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MCS 537 Introduction to Christian Ethics

Union University

Olford Center, Memphis, TN

5:30-9:30 pm

Roger D. Duke, D.M.
Adjunct Professor of Christian Studies, Union University
And

Assistant Professor of Religion & Communication

Baptist College of Health Sciences
Memphis, TN

Phones: H 901.752.4580, C 901.603.8663 
Email: rogerdduke@aol.com, rduke@uu.edu
I. Course Description
An introduction to Christian ethics which focuses on ethical methodology and application of Christian ethical principles to key issues in church and society. 

II. Course Objectives
Through this course the student should make progress towards . . . 
A. Developing a Biblically sound understanding of authentic Christian discipleship as serious followers of Jesus Christ where Christian Ethics applies in their own personal life, the church, and society;
B. Preparing for preaching, teaching, and ministry responsibilities that relate to ethical issues in the personal life of the disciple within the church, culture, and society at large;
C. Identifying, with some level of understanding, the major contours of ethical theory from a Biblical and theological perspective;
D. Gaining a working knowledge of how to think through some of the most important moral issues of our time from a Christian perspective by integrating sound Scriptural exegesis and moral reasoning into the fabric of their own lives;
E. Achieving personal moral growth—towards sound character (i.e., personal virtues), responsible decision-making, honorable personal conduct, and passion to serve our Lord Christ more deeply; and
F. Expressing more clearly their personal ethical viewpoints both in writing and discussion.
III. Textbooks: Required
A. Kyle D. Fedler. Exploring Christian Ethics: Biblical Foundations for Morality. Louisville: Westminster-John Knox, 2006.
B. Glen H. Stassen and David P. Gushee. Kingdom Ethics: Following Jesus in Contemporary Context. Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press, 2003.
C.  An up-to-date translation of the Holy Scriptures such as but not limited to: New
King James Version, New International Version, Revised Standard Version,
             English Standard Version, or New American Standard version, etc.  Note: Please
             do not use a paraphrase version of any sort. If there is any doubt about the   

             version you have chosen please check with the professor.
You are responsible for reading material assigned before coming to class.

IV. Books of Choice: Either one will be chosen to do an in-depth critical book
       review. 
A. C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity. New York: Touchstone Books-Simon & Schuster, Inc., 1980. (Note: Any other copy or unabridged edition of the work will be acceptable to use, but no reading notes such as Cliff Notes are to be used).

B. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship. New York: Collier Books-McMillan Publishing Co., 1963. (Note: Any other copy or unabridged edition of the work will be acceptable to use, but no reading notes such as Cliff Notes are to be used).
V. Method(s) of Instruction:
A. Weekly Readings: The student is to read all of the assigned readings before coming to class from the two texts above as well as the Bible readings. The reading schedule is delineated below. A “Reading Report” based on the student’s personal and accurate estimate will be submitted at the end of the term. Details follow:
Weekly Readings Consideration:

