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               COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is designed to address fundamental and critical issues related to Christian evangelism and missions.  A study of the gospel and its communication within the New Testament context will be undertaken. Then, Biblical principles and practical aspects of evangelism, discipleship and missions will be discussed. The responsibilities and dynamics of fulfilling the “Great Commission” will be explored. Personal and corporate aspects of Christian witness, ministry, and service will receive attention as evangelism and missions are viewed within Biblical, historical, contemporary and global contexts. 

COURSE EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES
As a result of attending this course and completing the assignments, the student will:

(1)
Identify and describe in writing the basic content of the New Testament gospel message.
(2)
Describe fundamental characteristics of New Testament evangelistic preaching and compare these characteristics to evangelistic communication today.

(3)
Evaluate Biblically and critically methods of evangelistic invitation and conservation.

(4)     
Write a personal Christian testimony that illustrates a fundamental gospel truth. 
(5)     
Gain an awareness of issues related to missions and missionary strategy in the 21st Century.
(6)         
Think Biblically and critically about the role of individuals and churches in the fulfillment of the “Great Commission.”
(7)        Present in written form the Christian gospel based on a specific Biblical text or texts.

TEACHING PERSPECTIVE
This course is taught with the conviction that the fulfillment of the Great Commission should be a primary concern for both individual Christians and local churches. The communication of this primary concern (the Great Commission), and the challenge for Biblical and personal involvement in evangelism and mission are values and goals for this professor.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

To remain in good standing with Union University, students are expected to demonstrate academic honesty, integrity, and respect for others. Such qualities are needed to maximize the learning experience and to be fair and helpful to other students. Cheating, lying, and plagiarism are expressly forbidden by the university and will result in automatic failure. (See the Union University Catalog.)
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT COMPLIANCE

Any student with a documented disability needing academic adjustments or accommodations is 
encouraged to speak with the course instructor during the first two weeks of class regarding 
their needs. All discussions will remain confidential. Students with disabilities must contact Dr. 
Paul Deschenes, Director of Counseling, to register for any accommodations. No 
accommodations can be given without first registering with Dr. Paul Deschenes. Stated 
differently, activation cannot be retroactive and would affect only accommodations from the 
point of activation (registration of the disability with Dr. Paul Deschenes) and forward. Because
 
faculty receive official letters of accommodation from the Registrar shortly after the last day to 
add a class, the student is encouraged to contact the course instructor in person prior to that 
time (approximately two weeks after the start of class). Finally, students who choose to activate 
accommodations (e.g., extended time on tests) must notify the course instructor two weeks 
before the exam so appropriate accommodations can be made.

TEXTSBOOKS AND READING FOR THE COURSE
Required Reading:

(1) The Holy Bible. Students are to bring to class a recognized English translation (of choice). Lectures, class exercises, and assignments will call for the reading and studying of Biblical texts.
(2) Dockery, David S.  Southern Baptist Consensus and Renewal. Nashville: B & H Publishing group, 2008. (ISBN: 978-0-8054-4740-8). “Focusing on the Gospel:  Toward a Southern Baptist Consensus” pp. 58-98, esp. 69-93. Only this section will need to be read. Some copies are available at the Stephen Olford Center at Union University.
(3) Guthrie, Stan    Missions in the Third Millenium: 21 Key Trends For the 
21st Century.  Paternoster Press, 2000. 2nd Edition, 2005. (ISBN: 1-84227-042-7.)
(4) Olford, Stephen with David Olford   The Secret of Soul-Winning.  Nashville: B&H Publishing Group, 2007. (ISBN: 978-0-8054-4547-3) Some copies are available at the Stephen Olford Center at Union University.
(5) Platt, David. Radical: Taking Back your Faith from the American Dream. Colorado Springs: Multnomah Books, 2010. (ISBN: 978-1-60142-221-7).

Recommended Resources:

Bauckham, Richard. Bible and Mission: Christian Witness in a Postmodern World. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House Company, 2003. (112 pages)

Mandryk, Jason (Editor). Operation World: The Definitive Prayer Guide to Every Nation (7th Edition). Colorado Springs: Biblica Publishing, 2010. This 978 page volume is a tremendous reference book for information on missions and a comprehensive prayer-guide for missions.
Piper, John. Let the Nations Be Glad: The Supremacy of God in MissionsGrand Rapids: Baker Book House Publishing, 1993, 2003. 2nd Edition, 2005. (ISBN: 0801 0-2613-X) (copyright 1993, 2003 by Desiring God Foundation). (255 pages)
(Further bibliography will be presented during the course.)

