COMMUNICATING BIBLICAL TRUTH – MCS 535 SYLLABUS
Union University 
Master of Christian Studies Program

  
       January 4 – 27, 2011
                      5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Each Tuesday and Thursday Evening

The Stephen Olford Center at Union University

4000 Riverdale Rd., Memphis, TN. 38115

David L. Olford, Ph.D (Professor)
Phone: 901-432-7139   E-mail: dolford@uu.edu
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION

This MCS course is devoted to addressing and exploring the essential elements of communicating Biblical truth.  Issues to be addressed include what Biblical preaching and Biblical teaching are, and what they are supposed to do.  The Biblical authority for expository preaching and teaching will be presented, as well as the fundamental elements of personal and practical preparation.  “Textual-thematic” exposition will be explained with great emphasis given to the concept of authentic communication and the role of the Holy Spirit in preparation and communication.  Practical aspects of speaking and message delivery will be discussed in order to strengthen the actual presentation of Biblical truth in today’s world.  In this regard, the student will be asked to present a message both during an evening class, and in another setting selected by the student. These speaking events will provide an opportunity for constructive critique. The course seeks to bring together the spiritual, personal and practical elements involved in communicating Biblical truth.

II. COURSE EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES


      By the end of this course students will be able to:
(1) articulate definitions and descriptions of communicating Biblical truth and Biblical exposition (specifically).

(2) identify basic elements of personal and practical preparation for Biblical exposition.

(3) discern priorities and principles related to text/theme selections for individual speaking opportunities as well as continuous preaching/teaching ministries.
(4) describe the relationship between the life of the communicator and the actual communication of Biblical truth.

(5) practice basic hermeneutical and homiletical procedures in the sermon preparation process.

(6)  respond to constructive critique and recommend practical ways to improve one’s presentation of Biblical truth.

(7) present in writing a Biblical sermon/message.
(8) access the significance of the Holy Spirit’s working in relation to communicating Biblical truth.

(9) communicate a Biblical expository message.

III. UNITS OF STUDY

(1) Defining and describing Biblical communication and expository preaching and teaching (specifically); issues related to communicating Biblical truth. (Jan. 4th)
(2) Personal and practical preparation for communicating Biblical truth; the audience and the communication event. (Jan. 6th)
(3) Finalization of messages and the communication of Biblical truth; preaching that changes lives (Jan. 11th)
(4)  Strengthening message content and delivery; preaching and teaching the whole counsel of God. (Jan. 13th)
(5) The Holy Spirit and communicating Biblical truth; and developing your own communication gift. (Jan. 18th) 

(6) Evaluating communication and messages; preaching and teaching workshop. (Jan. 20th) 
(7) Personal and practical issues related to preaching and teaching; preaching and teaching workshop.  (Jan. 25th )
(8) Preaching and teaching workshop (Jan. 27th )
IV. TEXTBOOKS, AND REQUIRED READING
(1) The Holy Bible. The student may use in this class (on a regular basis) any of the following translations: ESV, HCSB, KJV, NASB, NKJV or NIV. The professor may utilize any translation during class time, but will probably use the ESV, NKJV and NASB more often. The student needs to bring a copy of The Holy Bible to every class. 

(2) The primary textbook is Anointed Expository Preaching  by Stephen F. Olford with David L. Olford (Nashville, TN.: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998, pp. 1-311). Students are encouraged to begin reading this textbook and the other assigned readings before class begins on Jan. 4th, 2011. 

(3) The student is to select one of two books for their second reading assignment. These two books are very different from each other and give an opportunity to engage with different approaches to speaking/preaching. 
The student is to select for reading a section of one of the following two books:
· Chapell, Bryan. Christ-Centered Preaching (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1994), pp. 16-95, 289-311.
· Stanley, Andy and Jones, Lane. Communicating For A Change. (Colorado Springs: Multnomah Books, 2006), pp. 8-13, 91- 193.                       

(4) Recommended Reading:
.
         -  McDill, Wayne V. The Moment of Truth (Nashville: 
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), pp. 39-55.
· Olford, Stephen F. with Olford, David L. Anointed Expository Preaching (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), pp. 312-349.

· York, Hershael W. and Decker, Bert. Preaching with Bold Assurance  (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003),  pp. 195-262.