Based on your “Reading Report”—and the student’s personal ethics, honor, & Christian character—the student will report a percentage of their readings on a scale of 100%, 90%, 80%, 70%, 60% etc. for the term. 100% will be interpreted as a complete reading of all the weekly reading assignments. All other percentages will be on a pro rata basis. This will be 50 points for the class or 10% of the 500 point total point value of the class.
B. Weekly Class Time: Class time will be spent in dialogue and facilitation and engagement about this week’s reading for the central topic “for that hour.” Hopefully, student readings, student reflections, student questions, student dialogues, et al will engender class participation, several points of view, even possible debate. 
The principal means / method of instruction during class time is the “Socratic Method”—(or question and answer with class response participation) – a guided conversation in which the instructor facilitates understanding and critical engagement through exposition of essential course content and provocative questions about the same. This will be punctuated by regular student participation in the form of questions and critical and insightful comments. Weekly assignments / readings represent an extension of the lectures as students interact with ideas and textbook authors and colleagues and the professor having to do with the course content “for that hour.”
C. Class Participation: Based on the given weekly readings, each student will be called on in course. Then the student will be expected to give an “intelligent answer” to a question that comes out of “that hour’s” reading assignment. The question may either be one from the readings or a hypothetical or “real life” situation. Or, the student may be asked to give a synopsis of the reading for “that hour.” This method will be employed throughout the term. The student must be prepared and respond when called upon to do so. Failure to respond in a thoughtful, meaningful, or ethical manner may result, at the professor’s discretion, in the loss of points. Each occurrence of loss of points will be no less than minus ten (-10) points from the possible 500 total.
Class Participation Considerations:
Criteria of quality participation include the following: obvious completion of reading prior to coming to class; intelligent, alert, and informed participation in classroom discussion and any assigned projects or tasks; evidence of note-taking and active listening; and general quality of demeanor, engagement, and enthusiasm for course activities. All such matters will be taken into consideration in the final grade for the course. If, at the discretion of the professor, a student in absent when it is his or her “turn” to respond then that may cause a minus -10 points loss. Class attendance, punctuality, and being prepared are all necessary to earn the highest grade.
D. Critical Book Review: The student will choose either Lewis’s Mere Christianity or Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of Discipleship. The student will write a critical book review to be turned into the professor by the fourth (4th) week of the class. This grade and project will serve as the Mid Term Examination. The presentation will account for ½ of the 125 points for the Critical Book Review with the written part of the paper making up the remaining ½ the worth of the paper
Critical Book Review considerations:
Failure to show up on the night of the “Mid Term Exam,” or to give the Oral Presentation, or to turn in the paper late could be cause to fail the course. This book review is a major component building towards the student’s “Personal Theology of Ethics” paper. It is imperative that the student “think through” the issues offered in Lewis and Bonhoeffer to aid them to think “ethically” about issues personal, societal, and ecclesiastical. This is a mandatory project for the student’s success. The student will be give from three to five (3-5) minutes to give the oral report. The professor may adjust the time up or down to fit the needs of the number of students in the class.
Mechanics of the Paper:


Describe what you learned new, what you question, what issues you would like
to explore further with the professor during the meeting times, or for further personal study. Five to seven pages should be considered a minimum for the maximum grade for this assignment. The student, at their own discretion, may write in the “first person” if

so desired.
Included your observations on all of the following (required for the best grade):
1. What was the main point of the book? How was this developed? This should be at least ½ to one page in length.

2. What did you learn that was new or different? This should be at least ½ to one page in length.

3. Did the author express biases that caused you concern? Explain in detail, at least ½ to one page in length.
4. Why should someone read this material—what good is it? Explain in detail, at least ½ to one page in length.
5. What were the strengths of what you read? The weaknesses? Explain in detail, at least ½ to one page in length.
 6. Was this interesting or boring? Why? Explain in detail, at least ½ to one page in length.
7. Can you see how reading this book could enhance your personal discipleship? How? Discuss, ½ to one full page?

8. Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why? Why not? This should be ½ to one full page.
E. “Personal Theology of Ethics” paper: The student will develop, write, and deliver a “Personal Theology of Ethics” paper. This paper will be 5-7 pages minimum. It is to incorporate any materials read or covered in the term. The basic sources/outline for the paper should be: The Bible, student’s ecclesiastical tradition, reason (or reasonableness of the tenants of the paper), and the student’s experience(s). The paper will serve as the Final Exam for the course. The student will be required to present, for 3-5 minutes, their “Theology” paper during class the last night or the term. The presentation will account for ½ of the 125 points for the Reflection Paper with the written part of the paper making up the remaining ½ the worth of the paper. 
“Personal Theology of Ethics” paper consideration:

Failure to show on the night of the “Final Exam,” or to give the Oral Presentation or to turn in the paper late will be cause to fail the course. This is the “capstone project” for this introductory course in Christian Ethics. It is vital that the student assimilate, “think through,” organize their thoughts, solidify their own personal ethical convictions and arguments, and deliver this paper. This is mandatory for the student’s success.
F. Paper Writing Mechanics for Both Written Papers:

1. Times New Roman
2. 12 Point Font, no Calibri or other font will be acceptable, points may be deducted for any other fonts
3. 1” Margins All Around
4. Proper notation, either “end notes” or “foot notes” are acceptable, but there should be a consistency throughout
5. Proper Title Page
6. Five to Seven (5-7) pages of typed text, top to bottom. That means 5 pages minimum. You cannot count the Title Page.
7. Bibliographic page citing all of the sources you consulted and/or cited. You must include the name of Lewis and Bonhoeffer in the Critical Book Reviews 
VI. Course Grading Requirements 
Reading Report                                                                                           10% or 50 points
Class Attendance                                                                                        10% or 50 points

Class Participation                                                                                    30% or 150 points 

Critical Book Reviews                                                  Mid Term Exam 25% or 125 points
“Personal Theology of Ethics” Reflection Paper                  Final Exam 25% or 125 points                                         
Total Point Value:



                                                       500 points

Course Grading Considerations: Ways to loose ten (-10) points per occurrence

1. Minus 10 points (-10) from the 500 point total for each tardy of one hour’s length;
2. Minus 10 points (-10) from the 500 point total for missing class of one hour’s length;

3. Minus 10 points (-10) from the 500 point total for each time the student is called upon to “respond intelligently” to the questions concerning “the hour’s reading.” This is left to the discretion of the professor.
It should be noted here that it does not take many occurrences with these criteria to bring the student’s grade under the 475-500 point “A” scale and down into the “B” range. FYI!

VII. Grading:

The following grading scale will be used in the course. Translated into point values for this course, it runs as follows: 

475-500 A
425-474 B
375-424 C
325-374 D
000-324 F;
OR in following percentages:
A=95-100% of the total of 500 points,

B=85-94% of the total of 500 points,

C=75-84% of the total of 500 points,

D=65-74% of the total of 500 points,
F=64% or less of the total of 500 points.

Attendance:
Students are expected to make attendance to each of the eight sessions of the class a top priority. The professor is aware of the cohort format, nightly classes, and responsibilities of working adults in industry, business, and the church. However, Master’s level work in general and a degree from Union University in particular both demand work that is excellent by its very nature. Therefore each hour missed from class will result in a minus ten (-10) points from the Grand Total for the course. Extreme cases will be considered on a “case by case” basis. Note: Child care, general life situations, overtime at work, “the dog ate it” type issues are not extreme circumstances. Please do not ask for “special favors” or treatment! 
Tardy Policy:
The student is expected to be in class promptly and ready for class at 5:30PM. The professor will do his best to start the class on time. The professor generally holds class for 50 minute sessions after which a 10 minute break will be given. The class is expected to be in place ready-to-go after the 10 minute break. The student will have a minus ten        (-10) points for each hour of tardiness. Tardiness will also be interpreted as leaving class early. Extreme cases will be considered on a “case by case” basis. Note: Child care, general life situations, overtime at work, “the dog ate it” type issues are not extreme circumstances. Please do not ask for “special favors” or treatment!
Cell Phone Policy:

All mobile phones & pager  should be turned off and must be used only outside the classroom.
VIII. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
To remain in good standing with Union University, you are expected to demonstrate academic honesty, integrity, civility, and respect for others. Academic integrity means implicit and explicit behaviors that exemplify honesty and truthful representation of personal academic work. Cheating, lying, and plagiarism are examples of destructive and unethical behaviors that reflect deception or dishonesty. 
IX. Tentative Course Schedule
Thursday Feb. 3rd; Session 1
Bible Reading: Mark 1; John 8 1-11, & 11: 38-44; & Luke 1-5
5:30 Syllabus & Class Orientation & Class Requirements 
6:30 Fedler-“Exploring Christian Ethics” (ch. 1)
7:30 S & G-“Holistic Character of Ethics” (ch. 3)
8:30 S & G-“Virtues of Kingdom People” (ch. 2)

        S & G-“Reign of God” (ch. 1); As time permits
Thursday Feb. 10th; Session 2
Bible Reading: Matthew 5-6-7
5:30 Fedler-“What Should We Do?” (ch. 2)