REQUIREMENTS/ASSIGNMENTS

1. Attendance Requirement  Attendance and participation are essential in order to complete this course successfully.  One excused absence will be allowed without any additional responsibilities.   But, it is the responsibility of the student to find out what was covered in the class missed and to get whatever notes or materials that were handed out at that class. A second excused absence is allowed, but an assignment will be given in the light of the hours of class time missed.  To avoid an unexcused absence, the instructor/professor must be notified directly (e-mail, phone, or visit) before the start of the class to be missed.  You may leave a phone message at 901-432-7139.  Unless there are very unusual extenuating circumstances, a student who misses (3) three class sessions will not receive credit for the class.  In class participation and work: The student is expected to participate actively in classroom activities.  There will be exercises/projects assigned during some class sessions.  The instructor/professor reserves the right to engage the class in these assigned activities at any time during the course. 
(5 % of total grade).
2. Present a two-page summary of Dr. Dockery’s presentation of the gospel in Southern Baptist Consensus and Renewal, especially pages 69-93. This is to be handed in on June 14. This summary should follow the wording and the sequence of Dr. Dockery’s presentation. (5%) 

3. Answering of questions (“For Reflection and Response”) at the conclusion of chapters one through ten of The Secret of Soul Winning will enable the student to engage with issues related to personal evangelism.  Two questions are to be answered for each of the ten chapters (20 questions for 10 chapters, 2 for each chapter). The answers can be hand written or typed, and should be submitted (handed in) on the due date as follows: chapters 1-5 – June 21; Chapters 6-10 – June 28. These questions may be discussed during class time as well, and the students may be called on to read or summarize their answers. The length of each answer is not critical. But, the answer must indicate an attempt to respond meaningfully to the question. (10%)
4. The student is to prepare an evangelistic personal testimony expressing their own understanding and experience of Christ and salvation. This testimony is to be written out in full (due June 28). One aspect of this presentation will be the relating of one’s personal experience to a key gospel truth or truths. More details concerning this assignment will be given when the syllabus is discussed. The grade will be based on the written presentation, although there may be opportunity to share it verbally as well. (10%)
5. A book summary/review is to be written demonstrating an accurate understanding of the content and emphases of Radical by David Platt. The summary/review will be at least four pages in length. The paper will present a concise description of the primary concerns of the book. There must be at least five direct quotations from five separate chapters in the book along with the student’s explanation or response. Each quotation should be given accurately with the appropriate page number in the book. The student should devote at least one full page at the end of the summary/review to respond to David Platt’s primary concerns and challenges. What do you think of chapter nine as a conclusion to the book? This summary/review will be due on July 5. (20% )
6. Write a carefully researched paper on the general theme of “One Mission, Many Challenges and Issues.” This paper will need to present Biblical texts, truths and foundations related to God’s mission in the world. Then, practical aspects of developing and maintaining “missional” thinking and a missionary strategy in and through the local church (or ministry) need to be addressed. An awareness of the issues addressed in Stan Guthrie’s Missions in the Third Millennium will be necessary. This paper should be 5-6 pages. More details concerning this assignment will be given when the syllabus is discussed. It is due on July 19. (20%)   
7. Write a paper on “Communicating the Christian Gospel Today.” This paper is to have two sections. In the first section, present a clear, concise but comprehensive overview of the Christian gospel as you understand it.  Key truths should be clearly explained and Biblical references should be provides. This presentation should be three-four complete pages. In the second section, discuss some aspect of the gospel that may be particularly difficult to explain or communicate in your own cultural setting or in a setting you select. This must be a real cultural context. Discuss why the difficulty exists, and how you would seek to clarify the truth and make it understandable and relevant within the given context you have selected. This section of the paper should likewise be at least three-four complete pages in length. This paper is to be submitted on July 19. (20%)
8. A Final Exam will be given on July 26. The exam will cover (primarily) material presented in class. The focus and format for this exam will be discussed on June 28. (10%) 
9. Due especially to the subject matter of this course, there may be opportunities for “out of class” learning experiences. These will be discussed, and there may be some opportunities for extra credit.  

GRADING
Grades will be calculated as follows:  A=95.00-100; B=85.00-94.99; C=75.00-84.99; D=65.00-74.99; F=64.00 and under. If the grade happens to fall between 65 and 64, the grade will be rounded up if it is 64.50 or higher, and it will be rounded down if it is 64.49 or lower.  

