
START HERE

Does candidate have a 

major in the intended 

area of endorsement?
Yes

Candidate qualifies for 

being hired on 

Transitional license.

No

Does candidate have 24 

semester hours in the 

intended area of 

endorsement?

Yes
Candidate qualifies for 

being hired on 

Transitional license.

No

Has candidate passed 

the Praxis II content 

knowledge test for the 

intended area of 

endorsement?

Yes
Candidate qualifies for 

being hired on 

Transitional license.

LEA 

evaluates 

candidate 3 

times using 

FEPG.

No

Candidate 

passes all 

Praxis II 

tests.

LEA 

evaluates 

candidate 3 

times using 

FEPG

LEA & candidate apply for renewal of Transitional 

license if all requirements are met.

Candidate 

completes 

coursework.

Candidate completes application to advance to Apprentice or Professional license. 

Director of Schools signs advancement form.  LEA provides Verif. of Experience form.  

IHE provides completed program of study. Application sent to SDE.

Candidate does NOT 

qualify for issuance of 

the Transitional license

Apprentice or 

Professional license 

issued.

LEA (or IHE) provides 

50 hours of mentoring 

in second (& third) 

year.

LEA (or IHE) provides 

100 hours of 

mentoring in first year.

Candidate meets all 

requirements for 

admission to the 

TEP.

Candidate enrolls in 

classes, completing 

Orientation 

component in first 

year of employment

Upon being hired, candidate 

applies to an IHE with state-

approved Transitional program.

PROCESS FOR TRANSITIONAL LICENSE

Candidate meets IHE's admission requirements and passes Praxis II 

content knowledge test for endorsement.



START HERE

Does the candidate 

have a bachelor's 

degree from a regionally-

accredited institution?

No

Candidate does 

NOT qualify for 

issuance of a 

Transitional license

YES

Does candidate have a 

major in the intended 

area of endorsement?
Yes Yes

No

Does candidate have 24 

semester hours in the 

intended area of 

endorsement?

Yes

No

Has candidate passed 

the Praxis II content 

knowledge tests for the 

intended area of 

endorsement?

Yes

No No

Candidate does 

NOT qualify for 

issuance of 

Transitional license.

PROCESS FOR ON-LINE AND OUT-OF-STATE TRANSITIONAL LICENSE

Candidate does NOT 

qualify for issuance 

of a Transitional 

license.

Does the candidate 

have a verifiable 

affiliation with an out-

of-state or on-line 

institution that is 

regionally accredited 

and state approved for 

teacher education, by 

at least one state other 

than Tennessee, for 

the licensure 

endorsement 

program(s) and 

appropriate grade level 

range for the 

Tennessee 

endorsement(s) 

sought?

Employing LEA must 

provide 

recommendation in 

accordance with local 

evaluation 

procedures and 

verify that the 

candidate has 

demonstrated 

adequate annual 

progress toward 

completion of out-of-

state or on-line 

program or meeting 

the 11 TN Prof Ed 

The principal, or 

designee, will be 

responsible for 

evaluation of the 

teaching 

performance of the 

teacher.

Upon completion of at least two years on 

the Transitional license, the following must 

be secured: verification from the employing 

LEA that the teacher received mentoring 

consistent with section II.C.1.-4. Mentoring 

and Prof Dev System; recommendation for 

the apprentice license in accordance with 

local evaluation procedures; verification by 

the out-of-state or on-line state-approved 

program of successful completion of the 

program or 11 TN Prof Ed Core 

competencies; verification that licensure 

examinations required by TN have been 

passed; and submission by the teacher of 

the completed application for Apprentice 

license to the TN DOE including official 

transcripts and verifications listed 

previously. 

If the candidate has 

obtained an “intent to 

hire” statement, 

including a 

commitment to 

provide mentoring, 

from a Tennessee 

school system that 

submits completed 

applications for the 

Transitional license, 

with supporting 

documentation, to the 

TN State Dept of 

Educ Office of 

Teacher Licensing, 

he/she may be 

issued a Transitional 

license.


