-150







Interpreting the Book of Acts





5
Tues
 Jan
18
Interpreting the Psalms


Stein, 83-87, 101-115, 187-202





Interpreting the Wisdom Literature


6
Thurs
 Jan
20
Interpreting the Prophets


Stein, 89-99






Interpreting Apocalyptic Literature

Interpretation Paper on







Moving from Exegesis to Application
Matthew 8:5-13 due

7
Tues
Jan
25
The New Testament’s Use of the Old 
Interpretation Paper on





Testament


Romans 3:21-26 due





Moving from Exegesis to Application
8

Thurs Jan
27
Crafting the Sermon/Bible Study

All of Goldsworthy









Interpretation Paper 









on Isaiah 5:1-7 due








Bible Storyline Summary due









Reading Log Due

Thurs Feb
3
(No class meeting)
Sermon/Bible Study due
READING LOG

I read ______% of Robert Stein’s A Basic Guide to Interpreting the Bible according to the schedule laid out on this syllabus.

I read ______% of Stein’s book later than the schedule indicates.

I did not read _____% of the assigned reading for Stein at all.  

I read _____% of Graeme Goldsworthy’s According to Plan.

I did not read _____% of Goldsworthy at all.  

On my honor, I affirm that what I have indicated here is, to the best of my knowledge, a true reflection of what I read in fulfillment of the requirements for this course.




_______________________ (print name)




_______________________ (signature)

[Print this page, fill it in and sign it, and turn it in on January 27.]

[Sample Interpretation Paper; put your name at the top]
THE MEANING OF MATTHEW 1:18-25



Matthew composed the birth account of Jesus in Matthew 1:18-25 in order to demonstrate that Jesus is the Messiah promised in the Old Testament who will bring deliverance and salvation to God’s people.  That message is encapsulated most clearly in verse 21: “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”  The surrounding context, as well as the rest of the book of Matthew, bears out this emphasis.


The narrative itself focuses attention on the uniqueness of Jesus’ birth.  He is conceived by the Holy Spirit (vv. 18, 20), and his birth fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14 (v. 23).  Matthew recalls this Old Testament text to indicate generally that Jesus is the fulfillment of all of the promises that the Old Testament anticipated and specifically that Jesus truly is Immanuel, God with us.  The rest of Matthew’s Gospel emphasizes again and again that Jesus is the promised Messiah, beginning with the very first verse, which explicitly uses that term (1:1).  The following genealogy (1:2-17) connects Jesus to the messianic line of David and Abraham.  Matthew again quotes a messianic passage from the Old Testament in 2:6, emphasizing Jesus’ fulfillment through his birth in Bethlehem.  John the Baptist, in preparing the way for Jesus, fulfills prophecy (3:3), as does Jesus’ ministry in Galilee (4:15-16).  Jesus’ teaching and healing ministry culminates in his entrance into Jerusalem on a donkey (which also fulfills messianic prophecy, 21:1-11) and his crucifixion, during which he is called “King of the Jews” (27:37).  Finally, in his resurrection he claims all dominion in heaven and on earth for himself (28:18), indicating that his work of redemption is accomplished, and he now sits at God’s right hand.
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