Please note the percentage of the total grade that will be allocated in the following manner:

1. Attendance/class participation and work                                                         5%  
             
2. Summary of Dr. Dockery’s gospel presentation (6/14)                                    5%

3. “Questions” in The Secret of Soul Winning   (6/21, 28)     
    10%

4. Testimony assignment (6/28)
10%

5. Radical Book Review/Summary (7/5)
 20%

6. Missions Paper (7/19)                                                                                    20%

7. “Gospel Today” Paper (7/19) 
       20%

8. Final Exam  (7/26)                                                                                         10%

Each student is encouraged to pray earnestly, plan carefully, think critically, prepare thoroughly, write clearly, and finish punctually the various assignments.

SOME POLICIES AND PROCEDURES – MCS 536
I hope and pray that this will be an important class in your own personal development. The policies and procedures below are “spelled out” to help us work together and to help me do a better job of teaching this class. Some matters presented here have been mentioned already in the syllabus, but they are repeated here for clarity and emphasis. 
1) Double-spaced hard copies are generally preferred. Make sure your name is on the front of the assignment on the first page.  No extra folders, covers, etc. are needed. E-mail submissions are only accepted for late submissions either within or outside of the grace period.
2) All assignments are due as indicated in the syllabus for Evangelism and Mission, MCS 536.

3) If a problem is anticipated in completing an assignment on time, a written explanation can be submitted by e-mail (dolford@uu.edu) before 5:00 p.m. on the day the assignment is due. A  “grace” period may be allowed to complete the assignment. This “grace” period will conclude at  5:00 p.m. on the Friday of the same week after the assignment is due .  If the assignment cannot be completed within this period of time, it can be handed in at the next class (Tuesday), and will receive a 4 point deduction for the late submission. (The professor will make exceptions for those who explain clearly a week ahead of time the need for an extension.) There is no grace period for the “questions” assignment (Olford/Olford, The Secret of Soul Winning). These are due on the day indicated. There will be no grace period for any assignment after July 19th.
4) The “questions” assignment for The Secret of Soul Winning can be hand-written or typed, and must be no more than one page in length for each chapter (2 questions). You should number the answer in keeping with the question , but you do not need to write out the question. This assignment can be single spaced. 
5) Quality work is expected of Master’s students. Papers should: 1) cover the assignment, 2) reveal personal study and knowledge of the subject, 3) be well-organized, 4) be free of grammatical errors and spelling mistakes, 5) have a good flow of thought and words, 5) be carefully and accurately documented,  6) demonstrate personal engagement with the relevant issues, and 7) be of time. All of these factors are taken into consideration when the paper is graded.
6) In efforts to keep the chapel clean, I am requesting that only water be drunk in the chapel (after the first class). “Any” beverage can be drunk and “any” food can be eaten in the foyer area or other areas adjacent to the chapel. Indeed, early eating/drinking or during break times is encouraged!  

7) All assignments must be handed in by the beginning of class on July 19th.
8) All students need to be present for the final exam on July 26th, if at all possible.  If you know that you cannot be in class on July 26th, special arrangements will need to be made to take the exam.

9) One excused absence will be allowed without added assignments or penalty. If a student needs to miss an additional class, an added assignment will be given in the light of hours missed. Three absences will result in a course failure due to the hours of class-time missed. Sorry about that!

10) If your contact information on the MCS students’ information sheets is incomplete or incorrect, please give to me your present contact information on a separate sheet of paper: phone (h/w/c) and e-mail.

11) Due especially to the subject matter of this course, there may be opportunities for “out of class” learning experiences. These will be discussed, and there may be opportunities for extra credit.  

12) The use of Blackboard during the course will be discussed.

PRELIMINARY CLASS SCHEDULE

June 7 – Session #1         Introductions/Syllabus, Basic Definitions and Priority Issues, the Great 




Commission, the Gospel (1)
June 14 – Session #2       The Gospel (2), Evangelistic Preaching and Mission in the New Testament and 



Today, Evangelistic Proclamation and Invitation
June 21 – Session #3       Evangelistic Testimonies, Personal Evangelism, Contemporary Issues in 




Evangelism, 
June 28 – Session #4       Discipleship, Church Assimilation, Church Planting, and Growth
 July 5 – Session #5          Issues in Contemporary Missions, Discussion of Radical 
July 12 – Session #6         Evangelism and Missions and the Local Church
July 19 – Session #7         Revival and Missions, Evangelistic Passion
July 26 – Sessions #8       Discussion of Papers, Final Exam
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