V. OTHER ASSIGNMENTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
(1) (Due Jan. 13th) Write out an original “principlized” message outline 

(homiletical outline). This will be explained during the first three class sessions, and is also discussed in Anointed Expository Preaching. The specific Biblical text for this assignment must be approved by the instructor. If the student wants to discuss this before the course begins, he/she is encouraged to e-mail the instructor with the specific text in mind. Examples of possible texts for this assignment are attached to this syllabus (last page). 
The outline itself should clearly present the theme and the text of the message.  Underneath the stated theme and text for the message will be a opening sentence or interrogative. Then an outline of the integrating thoughts of the message will follow. The  

motivating thrust of the message will be below the last point of the outline.   Make sure that the outline/structure is homiletically distinct and harmoniously related, and that the relevant text(s) 

[ verse(s)] for each point is/are placed beside each point or sub-point 

in the outline.  Number your points and sub-points in a clear fashion.  Conclude the assignment by preparing (on a separate sheet of paper) 

two sentences, one that states the sermon theme thoroughly, and one that states the sermon purpose. The selecting of a text for this assignment will 
be discussed on Jan. 4th. The outline itself should be no longer than one page, not counting the separate sheet of paper with the two sentences (theme, purpose) on it. (10% of grade)
Order for the outline assignment

Theme (Subject)
Text
(Scripture)

Interrogative or Connecting sentence to main thoughts



Thoughts (Structure) points and sub-points (indented outline) 


Thrust (Significance)



Sermon theme in a sentence.



Sermon purpose in a sentence.

(2) (Due Jan. 18th)  Submit a four page review-critique of the section read either in Christ-Centered Preaching  or Communicating for a Change. The student is only responsible for the section of the book indicated in IV (3). Half of the  review-critique should summarize the main points of the section read, and the other half should respond to the main ideas of the writer. With what do you strongly agree? With what do you strongly disagree? Are there any ideas read that could be of value to the student as they develop their own understanding of the communication of Biblical truth?  (10% of grade)
(3) (On Jan. 20th, 25th, and 27.th) Each student will present a “live” Biblical message during one of these three nights. The message will be based on the theme, text, and outline that have already been developed. See “Other Assignment (2).” The “live” message will be approximately 20 minutes in length. Other details for the presentation of this message will be presented on Jan 4th. (20%)
(4) (Due Jan.25th) The student is to submit a two-page response attached to three sets of critique sheets filled out by at least three people who have heard a message presented by the student. The message should be the same message that is being presented in class, and it needs to be presented/preached/taught between Jan. 14th and Jan. 25th. The three critiques need to come from people who do not attend the class, and none can be family members. More details will be given concerning this assignment on Jan. 4th. 
In short, the student is to present a message in a context outside of the classroom between Jan. 14th and Jan. 25th. Three in the audience will be completing critique sheets concerning the message. The most important part of the assignment will be the response of the student to both the event and the critiques. The student will explain the setting, and assess how “things went.” Then, the student will write a specific response to the specific critiques offered by those selected to do so. The more specific and detailed the response paper is, the better it will be. (20%) 
(5) (On Jan. 25th) EXAM will be taken. The Exam

                          will cover the Anointed Expository Preaching textbook, and class

                           lectures. (10% of grade)
(6) (Due Jan. 27th) Message Manuscript Assignment
Write out a complete message manuscript based upon the outline already developed.  Write out sentences in full and include all aspects of the sermon:

Introduction (theme, background, burden) 

Exposition (explanations, applications, illustrations, transitions) 

Conclusion (clarification, exhortation, invitation).  

Make sure your sermon is written out completely from beginning to end, including every main point and sub-point, every explanation of the text, illustration, application, and transition just as you would attempt to present it. Make sure to word carefully the conclusion including the invitation and any prayer or prayers anticipated at the end of the message.  Include everything in the message from the initial reading of the text to the final closing statement, exhortation or prayer.  Do not transcribe the sermon, 

but prepare the manuscript for preaching or teaching.  (No less than five full pages, and no more than 10 pages.) (20% of grade).
(7) Class participation is a significant aspect of this course. Each student is expected to be present, and to engage in class activities constructively and positively. (10%) 
VI. SCHEDULE AND DUE DATES
January 4

Defining and describing Biblical communication and expository preaching and teaching (specifically); issues related to communicating Biblical truth. Reading for this class: AEP, pp. 1-5, 67-79, 229-240.
January 6

Personal and practical preparation for communicating Biblical truth; the audience and the communication event. Reading for this class: AEP, pp. 7-65; and pp. 39-55 in The Moment of Truth by Wayne V. McDill.

January 11

Finalization of messages and the communication of Biblical truth; preaching that changes lives. Reading for this class: AEP, pp. 101 – 212, 251-274
January 13

Strengthening message content and delivery; preaching and teaching the whole counsel of God. Reading for this class: AEP, pp. 80-99, 261-311.  and pp. 195-262 in Preaching with Bold Assurance by Hershael York and Bert Decker.  

Assignment Due: Message Outline (10%)  
January 18
The Holy Spirit and communicating Biblical truth; developing your own communication gift. Reading for this class: AEP, pp. 214-228, 241-250. 