6:30 S & G-“Authority and Scripture” (ch. 4)
        Optional class discussion- “The Role of Scripture, Tradition, Reason, & Experience”
        in Ethical Deliberations & Decision Making
7:30 S & G-“The Form and Function of Moral Norms” (ch. 5)

8:30 S & G-“The Transforming Initiatives of the Sermon on the Mount” (ch. 6)

Wednesday Feb. 16th; Session 3
Bible Reading: Matthew 6: 14-15; Luke 6-10

5:30 Fedler-“How Should We Be—Virtue, Character, and Responsibility” (ch. 3)
6:30 Fedler-“Discipleship and the Teachings of Jesus” (ch. 8) 

7:30 S & G-“The Ethics of Love” (ch. 16)

8:30 S & G-“The Ethics of Justice” (ch. 17)

Thursday Feb. 17th; Session 4 
Bible Reading: Luke11-15

5:30 S & G-“Valuing Life at Its Beginnings” (ch. 10)

6:30 Fedler-“Abortion,” Read: pp. 7, 24, 26, 37, 78, 81, & 100

7:30 Fedler-“Murder,” Read: pp. 5, 57, 98, 100-101, 104, 122, & 169; & “Killing” pp.
        19, 21, 100-102, & 128.
8:30 S & G-“Restorative Penalties for Homicide” (ch. 9)
Thursday Feb. 24th; Session 5
5:30 S & G-“Valuing Life at Its End” (ch. 11)

        Fedler-“Euthanaia,” Read: pp. 20, 211 n. 4, 212 n. 15

6:30 S & G-“New Frontiers in Biotechnology” (ch. 12)

        Note: This chapter is to be read. But the discussion of same in class is optional

        as time permits because the Mid Term Exam Book Reviews are due.

7:30 and 8:30 Hours;

        Mid Term Exam-Critical Book Review Due-Lewis and Bonhoeffer
        Note: This time may take the entire sessions from 7:30 PM until the end of class.

        Reflections, Questions, Class Discussion; Mere Christianity-Lewis & The Cost of
Discipleship-Bonhoeffer. Students are requested to bring their copies of the book to class for this session.
Thursday March 3rd; Session 6 
Bible Reading: Luke 16-20
5:30 S & G-“Marriage and Divorce” (ch. 13)

        Fedler-Read: pp. 102, 160-63, / “Gay Marriage” p. 23

        Fedler-“Homosexuality,” Read: pp. 43, 70, 78, 83, 86, 175, 188, 191, 201-202, &

        208

6:30 S & G-“Sexuality” (ch. 14)

7:30 S & G-“Gender Roles” (ch. 15)

8:30 S & G-“Truthtelling” (ch. 18)

        Fedler-“Lying,” Read: 15, 20, 25-28, 58, & 212 n. 13

Thursday March 10th; Session 7
Bible Reading: Matthew 6:19-21, 24; Luke 20-24
5:30 S & G-“Economics” (ch. 20)

        Fedler-Read: pp. 29-30, 45, 61, 101, 106-107, 127-129, 132, 152-153, 158-160, 188;

        Read also all references to “money,” “poverty,” & “wealth” in Fedler’s “Index of

        Subjects and Authors.”

6:30 S & G “Race” (ch. 19)

7:30 S & G “Creation Care” (ch. 21)
        Fedler-“Environment,” Read: 30, 66, 76, 79, & 127

8:30 Reflections, Questions, Class Discussion, Group Discussion…
Thursday March 17th; Session 8
 5:30 Fedler-“Prayer,” Read: pp. 41, 61, 97-97, 105, 131, 144, 179, 185-186, 209-10.

         S & G-“Prayer” (ch. 22)
6:30 Fedler-“Justice,” Read: All sections in “Index of Subjects and Authors” listed on p.

        228 of Fedler
        S & G-“Politics and Practices” (ch. 23-24)
7:30 & 8:30 Hours: Final Exams, The Presentation of your “Personal Theology
        of Ethics” papers will serve as your Final Exam
Note: The terms of this syllabus are tentative and subject to change to meet any unforeseen issues that may arise during the term.
