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SYLLABUS

MCS 531  CHURCH HISTORY II: REFORMATION AND MODERN CHRISTIANITY
Master of Christian Studies

Union University

Dr. Frank Anderson, Jr., Coordinator of the Associate of Divinity Program
Office Location: The Stephen F. Olford Center at Union University (Memphis)
Office Telephone: 901.432.7143

Email: fanderson@uu.edu
Spring Semester (April 6-May 18—including Wednesday, April 14)
Tuesday Nights (5:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.)

COURSE DESCRIPTION
A survey of the history of Christianity from the early sixteenth century to the early twenty-first century, focusing on the development of pivotal doctrines and ecclesiastical institutions in the Reformation and Modern periods.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
By the end of this course, each student should:
1.  know the major factors leading to the Protestant Reformation;

2. be aware of the personal profiles, significant theological positions, and contributions to the Protestant Reformation associated with the Magisterial Reformers;
3. know other key figures (in addition to the Magisterial Reformers) who made significant contributions to the Protestant Reformation;

4. understand the theological trends emanating from the Protestant Reformation and subsequent theological developments;

5. be able to trace—to the present time—the development of mainline Protestant denominations;

6. understand—while becoming aware of the developments in Christian Protestantism—the reactions and parallel developments within the Catholic Church;

7. be aware of current and developmental trends in relation to global Christianity;

8. have a greater awareness of the historical background of the denomination with which he or she is, personally, affiliated (if affiliated with a mainline Protestant denomination or Catholicism);

9. be more appreciative of the contributions made to the Christian community as a result of denominational diversity (inclusive of Catholicism) subsequent to the Protestant Reformation; 
10. enjoy an enhanced understanding of how and why we (individually and collectively, within the body of Christ) are “where we are,” today;
11. be stimulated to think, futuristically, concerning the direction of the Church—should Jesus delay His Coming; and

12. be encouraged towards a more stalwart “faith-walk” with Christ, given a greater understanding of the sound traditions and great tragedies in the Church, since the Protestant Reformation.

TEXTBOOKS

Askew, Thomas A. and Richard V. Pierard. The American Church Experience: A

          Concise History. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004.

Nichols, Stephen J. The Reformation: How a Monk and a Mallet Changed the World.

          Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 2007.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
All students are encouraged to re-read the section entitled “Academic Integrity” on page 9 of the 2009-2010  Graduate Academic Catalogue for Union University as the guidelines presented, therein, will be enforced in this course.
ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to attend each class period for the full duration of the class.  As a roll call will be staged at the beginning of each class, it is the responsibility of each student—who arrives for class after the roll call has been completed—to consult with the Instructor to ensure that the Instructor has record of his/her presence.  Students should also be aware that tardiness and absences will impact the Instructor’s assessment of the student’s participation.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
In addition to meeting the aforementioned objectives associated with this course, it is the Instructor’s desire to allow students to tailor this course in accordance with their personal interests, as much as possible.  Therefore, the student will have options in relation to meeting the course requirements.

All students, however, will be subject to the following course requirements.

1. Major Textbook Assignments
This syllabus provides a Tentative Course Schedule.  For each meeting date, for which a reading assignment is provided, students are expected to have completed the reading assignment prior to the beginning of the class for that date.  Reading assignments are intended to prepare the student for lectures; and while the Instructor will not be lecturing—directly—from the textbooks, students can expect to be required to interact with textbook information on examinations.
(The Instructor may give bonus reading quizzes on reading assignments.  While these quizzes will not “hurt” the student’s grade, they will stand to improve the student’s grade.)

2.  Denominational Research Project

Students will be required to submit a fifteen (15) to twenty (20) page research paper, tracing the development of a mainline Protestant denomination from the Protestant Reformation to the present time.  The selected denomination should be a denomination with which the student has never been, directly, affiliated.  The paper should focus on key leaders and significant events.  (The Instructor understands that some students may have enjoyed a most interesting spiritual journey, involving a multitude of denominational affiliations.  In the event that such a journey makes it difficult to select a denomination, the student should consult with the Instructor, as soon as possible.)
While this is a research project, the student is expected—by way of introduction—to briefly speak to his or her current and prior denominational affiliations and his or her reasons for selecting the denomination they have opted to study through this project.  As a matter of conclusion, the student is also expected to briefly address how the study has impacted their thoughts concerning denominational diversity.

Writing and submission guidelines will be provided by the Instructor on the first day of class; but students should know, immediately, that denominational selections (1st , 2nd, and 3rd preferences)—for the purpose of this project—must be submitted to the Instructor no later than the Wednesday, April 14 class period.  The Instructor will finalize assignments during the Tuesday, April 20 class period.  All papers must be submitted—electronically—to the Instructor no later than Tuesday, May 18; and students will be required to provide copies to their fellow students, electronically, as well.

3.  Denominational Research Project Presentations
Each student will be required to render a brief presentation of Denominational Research Project conclusions during the last class period (Tuesday, May 18).  As the length and requirements of the presentation will be determined—in part—by the number of students participating in class, presentation guidelines will be provided—by the Instructor—at the beginning of the second class period (Tuesday, April 13).
Students should understand that attendance through all of the presentations—during the last class period—will have a significant impact on the class participation component of the student’s grade.
4. Protestant Reformation Sectional Examination
Because of the significance of the Protestant Reformation, in relation to this course, students will be required to sit for a sectional examination—during the first hour of class on Tuesday, April 20—that will cover all information presented (through lectures, reading assignments, and other materials) pertinent to the Protestant Reformation and prior to April 20.
5. Final Examination

Students will be required to sit for a final examination—during the first hour of class on Tuesday, May 18—that will cover all information presented (through lectures, reading assignments, and other materials) subsequent to Wednesday, April 14.
GRADING
The final grade will be determined as follows:

Protestant Reformation Sectional Examination


25%

Final Examination






35%

Denominational Research Project Paper



25%

Denominational Research Project Presentation


  5%

Class Participation






10%

The grading scale for this course is:
95-100 A

85-94 B

75-84 C

65-74 D

Below 65
F

TENTATIVE  COURSE SCHEDULE

	Class Date
	Discussion Topics
	Major Textbook Assignments
	Other Assignments and Due Dates

	Tuesday,  April 6
	Course Introduction

Prelude to the Protestant Reformation
The Magisterial Reformers
	
	

	Tuesday, April 13
	The Magisterial Reformers, (Cont’d)
	Nichols: Chs. 1-3, 5
	

	Wednesday, April 14
	The Radical Reformation
The British Reformation

The Catholic Reformation
	Nichols: Chs. 4, 6, 8
	Denominational Research Topics are Due

	Tuesday, April 20
	The Puritans
Pietism

A Short History of the Baptists
	Nichols: 7
	Sectional Examination on the Protestant Reformation
Denominational Research Topics will be finalized

	Tuesday, April 27
	European Christianity
Revivalism

American Christianity
	Askew and Pierard: Chs. 1-9
	

	Tuesday, May 4
	American Christianity (Cont’d)

	Askew and Pierard: Chs. 10-20
	

	Tuesday, May 11
	Global Christianity
A Summary of African American Christianity

Theological Trends in the Twenty-First Century
	
	

	Tuesday, May 18
	
	
	Final Examination
Denominational Research Project Papers are due to the Instructor and fellow students (electronically).
Denominational Research Presentations


SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

A Selected Bibliography will be provided, by the Instructor, on the first day of class.