Assignment Due: Review-Critique (10%)
January 20

Evaluating communication and messages; preaching and teaching workshop. 

Assignment Due: “Live” preaching/teaching presentations begin and continue on Jan. 25th and Jan. 27th. (20%)
January 25

Personal and practical issues related to preaching and teaching; preaching and teaching workshop.

Assignment Due: Response/Critique Sheets (20%)
Exam (10%)

January 27

Preaching and teaching workshop;  

Assignment Due: Message Manuscript (20%) 
VII.  GRADING:  

           The grading scale/system will follow the Union University pattern.

            A = 950-1000
            B = 850-949

C = 750-849

D = 650-749

F = 649 or below

            Students will be able to discuss extra-credit possibilities with the 


professor, but these assignments will be in addition to the work 


load already assigned for this course.

VIII.   ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Each student is expected to demonstrate academic honesty, integrity, and respect for others. Such qualities are needed to maximize the learning experience for all involved. Cheating, lying and plagiarism demonstrate lack of integrity and are unethical behaviors. Plagiarism and other forms of cheating are expressly forbidden by the University and are not acceptable. (See the Union University Catalog.) It is my expectation that there will be honesty, fairness, respect and integrity practiced throughout this course.
IX. SOME POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

I hope and pray that this will be an important class in your own personal 
development. The policies and procedures below are “spelled out” to help 
us work together and to help me do a better job of teaching this class.

(1) No e-mail submission of any assignment will be accepted without prior communication with the instructor. Double-spaced hard copies are generally preferred. Make sure your name is on the front of the assignment.  No extra folders, covers, etc. are needed. Check your Union University student e-mail for possible communications during the course concerning assignments or other matters.
(2)  All assignments are due as indicated in the syllabus for MCS 535.


If a problem is anticipated in completing an assignment on time, 
a written explanation can be submitted by e-mail 
(dolford@uu.edu) before 12 noon the day the assignment is due. 
A “grace” period may be allowed to complete the assignment. 
This “grace” period will conclude at the beginning of the next 
class.  If the assignment cannot be “handed in” by the next class, 
it will receive a 5 point deduction for the late submission. Every 
assignment needs to be handed in by Jan. 25th, except the final 
written assignment; the message manuscript, assignment IV (6). 
This last assignment must be handed in by the beginning of class 
on Jan. 27th. 
(3)  Quality work is expected of Master’s students. Papers should: 1) cover the assignment, 2) reveal personal study and knowledge of the subject, 3) be well-organized, 4) be free of grammatical errors and spelling mistakes, 5) have a good flow of thought and words, 5) be carefully and accurately documented, and 6) demonstrate personal engagement with the relevant issues.

(4) Sermon Outline and Sermon Manuscript formats will be explained during the course.
(5) In efforts to keep the chapel clean, I am requesting that only water be drunk in the chapel (after the first class). “Any” beverage can be drunk and “any” food can be eaten in areas adjacent to the chapel. Indeed, early eating/drinking before class or during break times is encouraged!

(6) All students need to be present for the exam on January 25th, if at all possible.  If you know that you cannot be in class on that day, special arrangements will need to be made to take the exam.

(7) One excused absence will be allowed without any added assignments or penalty, but the work due that night needs to be submitted on time. If a student needs to miss an additional class, an added assignment will be discussed and given in the light of hours missed. Attendance is expected of all students, and class participation is part of the learning experience and the student’s grade. Personal participation is expected and anticipated. 

(8) Students need to make every effort to arrive promptly so that the class can begin at 5:30 p.m. Such punctuality will help everyone.     
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XI. TEXT SELECTION FOR MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS

You can select your own text for the major assignments with these qualifications:

1) The text needs to contain a primary truth within the Biblical context.

2) You cannot have preached or spoken on this text to the best of your knowledge within the last two years (2009-2011).

3) You must do original and “fresh” work in studying and presenting your Biblical communication. 

4) The text must be approved by the instructor. This selected text will be the basis for four assignments in this course.
 Examples of texts for sermon assignments:

Genesis 22:1-19

Genesis 35:1-15

Numbers 15:37-41

Deut. 32:44-47

Deut. 32:48-52

Psalm 1

Psalm 130

Proverbs 3:5-6

Isaiah 6:1-13

Habakkuk 3:17-19

Matthew 8:5-13

Mark 14:3-9

Luke 19:1-10

John 2:1-12

Romans 1:16-17

Romans 3:21-26

Ephesians 3:14-21

Colossians 2:6-7

Hebrews 1:1-4

Hebrews 10:19-25

Hebrews 13:20-21

James 1:26-27

1 Peter 4:12-19

Revelation 1:9-20
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